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THE 

A U T H O R 

T O H I S 

READ E R S. 

SIRS, I have in the follow ir^ 
troB Jhewn you what was the 
great end, and the profefled 
defigfi ofourLordJefusChriffi 
coming into the world ; and of what 
he did, and f tiff ered in it, from it, and 
for it,> viz. to hvt mens fouls. / 
have likewife Jhewn you what method' 
Chrifl took,' and the m«ans he fnade ufe 
of in order id obtain that end. And 
in the doirlg of this I have cilfo fhe^wn 
you isohat /V ftrtdlly dfid properly the 
true gdlj>fcl of Je/usChrifl, of' 'iibhat k 
that good? news tsDhich he iioas fern of 

A 2 God 



The Author 

God to acquaint the world with. And 
as there has been of late great com- 
plaining of the growth of infidelity, 
and of the bold attach made by Unbe- 
lievers upon Chrijlianitj^ and of the 
idlenefsy weaknefsy and unfairnefs of 
what has been urged on that head\ 
and as 7na7ty other perfons have been 
engaged in its defence (tho^ p^Jf^^h 
what has been urged in favour ofChri- 
Jiianitj/y may have bee7ty in 7nany in-- 
Jla7iceSy as idle and weak as what has 
been urged againji it) : fo from your 
perufal of the amiexed treattfe you will 
be better qualified to difcern whether 
//6^ main points in difpute^ and the 
chief and principal things contended 
for^ and againfiy be real Chriftianity 
and the true gofpel ofChrift\ orwhe-- 
ther they be not rather and in the main 
the doctrines and commandments, and 
^^^ intereft and power of men, which 
fome zealoujly oppofe^ and others as 
zealoujly defends Alas / th^rQ isfome-^ 

fimes 



to his Readei^s. ^ 

times great zeal pretended to he pewn 
for ChriJUanityy when there h jufl 
ground to prefume that the true go/pel 
of Jefus Chrifl is leaf; at heart. Mens 
worldly pojfTeffions, their ^o^^v and 
pre-eminence are what they value^ and 
think worth contending for ; and that 
fuch contention may appear with the bet^ 
ter grace Chriftianity is brought in to 
countenance it. But let this be as it will. 
What is contained in the following 
troEi the whole body of mankind are 
manifejlly inter efled in ; and this has 
induced me to offer it to publick confi-- 
deration. I do likewife particularly 
recommend it to the ferious confidera- 
tion of all thoje who efleem themfelvesy 
or are efleemedby others to be minifters 
ofjefus Chrijly and preachers of his 
gofpel. And the reafon of this isy be-^ 
caufe the fubjeEl of ity as it enters into 
thofe important quejlions^ viz. what 
is, and what is not the true gofpel of 
Jefus Chrifi^ is what they as preachers 

■ :■ A3 «/ 
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^f Gbrifi md his gofp^l ars fiarficu-' 
larljn interefied iHy and if iijhotild apn 
pear to he erroneausy ^re parj(i(;ul(irly 
concerned to refute. I do alfo b/Bg kave 
pwre efpecially to recommend it to the 
qonjideratio^ of ^l thff^ npho hofo^ ain 
tained the reputatim of b^ng th^ gr^t 
Defenders of Chrifti^^ity ; hcmfiy J 
thinky they are mare ^peci/^Uy Qoncenn- 
^d to examine it^ in order to Jk^ whe- 
ther it has keen, i^eal a?ui true Chrifti- 
anity they have been engaged in tj?e de^ 
fence qfy or npt^ Andy 

As I have purfued this work if)ith 
the utmoji fairne^ and freedom^ an(^ 
with afiriB regard to truth wherever 
it might lead mey or "whosoever I 
might oppofe by ity and under a well 
grounded perfwajiony and iipiih a feri- 
ctis regard to a future judgment and 
Tietrihution : fo I intreat my pxarniners 
to do the likey and theny I doubt nqty 
hut what is here offered will appear in 
« different light y o^id hqive a different 
:./.,, effeEi 
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ejfeB upon their minds than titherwifi. 
it tvould have. I do likewife tntreai 
my readers to conjider that to look upon 
a future judgment and retribution only 
as a proper topick for argument % as 
fomething that has upon the foot of rea-* 
fon more to he f aid for ity than can hi 
faid again Ji it ; as fomething we ark 
obliged to revelation for the certainty 
of (tho I think that is a mijiakej ; 
as a fubjeSi which affords matter for 
a man handfomely to harangue half an 
hour in a pulpit upon^ and the Jikgj 
is one thing ; and for a man to pay 
fuch aferious regard to ity as that it 
becomes a ground or reafon of a&ion to 
himy which rightly direEis and governs 
his mind and life^ this is gfuite another 
thing. Andyety where the latter of^ 
thefe is wanting, there faith is the fame 
as infidelity with refpeB to any good 
purpofe that isferved by it. Alas I a 
future judgment and retribution feem 
to be things rather to be talked and 
A 4 boafted 
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boafted ofy than to be a ground or rea-^ 
fin (^/'adion, or to be ferioufly regarded 
by Chrijiians. Tho\ I hope^ this will not 
be the cafe of my Examiner ; for if it 
Jbould^ I fear ^ IJhall come but poorly off. 
I have in the following jheets jhewn 
what are the true grounds of our ac- 
ceptance with God ; and lihewife what 
are the true grounds upon which fin- 
ners may reafonably expeB to obtain 
the divine mercy ; and thefe furely 
mufi be allowed to be points in which 
all mankind are nearly concerned. I 
have lihwife in the following traEi 
rendered the gofpel of Chrifl defend-^ 
able upon rational principles, byfepa- 
rating from it thofe things which have^ 
^^^« blended with ity and which there- 
by have laid a foundation for mo ft of 
thofe difficulties a7id objections w>&/V^ 
have been urged againfi it. Jlnd yetj 
notwithfiandingy (fuch is the humour 
of the.ugey) I may pojjibly be deem^ 
edy andreprefented as- ark Unbeliever, 
.:* and 



to liisHeaders. Qf 

and an enemy to that gojpei y than 
vabichrfurely nothing can he imre tm-* 
juft, > dr un^nerous. Htmever^ / 
'will fo far interefi myfilfin the cat^A 
of- unbelievers, (ifanyfuch there are- 
among aj,) as to fay ^ they ought to 
home juftice done them ; and if they, 
hceaeany thing to offer againfl Chrifii^ 
anity as the ^[Ova\6. of their infidelity,, 
they ought to be heard and anfwered 
in the fpirit of the gofpel of Chriffj. 
which is a fpirit of meeknels, for- 
bearance and love. / am fenfible the 
common cry isy that it is not mens 
perceiving any difficulties which at^ 
tend the divinity of the Chriflian Re- 
relation, but it is their love to their 
vices which is the ground and caufe 
of their infidelity % though this is a 
prefumption which, I think, does 7tot 
appear to be well grounded. For if. 
a man be difpofed to follow his vi- 
cious inclinations, without any diftur- 
bance from, others or reludancy in 
I his 
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his own mind; then certainly he is 
ntofl fecure of this ^ iy his JiriEily ad- 
heringy with regard to his opinions, 
io the eftabliflicd religion of his Coun-^ 
tryy let that be what it will, and not 
t» deviate from it in any point. For 
then as he may he as vicious as he 
pkafes without rendering hitnfelf re* 
markable^ or drateing on him the 
watchful cyts of takers : fo it is hut 
ta ftrain tlx Jenfe of the Revelation 
publicUy adhered to, and he may find 
out fen}eral wctys to render the prac- 
tice of vice eafy to Umfdf This has 
been too much, and too often the cafe 
(mumgfi Chrifiiims ; many of them by 
applying to thetnfelves the virtue and 
merit of a ftrong faith, or by avn^va. 
zeal for a party, (which they are apt 
to confider as contending for truth 
and true religion,) or by a confiant 
attendance on fome external obfer- 
vances, or by the application of the 
good works, ^;* fofeings of fome 
;■ ' Other 



»iher ftrfan wferfims to tbemfehest or. 
tU.lihyhavertfidered their mintjs eafy 
umkr^t^e fra^m of the vikfl aSiiom* 
.dfidfsfueb frineipks introduce into, 
fftms^ "^^winds a groundkfs peace and 
fi^rfa^Hotiy even 'whilfi they indulgei 
thei^fehes in a vicious coyffe of Me r 
fi th»fe principles are ufuedly gr^Mr- 
jed: upon the miftaken fenfey or tb& 
mifeppUcation o^yo«?* part or pttrtt. 
of the Cbriflian Revelation^ Whereas^ 
if a, man diffentsyr<>«? the eftablifhed 
religion of his country^ and becomes 
am Uabeiiever; then every watchful 
e^fe is turmd upon him^ and every 
f^ult m bis cmduB is as it were xer 
giilered in a b(X)k, and remetnbered 
aga^njl^ him upon all occafions. And 
m. mafon or the religion of nature 
dffapproves and condemns every vice.: 
^ ^ the Unbeliever refieBs ferioujly 
upon his aBions after the commiffion, 
of themy he mufl fiand condemned in:, 
bis QVf^fi mind, and has no fanSiuary 



xll The Author, ^c, 

to fly fOy to render that weight and bur-' 
den eafy to himfelf. And if a man doe& 
not refleEiferioufly upon his aSiions^ then 
as he has no relu(9:ancy of mind '.fo the 
cafe is the fame whether he he a Be- 
liever, or an UnbeUever. And as I have 
thus far interefled myfelf in the caufeof 
Unbelievers : fo I beg leave to obferve _ 
one thing to them, viz. that the flar ting 
a few difficulties is not a rational, and 
therefore is not a fufficient ground y^r 
fetting afide theChriflian, or anyRev^lar 
tion,ifwhat is offered in its favour oar- 
ties with it the greater and higher de- 
gree o/" probability. When any queftion 
admits of a difpute, common juflice re- 
quires that every thing fhould be brought 
into the cafe which makes either for , or 
againfl that queflion ; and wherever 
upon a fair comparifon, the greater and 
higher degree of probability lies, that 
ought in reafon to determine our judg- 
ments either for, or againft that queflion^ 

T HE 



THE 

TRUE GOSPEL 

OF 

JESUS CHRIST 

ASSERTED. 
SECTION L 

^^ H E great end and the profeffed de- 
Jign of our Lord Jcfus Chrift as to 
his coming into the world, and 
with refpcft to what he has re- 
vealed to it, performed in it, and fufFercd 
froni it, and for it is manifeftly and appa- 
rently this, viz. to fave mens Jbulsy that is, 
it is to prepare men for, and to infure to 
thenfi xht favour of Gody and their happinefs . 
in another world, and to prevent them from 
bringing great and lajling mifery upon them- 
fdvcs; And that this is the trath of the- 
cafe: is moft evident from Chrift*s own re^ 
peated declarations concerning this matter. 
Mattb. xviii. 1 1. JR^r the fon of man is come 
tQ fave that which was hfi. Luke ix. 56. 
•: Fitr 
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Jbr the fin of mdh ii ml cSine to dejlroy ifieHs 
lives J but tofave them. Chap.xix. lo. For the^ 
fon of man is come t0 feek and to fave thai 
which was loft. John iii. i6, \j. For God 
fo hved the worlds thai he gdv^ Bis oHly Be^) 
gotten fon 'y that whojbever ietieveth in him, 
Jhould not perijh, but hav^ everlajling life. For 
God fent not his fon into the world to condemn 
the wo fid', but that the world ihH hirh might 
be faved. Chap. v. 24. Verily, verily I fay 
unto you, he that beateth nty ^otd, and be^ 
lieveth on him that fent me, hath everlafting 
life, andjhall not come into condemnation : but 
bath faffed from death krrto Hfe.^ Ghap. vi. 40. 
jind this is the will of him that fent me, 
that every one which feeih thefofi, ArfdtiHm^ 
eth OH him, may have ^erlaffwg life: drid t 
will raife him up at the hft day. Ghap. *V 10. 
/ am come that they might have life, and that 
they might have it mote abundantly. Gha^. xii. 
Afj. And if any man hear my words, and be-- 
lieve not, I judge him not ; for I am not come 
to judge the world, but tofave it. From theffc 
and (uch like declarations which Cbfiji has , 
made, it is moft evident and appat eht, not 
only that men by their vices and wicfcednefr 
had rendered themfelves unworthy of Oo^i 
favour, and had expofed themfelves to his 
jujl difpleafure -, but alfo that the greart end, 
and the profejfed defign which Ghrift cam* 
into the world to prpfecute was tO' procure 

their 
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^ij^fahkitimy which in other words is ttittt 
^e as to fay, that his great end and de*> 
fign was to prepare men for, and to infure 
to. them the favour of Godj and their bap^ 
pimfs in another world ; and to prevent them 
from being greatly and lajlingly miferabk^ 
And, 

As this was the niain or chief end which 
Chrift came into the woild to proiecute; fo 
in confequence thereof, and thereby in a fe- 
coodarry and iefs proper fenie, he may be faid 
ta come into the world to promote and 
fecure the frejent ivell^bdng oi mamkind $ 
namely,, to lead men to fre^nt fjeafarey and 
to. Jlecure them from prepnt mijery^ as the 
pleaiiires and pains of this worldf,. are gene- 
rally /:^/2;//^^^ with the pleaiiires and pains 
of another ^ that is, what fits and prepares 
a map. for future felicity, generally tends to 
make him eafy and happy here; and wha€ 
expoies a man to the miieries of anothec 
worlds generally tends to make him unhappy 
and mii^able in this. And in this view of 
the caie Chriftianity may as truly be faidl^ 
to be fiibfervient to mens prefent as to theic 
future w^U-bcing ; not by invefting any 
ChrlAian with any temporal power or jurif" 
JiSlipn over his brethren or fellow Chriftians 
out of which his prelent good or temporal 
a^antag^ mig^it ariie ; but only by engaging 
each aad Qver^ individual to put on fucb a 

temper 
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temper of mind, and fuch a bchavidiir as 
renders each perfon a bleffing to himfe'lfj and 
to Jbcietyj and from which temper and be- 
haviour the prejint temporal good of each in- 
dividual generally flows. Chriftianity was 
not intended, and therefore it has made no 
provifion for the invefting any Chrijiian^ nor 
any fet^ cfr order ^ or body of men amongft 
Chriftians with any the leaji degree of tern- 
forai power or wealthy any othcrways than 
as it engages each individual in the praftice 
of that inrtue which may render him wor- 
thy to be intrafted with the former in civil 
fociety, and as it leads him to that diligence 
indufiry and frugality which is produftive 
of the latter. And, 

As the grand defign of Chrift and the 
Chriftian revelation is to promote the future 
good and being of mankind, and not the 
prefent intcrefl: of any perfon, but only as 
the latter is connefted with, and naturally 
flows from the former: fo whenever the 
name or the revelation of Chrift is made ufe 
of to fupport and carry on the temporal in- 
tereji of any Chriftian, or any fet, or order, 
or body of men among Chriftians, by in- 
verting them with any the Icaft degree of 
temporal power out of which their prefent 
intereji might arife, this is manifeftly an abi^fe 
of the name and of the revelation of Chrift, 
by making thefc fubfcrvient to other, and 

contrary 
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conttary purpofcs than what they were in- 
tended. I would not be underftood to mean 
that Chriftmns as Chriftians have not a right 
to make ufe of the name and the revelation 
of Chrift by way of argument or motive in 
order to pcrfwade and engage each other to 
the practice of jujiice gratitude and Aenevo^ 
knee out of which the temporal good of 
many Ghriftians mufl: arife, there being in 
theie cafes no temporal power or jurifdidion 
at all ; but what I intend is that no Chriftian 
coDfidered as a Chriftian, and by virtue of 
his being fuch, has any coercive power or Ju^ 
rifUBion over the perfons or properties of any 
other Chriftians, fo as to have a right forcibly 
to oblige them to tiny thing, or to mulSl or 
punijh them for their non-compliance, Chrift 
not Iwfing delegated any fuch power 3 and 
when, or wherever it has been claimed and 
exercifed it has been fubverfive of the great 
end and purpofe of his coming, and of his 
jMxaching and miniflry; that is, it has beea 
injuriws to the prejent and future bappinefs of 
mankind. 

To believe in^ and to fubmit to be governed 
by the laws of Chrift, is what, and what 
alone conftitutes a Cbrijliany and it is this 
which controBs the relation betwixt Chrift 
and his people. Whoever therefore believes 
in^ and fubmits to be governed by the laws 
of Chrift, by this he becomes a Chriftian or 

B a member 
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9, member of the body of Chrift 5 and he 
is more or lefs a Chriftian, or rather he is a 
better or a worfer Chriftian a$ he more or 
kjs fubmits himfelf to be govertfeJ by CbriJFs 
laws ; and whep he throws up all fubjeSfion 
%Q the laws of Chrift and refufes to be gor 
yerned by them, he then ceafes to be s^ 
Chriftian or a member of the body of Chrift^ 
jet his profeflions and pretenfions be what 
fhey wilh Chrift ftands to his people in thq 
relation of a governour^ as he was appointed . 
and fent of God to declare to men wha? 
that rule of action is which they are to govern 
their tempers and behaviours by, and which 
will render them ple(ifing to their maker j 
and as he is appointed \}ci€\x judge to call them 
^o an account for their anions, and to re^ 
^rJ or funijb them in another world acr 
cording as they have behaved themfelves in 
jhis ; and if is mens fubje£ting themfelves to 
Chrijiy that is, to that law of reafon or ri^l^ 
ojf rigbteoujhe/s which Chrift fpccially requires 
their compliance with, that coptrafts the re- 
lation betwixt him and them, and which de- 
nominates him to be their bead^ that is, their 
goverqour ; and they to be his body^ that is^ 
his fubjed:s or people. So that Chriftians as * 
Chriftians have no otber bea^dy that is, they 
hiyc no other authoritative power or gover- 
i)9^r over tl^em^i but their one cotumm hea^ 
W gPVCrnour vif^j Chrift Jefus ou^ J^c^dip 

and 
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suxd they have no other laiv^ confidered as 
Chri0ians, but the laws of Cbriji to direct 
thcdr behaviour by. . And, 

..As a Chriftian confidered as fuch, is fub-^ 
jeded only to the laws of Cbriji : fo he is 
only ahfwerable to Cbriji^ and not to any 
ChriiHan, nor to any fet, or order, or body 
of in«n among Chriftians for the breacb of* 
them. Chrifl: is conftituted to be, not only 
ibsjok lawgiver^ but alfo the fole Jut^e of the 
behaviour of his people ^ and therefore his 
peo{^e are only anfwerable to bim for the 
breach of his laws. And though the laws of 
Ghriffc xequire the performance of relative 
and other duties; yet Chrift hath not inveft^ 
ed any Chriftian, nor any body of men 
among Chriftians with a rigbt to call any 
<^his people to an account for the breach of 
his laws, fo as to have a right to correct and 
fum/h them for their non-compliance. I 
would not be underftood to mean that Chri^ 
fl:ians as Chriftians have not a right to re-- 
prove and admonijh one another with rcfpec^ 
to their breach of the law of Chrift, and to 
make jufe of all proper methods by way of 
argument and fitrfwajiony in order to bring 
thet^aufgreffcH'S of* Cbrift's laws to repentance 
and reformation of their evil ways, there be* 
i^ in fachcafes no temporal power or ju« 
r^iiflioa at all; but what I intend is that 
a^ Chrift is conftituted the fble judge of the 

B 2 anions 
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adions of his people, fo it is his peculiar 
prerogative to punifti them for the breach 
of his laws. The fanSlions annexed to, and 
which are defigned to inforce obedience to the 
laws of Chrift are not the pleafurcs and pain$ 
of this worlds but the happinefe and mifery 
of another I and Chrift will in his own per^ 
fony at the proper time, viz. at the day of 
judgment^ call his people to an account for 
their behaviour and will reward or punifh 
them according as they (hall have adtcd agree* 
ably with, or contrary to thofe laws. I fay, that 
the Ikndlions annexed to the laws of Chrift 
are not the pleafures and pains of this world,v 
any otherways than as our obedience or diC' 
obedience to Chrift's laws is of itfelf and. 
by its own natural ttndtncy fuifervient to 
our prefent happinels or mifery. And there- 
fore, if any Cbrijliany or any body of men 
among Chriftians fliould take upon him, or 
them to inflidt any temporal ^Mmihm^ut upon 
any of their fellow Chriftians, for their breach 
of aiiy of the laws of Chrift, confidered as 
the laws of Chrift ^ this is plainly to invert 
the order of things, by annexing other and 
contrary fandliom to the laws of Chrift than 
he has annexed to them \ by judging and 
puniping bejore the time ; and by the members 
afluming^an authority y and exercifmg z power 
whiqb peculiarly belongs to Chrijl their be^td. 
And; 

As 
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As believing in, and fubmitting to be go- 
wrned by the laws of Chrift is what alone 
ccmftitutes a Chriftian : fo in this every per- 
fon is, and muft be a voluntiery it not being 
in the power of any man, nor any fet, or 
order, or body of men to believe in y and obey 
the laws of Chrift, in, and by, or for the 
p^Jon of another. Neither can any man, or 
body of men force faith ox fubjeSlicny in, and 
from the perfonot another; feeing faith is, 
and muft be the produce of conviSHon^ and 
obedience to the laws of Chrift muft be i;^?- 
liintary^ for otherways it is not, neither can 
it- be Chriftian obedience. To perform an 
adion which the law of Chrift requires, be- 
dufc the law of ihtjlate^ or any human ju- 
dicial power requires the performance of the 
fame action, and becaufe the law of the ftate, 
or fiich judicial power threatens^ and will 
punijh our difobedience ; this is not obedience 
to the laws of Chrift, but only to the law 
of ths Jiate^ or to fiich human judicial power 
as required, and was the ground of that obe- 
dience. And as every Chriftian is and muft:' 
be a vduntier, for otherways he is not ftridl- 
ly attd properly a Chriftian : fo he is fuch 
indipendent of the will aiid determination 
of any Chriftian, or any order, of men 
among Chriftians; it not being in their 
poirer to make him ^, or to naake him 
dtherways. I would not be underftood to 

B 3 mean^ 
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mean, that it is not in the power of any 
one man by argument^ by perfwafiorij by 
example and the like to incourage and im)ite 
men to a compliance with the laws of Chrift, 
or to lead or draw them off from their fid>- 
jeSlion to him ; but what l mean is that aa 
every Chriftian is and muft be fuch volun- 
tarily and of his own choice, in oppofition to 
the will or choice of any other perfbn or 
perfons who may be fuppofcd to chufe for 
him ; fo he is fuch independently, that is, it 
jdoesnot depend upon the will and pleafure of 
any other perfon or perfons whether he ihall 
be a Cbr0ian^ or w/, it not being in the 
power of any perfon or perfons to cbrtjiianizey 
pr unchrijiianize a man as they pleafe, but it 
depends upon every man's own pleafure^ (in 
oppofition to all others who may be fup- 
pofed to chufe for him, or force him, or de- 
termine againft him,) whether he will obey 
the laws of Chrift, or not ; and confequently 
whether he will be a Chriftian, or not. And, 
As the relation betwixt Chrift and bis. 
people^is contrafted by their believing in, and 
fubmitting to be governed by his ww*; fi) 
the fame thing cQntrads the relation of bro^ 
therbood betwixt one Chriftian and anotheTr 
Men do not in this cafe become related tp 
Cbriji by their relation to, and union witfe. 
each other y but on the contrary they becoQie: 
fcl^t^d to effchotk^ gpty «^jj vHpUy;]>y;thcir 

union 
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tif>i6iS \^ith, afld tlieir relation 16 Cbn% Sd 
that brofh6rho6d irt the prfefent cafe does not! 
4rife fftfm-, rioir depcftd upon the wiH anci 
plcafiife df any or all the members of that* 
hddf} but- whdlly and fotely upon each offe'i 
feladofi to the hiad Chriji\ he being thrf 
cefiter of urtky to the wnoK. And though 
any partknilaf fociety artiohg Chriftians may 
excommunicdte^ that Is, ekchide any individual 
from bei/yg a member of that particular fo- 
ciety, and thereby difokvn thtiir brotherly rc- 
ktio/i to him as a Chriftian : yet this does* 
ftot dejtroy that relation, nor make him kji a^ 
Chriftiift thun he was before ; becaufe his re- 
lation to Ghfiji^ and to them asf a Chriftian 
brbthef vH ddnfequence thereof does nbt arifc 
from, rior depend upon their opinioHoi hitti, 
libr their behaviour tbv^ai'ds hitii, but only 
by his heiie^itig iriy and fubmitting to fee' 
gtfverned by Chxik's laivs^ which liich iAs of 
e^tebtiimunicAtion does riot affedl at alL Aiicf, 
As Chriftians ftand to each other iii thd 
fdatiori of i/efhfefi only^ and not in the/cf-' 
latiori of fHajiefs and fervants to each otht^, 
confidered as Chriftians : fd there is nd fikih- 
thing ad gtrater or leji anSofig Chfiftiaflsr, 
edrifidereff as fuch, any otherWays than aS t6c 
ehriftia« !«trclatibn ha^ 1 ^eater or kfs in- 
Jfuence\ip6n their minds ihd lives, and thiefC- 
by the end tnA purfofe of that revelatibn; Ir 
more Qt hfiik^itt^^^T?xitiih^ Fortho* 
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one Chrlftian may by his being called to per- 
form ibme good offices towards his fellow 
Chriflians (&ch as to teach and admmijb 
j;hem and the like), or by his being intrufled 
^ with fuperior abilities to fcrve his fellow 
Chriftians^ than ibme other ChrifUans may 
be called to, or be entrufted with ; I fay, tho* 
this may enable one Chriftian to be nwre ufe* 
ful and ferviceable to his fellow Chriftians 
than other Chriftians are capable of being ; 
yet this does not give thofe who are called to 
apy office in a Chriftian fociety, or who are 
intruftcd with fuperior abilities to ferve it any 
fowery authority y jurifdiSlion or pre-eminence 
over their fellow Chriftians; but on the con^ 
trary they ftand to them in tbefe circumjiancis 
only as brethren in Chrift Jefusj that is, they 
are upon a foot oi perfeh equality in the(e 
refpefts. And therefore though Ghrift and 
his revelation may be truly iaid to be, fubier^ 
vicnt to the prefent happineis of mankind ; 
yet it is not by his invefting any Chrijiiany 
nor any Jet^ or order ^ or body of men an(K>ng 
Chriftians with a right of dominion over the 
per Jons or properties of their brethren out of 
; which their prefent intereft might arife (he 
-not having made zny fuch inwjliture)^ but 
k is by his engaging his difciples and fol- 
lowers to be Wife and good men, upon which 
their own prefent happineis, and their benefit 
V ^ialneis to /c/^/ docs apparently d^pen^/ 
■ .- This, 
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This;l fay, is the ftatc of Chrift's Church 
and people at ^^«/, even beforC;his;^f^«i/ 
coming. - He ftands to. his people inrth^ifqlft-. 
tion of a Govermur^ as be has reprefented io, 
theai>. and prcfled their obedience to <bat rale 
of adlion which they ought in reafob to 
govern their behaviour^ by s ^nd as he.wiU 
call them to an account for (heir- aiHiiops, and 
will reward or pani{h them in another w:orid, 
according to their behaviour here ; and they 
become his people, by their chufing to be 
pwemed by thofe laws. So that Chrift's king- 
dom^ at prejent^ doc;p jiot confift in the ex- 
crcife of any temporal power or jurifdi^ion 
over tht perjons ^nd properties of his peopk; 
but it is. a donainion over the confciences of 
sien» founded, only on argument and per-- 
fafafim*, mens confciences are firfl- bfought 
InA&'fuiMeSiion to Cbrijl^ by argument and 
pccfwaiipn» and then their perfons and pro- 
perties^ tl^ir affeSlion and anions vsc, not 
farceiy but voluntarily fubjeSted to bim^ as be- 
iog dire^ed and governed by his laws, and 
thereby are engaged in bis fervice, and this is 
. {JKvGdy and properly Cbrijlian obedience. The 
Jews and Romans thought by Chriil's taking 
to him&lf the title of King that he aifumed 
Jkcb temporal power and jurifdidion over 
xHxperJbns and properties of men as the princes 
aod potentates of the earth exercifed over their 
Jubje&Sy aod in this view of the cafe they 

confidered 
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ccnfidered him as an enemy to Cefaf: but 
he aflured them that, at frefent^ thi$ was! 
BOt the cafe, and that fach his temporal king^ 
dofii itas not of this age ; for if it were then 
would his fervants have fought for him, that 
he might not have been delivered to the Jews. 
What fort of power Chrift will aflume at 
hlsfecmd coming, when that kingdom {hall 
come which he hath taught his people td 
fray for; when he (hall take to himfdf his 
great ptmer and reign i when the kirlgdtmt 
of the nvorld fhall beeome the kingdoms of 
God, and of his Chrijiy is befides the purpofe 
of my prefer^t enquiry. What I obferve is 
that as Chrift, as yet, has not affumcd nor 
exercifed fuch a temporal dominion over his 
people, but only a dominion over their con^ 
Jhiencesy refuking from, and founded only on 
4$rgunmit and perjhvajion : fo neither has he 
ci^mmunicated any fucb tef?tp0ral ^yrtt or do- 
minion to others ; and confequently not any 
Cbriftian, nor My Jet, or order, or body of mm 
among Chriftians, confidercd as Ghriftians, 
aid by virtue of their being foch, have 
wy right oidmiftion 6vei* the perjbns 6r fro^ 
/^r^w of their brethren. 
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A3 the great end and the profei^ deiign 
of Chrift*s appearing in the workl 
and of bis delivering a divine revelation to it 
was to iave mens fouls (as I have bcforo 
fliewn) : fo iiirely this is an end moft extel^ 
knt a^d. valuable in itfelf> and moft worthy 
of him who undertook the proieoution of k. 
Happinefs is the proper objedt of defire to 
every intelfigent dependent being* and mi^ 
fery is the proper objed of their averfion and 
{buntings and therefore every fuch bemg is 
naturally ]|d to chufe and purfiie the one^> 
and avoid the other; tho* through their folly 
they often, diiappoint themfely^. So that 
whoever contrilmtes to the introdudion, pre^ 
feryation*. or increaife of happineis; or to. the: 
prevention^ leffi:ning^ or. removal of voMtsfr^ 
fuch an one i$ a benefaBtar to the intelligent 
nwrld. And a$ happinefe or xnifcry nwy be 
more^ or Uf$ general^, intenfe^ or durable : fo- 
the beneffU^ion in ODntributing to the intro^ 
^^ion, prcfervation, or incrcafe of the one, 
jj or 
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or to the prevention, leflcning, or removal of 
the other is greater^ or lefs in proportion. 
And when ^// thefe circumuances take place 
in the fame cafe in a very high^ or in the higih- 
efi degree ; this prodigioufly magnifies that bene- 
jFaaion. And this is plainly the cafe with re- 
fpeft to our Lord Jcfus Chrift in his undertak- 
ing for mankind, in which he propofes and 
deavours not only to introduce and procure the 
greateft and the moft durable happinefs, and 
to prevent i^t feverejl and trioA /ajiing mi*- 
fery ; but alfo to anfwer thefe gracious pur- 
pofes to a whole race of moral agents, or at 
leaft to as many of them whofe unhappy 
circumftances require it ; confequently he is 
under God the greateji benefaBor to our fpe- 
cies, provided the means made ufe of by 
him are fuitable and proper to obtain thoie 
ends. 

This leads me to inquire bow^ or in what 
nvay our Lord Jefus Chrift propofes to fave 
mens fouls \ that is, what method n^ hath taken 
to prepare men for, and to infure to them 
the favour of God, and their happinefs in 
another world; and to prevent them from^ 
bringing great and lafting mifery upon them- 
felyes. And if we examine the hiftory of 
his life and miniftry, from which alone we 
can obtain fatisfadlion in the prefent cafe 
we ihali find that he applies himfelf to men 

as 
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z^free kings who have the dire<aion of thcU^ 
own actions, and as fuch he lays before them 
and recommends to their moft feripus confi- 
deration certain doSlrinal proportions fourided 
upon the fuppofition of a Deity i which be- 
caufe of their great importance to mankind, 
and th^ir being very little attended to, are 
called the good news or the go/pel. And as 
thefe propofitions were in a particular znd 
fpecial manner recommended by Chrift to 
publick coniideration, and as he wzs partial^ 
larly and fpecially appointed to perform that 
work, they are therefore called the gofpel of 
Jefus Chrift. And thefe propofitions were 
recommended with this view that a fcrious 
and well-grounded perfwafion of thofe im- 
portant troths might be fuch a Jpring and 
principle of aSlion in men as might reform 
their vices and rightly direft and govern their 
minds and lives ; and thereby render them 
worrfiy of, prepare them for, and infure to 
them the favour of God and their happi-- 
nefs in another world; and prevent them 
from falling into great and lafting mifery, 
which otherways they were in great danger 
of bringing upon therafelves. And a nvelU 
grounded perfwafion of thofe truths thus be- 
coming a principle of adlion in men (as afore- 
laid) is called believing the gofpel; and be^ 
lievif^ in Jefus Chrift; and whoever thus 

believes. 
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beliafes, it is declared, that he (hall b# 
faved. 

The important truths which Chrift has 
thas recommended to publick confideration, 
may be fumraed up in the following parti- 
culars. F/Vy?, he requires and recommends 
the conforming our minds and lives to that 
eternal and unalterable rule of adtion which 
is founded in the reafon of things (which 
rule is fummarily contained in tne written 
word of God), and this he lays down as the 
cnly ground of divine acceptance, and as that 
which will entitle men to the favour of 
God and the happinefs of another world; 
and confequently this will prevent them froni 
being greatly and laftingly miferable. 5^- 
condly^ if men have lived in a violation of 
this righteous law, by which they have ren- 
dered themfelves highly difpleafing to God^ 
and worthy of his refentment^ then Chrift 
requires and recommends repentance and re-^ 
formation of their evil ways as the only^ and 
the fure ground of the divine mercy and for^ 
givenefs. And thirdly, in order to make thofe 
truths have the greater impreflion on the 
minds and lives of men he declares and af-- 
fures them that God has appointed a day in 
which he will judge the world in righteoufnefs^ 
and that he will then either acquit or condemn, 
reward Or punijh them according as they 
have, or have hot conformed theh: minds and 

live* 
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li^es to that rule of righteoufheis before-men- 
tioned, and according as they have^ or have 
mt repented and amended their evil ways. 
This is the true gojpel of Jefiis Chrift, and 
this is the way and method which Chrift has 
taken in order to fave mens fouls. 
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FIRST, Chrift requires and recommend* 
a conformity of mind and life to that 
r^le of aSlton which is founded in the reafimci 
things, and makes or declares that compliance 
to be the file ground oi divine accept ance^ and 
the only way to life eternal. And that thfe 
is the cafe is moft manifeft from the hiftory 
of his litb and miniftry, this being the point 
to which the generality of his parables and 
and difcourfes do moft apparently tend. For 
tho' he did not deliver fuch a complete body 
of laws or fyftem of morality as might parti- 
cularly dired: men how to adl under the var 
rious and difFerent circumftances of life in 
every inftance (there not having been any 
liich complete fyftem given, in, or by any 
divine revelation that has yet been delivered 
to the world, or at leaft this does not appear 
to have been the cafe), much lefs did he de- 
liver any new body of laws or rale of ad:ion 
totnankindj I fay, tho' this was not the 
cafe 5 yet Chrift did recommend to men and 
frefi their obedience to that law of reafm 
: ^2 which 



which they were antecedently obliged to go-r 
vern their behaviour by, as the hijlory of his 
life does abundantly teftify. He, when op- 
portunity offered, and as the occafion re- 
quired treated oi feverai branches of man^s 
duty, and fhewed in thofe inftances what in 
reafon ought to be done^ and what avoided. 
He alfo laid down fome general principles of 
tt^tio^^ ^z. the df>ittg as one would be done 
1^ the loving God with all our hearty foul^ 
mnd andjirengtby and the loving our nei^b^ 
tour 0i mrfelves ; from which general pnn- 
eipleSj^ jas U>ey are founded in reafon^ io the 
pdrticulars of our duty under the various an4 
difiefent circumftances of life are to be col-^ 
te&ed. He likewife referred men to that law 
oi reafon or liunmary account of man's duty 
contained in, and which is commonly called 
the /^ commandments as the rule of their ^c- 
tions'y and made or declared their obedience 
to it to be the ground of God's favour. And 
this law of reafon is fitly called the /^w of 
Cbrijiy as he fpecially and ftridly requires our 
compliance with it, and declares that com^ 
pliance to be the file ground 6£ divine ac- 
ceptance, in diftindion from, and in oppo- 
fition to that law of ceremonies or pojitive inr 
ftitutions which Mofis had delivered to the 
Jews^ and which therefore was cdled the 
law of Mofes. He alfo reprefentcd to noen 
the good and bad confiquences yiliiok. w0ul4 
C moft 
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inoft certainly attend their compliance^ or mn*' 
compliance with this law, with regard to the . 
favour or dijpleafure of God, and their fyfety 
or fnifcarriage in another world. 
' Tnus in his moft excellent fermon on tha. 
mount, after he had recommended the pcac^ ■ 
tice of virtue y and had reproved and cott^. 
demned the praftice of vice in rniny inftan* 
ces ^ that is, after he had (hewn what tem^ 
per and behaviour his Difciples and followers 
ought to put on^ and what to avoid i he then 
reprefented to them the mighty confequences 
which depended upon fucb thpir temneri. 
and aftions. Matthew vii. 21, 22, 23. Not 
every one that faith unto me^ Lord^ Lord^Jhall 
. enter into the kingdom of heaven : but he that 
doth the will of my Father which is in. heaven 
(which will he had been fpeaking about in 
the precedent fermon). Many will f^y uni$ 
me in that day^ {viz. the day of judgment) 
Lord, Lord, have we not prophejied in thy 
name ? and in thy name have caji out devils f 
and in thy name done many wonderful works ? 
And then will I profefs unto them, I never 
'knew you : depart from me ye that work ini- 
'quity. Here we fee are great pretenfions^ 
'pro/'ejing of Chrift, prophejying in his name, 
and -working miracles by his power and au- 
thority ; and yet all this availed nothing with 
rclped: to thej^w»r of God, and theiry^* 
ty- in another world 3 becaufe they were 
• ' ^ 2 - wanting 
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mnting in that upon which their acceptance 
vith God Icdely depended ; namely, con- 
forming their tempers ind anions to the law 
>i rigbteoufnefs. And therefore faid Chrift, 
lotwithftanding thefe your profejfioris and 
%reteftjum^ admitting them to be juji^ I 
never knew y^: that is, I never approved of 
you, and will certainly condemn you for your 
anrighlcods behaviour. 

Our Lord proceeds verfes 24, 25. I'here^ 
fare^ whoever heareth thefe fayings of miney 
and doth tbem^ 1 will liken him to a wife 
man who buik his houfe upon a rock : and the 
rain defcended^ and the foods came^ and the 
winds bleWy and beat upon that houfe 5 and it 
fell not J for it was founded upon a rock. Hero 
we fee what that rock is which is a Chri- 
^Y^%fecurity in the day of his trial ; name- 
ly, the attending to and following the ad- 
vice itA counfel which Chrift had given ia 
die }A:<cedent fefmoii, and doing what he 
had been recommending to our pra<aice. 
Chrift had been recommending to his au- 
dience the pradice of moral * virtue, or 
the cotofofming mens tempers and anions 

* Note. Tho' I think no a£Uon can be virtuous, but what 
is founded in reafon ; yet leaft any fhould think that the 
word Virtue is of a more extcnfive iignification, therefore to 
preirent any exception which othei-wife might have been 
taken, I call the virtue here referred to. Moral Virtue. 

€2 to 
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to that kw or rule of aftion which i§ 
founded in the reafon of things 5 and there- 
fore, as fuch, it is what God requires our 
obedience to, and makes that obedience the 
ground of our acceptance in his fight. I 
iay, it is bearing tht(t fayings oi Cbrijt and 
doing them, which is (in Chrift's account) 
building upon a rocky and which is a Chrii 
ftian's onlyfecurity in the day of his trial It 
is not profeffing Chrift, nor calling him 
Lord, nor giving him the higheft appella-. 
tions, it is not prophefying in his name, nor 
working miracles by his power and authori- 
ty, it is not an orthodox faith, nor fiibicrib^ 
ing creeds, nor afTenting to (if fuch a thing 
could be) myfleries and unintelligible propio 
litions, it is not a conflant attendance on, 
nor a warm zeal for ceremonies and cxtemsd 
obfervances, nor the like, which are the rock 
a Chriflian may fafely and fecurely build up* 
on : but it is to have his mind poflcfled with 
• thofe- virtuous qualities^ and his life adon^cd 
-with thofe worthy and virtuous aBions that 
Chrifl in the preceding fermon had been re- 
commending, which alone can afford a juft 
ground of hope and comfort to him 5 becaufe 
it is thefe alone which can render him a *tt?or- 
thy and a proper objeSi of divine regard* 

Our Lord goes on verfes 26, 27. Afd 
every one that heareth theje fayings of mine, 
Mnd doth them noty fiall be likeneX unto a 

foolijb 
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fpolijh man which built his houfe upon the /and: 
and the rain defcended^ and the floods came^ 
and the winds bleWy and beat upon that houfe ^ 
and it fell^ and great was the fall thereof. 
Here we fee what folly and madnefs it is for 
t man to make any thing befidcs hearing 
thefe fayings of Chrift and doing them (or 
the pradice of moral virtue) the ground of 
iu$ confidence ; becaufe any thing, and eve- 
ry thing fhort of this would be like build- 
ing a houfe upon thtfand, which when the 
rain defcended, and the floods came, and 
the .winds blew, and beat upon it, it would 
fally and great would be the fall thereof. 
From hence likewife we may plainly per- 
eeive what Chrift means by believing in him 
in the following declarations. Except ye be^ 
lieve that J am be, ye /hall die in your fins. 
He that believeth on me, hath everlajling life. 
He that believeth, and is baptized /hall be 
ftvtd^y and he that believeth not, fhall be 
damned^ and the like. Where by believing ^ 
it is evident that Chrift did not, neither could 
he mean a bare aflfent to the truth of this 
{NTopofition^ viz. that Jefus is the Chrift ; 
bat he means by it the attending to that mef 
fage which he was fent to deliver to tnc 
world, and the governing our minds and 
Uves according to it. To believe in Chrift 
iMf the iame as to believe the gofpel or the 
good news which Chrift proclaimed to the 
C 3 world. 



"26 The True Go/pel of 

world, and both imply fuch a ferious and 
well-grounded perfwafion of thofe truths as 
becomes a principle of a^ftion in the believer, 
and rightly direds his mind and life. Whor 
foever in this fenfe believes in Chrift, or bcr 
lieves the Gofpel 5 that is, is thereby wrought 
upon to become a virtuous and good man \ 
fuch a one will be faved^ or have everhjiing 
life. And whofoever in this fenfe does not 
believe, that is, does not become a virtuous 
and good man, but goes on in a vicious and 
wicked courfe of Hfe^ fuch a one will die in 
his fns or be damned. It is the doing or 
not doing what Chrift requires, which is tk 
ground of our fafety or mifcarriage ; and this 
is the teft by which we ihall be tried, ac- 
cording to Chrift's own account <rf this 
matter. 

But our Lord makes the cafe ftill plainer, 
if fuch a thing can be, in his anfwer to die 
man's queftion, Matthew xix. 16. Wbal; 
good thing fh all I do that I may hav( etemd 
life ? This was a plain and a fair que&ion, 
a queftion of the laft importance, and M^iich 
<:alted for a plain, a full, and a ferious anfwer j 
and which Chrift was obliged (if he wdaUi 
anfwer his charader as a fafe guide to Kfc 
eternal) tp anfwer accordingly! And the 
anfwer which Chrift returned to this im* 
portant queftion was, if thou wilt enter in^ 
/? ^if^> k^p tke fommandmentSy vcrle 17. 

And 
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And I think it may fairly and juftly b? pre- 
fumed that this anfwer was as plain zn^full 
as the cafe required; and confequently that 
the only ground of divine acceptance, or that 
which renders men pleafing and acceptable 
to God, and which fecures to them the hap- 
pinefs of another world, is keeping the com:- 
mandments. But then the queilion will re* 
turn what Chrift meant by the Command- 
ments. And the anfwer is evident, viz. hQ 
meant that law or rule of aiftion which 
i^ founded in the reafon of things, and which 
i*: iummarily contained in the ten Command^ 
ments. And that this is the tmth of the 
cafe appears from what follows. For as there 
had been an opinion among the Jews that 
there was one command which they were 
piorc efpecially obliged to obferve, and that 
a. ibidt obfervance of that one command 
would in fome meafure excufe their negledt 
of the reft : fo when our Lord told thd 
ipan he muft keep the Coramandments, the 
man ajked which ? In anfwer to this fecond 
queilioo^ our Lord (by explaining what he 
meant by the Commandments), did not 
iend the man back to any law of cererno- 
niea or poiitive inlBtutions which had be- 
fore been giv^ to the J!ews, neither did he 
point out to the XQan any fOch |aw or body 
of laws which he intended to lay upon 
Cluiftjausy and tp declare U ^ be the con-. 
C 4 dition 



28 "The true Go/pel of 

dition of God*s favour, but on the contrary- 
he referred the man to that fummary ac-^ 
count of man*s duty called the ten Com<- 
mandments. Jefusfaid^ thmjhalt do m mur^' 
dery thou /halt not commit adultery^ tboujhak 
not Jiealy thou Jhalt not bear falfe mtnefs^ ho^ 
nour thy father and thy mother: and thou 
Jhalt love thy neighbour as thy/elf verfes 18; 
19. or as St Mark hath it chap. x. 19. 
7hou knoweji the commandments^ do not com-^ 
mit adultery^ do not kill^ do not fiealy do not 
bear falfe ivitnefs^ defraud not^ honour thyfa^ 
ther and thy mother. And thus St Luke 
hath it chap, xviii. 20. T^u knoweji the 
commandmentSy do not commit adultery ^ do 
not killy do not Jieal^ do not bear falfe wit^ 
nefiy honour thy father and thy mother. From 
all which it is moft evident that by the 
Commandments Chrift means the moral lawi 
or that mle of adtion which is founded in 
the rcafon of things ; and which therefore 
every rational being ought to direct his be*i> 
haviour by, and whoever makes this law the 
meafure of his aftions fhall have everlajiing 
life. Again, 

Our Lord returned the like anfwer to the 
queftion which the Lawyer put to him, 
Luke X. 25, 26, 27, 28. And behold^ a^ 
certain laivyer food up^ and tempted himj 
fayingy Majlery what Jhall I do to inherit 
eternal life? He {viz. Chrift) faidunto him^ 

what 



Jefm Cbrifi afferted^ 29 

what is written in the law? How readefi 
thou? And be (the tnzxi) an/wering^ faid^ 
thou Jhak love the Lord thy. God with all 
thy hearty and with all thy Jbul^ and with 
all thy Jlrengthy and with all thy mind; 
and thy neighbour as thy felj\ And he 
(viz. Cbrift) Jaid unto bimy thou hajl an^ 
fmered rights this doy and^thqu Jhalt live^ 
Here agam we fee Chrifi: declared that the 
way to eternal life, or the true grounds 
of divine acceptance is to keep the Com*, 
mandments, by loving God and our neigh- 
boor, which is nothing elfe but the con- 
forming our minds and lives to that rale 
of adion whidi is founded in the reafoa 
of things. And 

Here I beg my reader to obferve that 
this is Cbrifi' s own account of the mat- 
ter J and therefore it may mo/l fafely be 
relied upon^ And as the queftions which 
were put to him were of the bigbeft im-^ 
fortance to mankind, wx. what men fhould 
dp that they might obtain eternal life \ 
and as he was fent into the world on 
purpofe that he might be a Jafe guide to 
men in this very affair : fo if he had not 
given a full and true anfvber to thofe 
queftions, if he had not plainly declared 
all that was neceflary for men to jb^r 
and ^ in order to obtaia eternal life \ theu; 

he 
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ht would not have been true to his truA, 
he would mt have anfwercd his Charaderi 
but this is not to be fuppoied. An4 
therefore we may depend upon it that 
the keeping the Commandments, or i;he 
governing our minds and lives by that 
rule of adion which is founded in the 
reaibn of things will moft certainly ren- 
der us pleaiing and acceptable to God, 
and fecure to us the happinefs of another 
world, 

I would alfo defire my reader to ob- 
ferve, that our Lord Chrill: did not pro- 
pose or point out to men any new way 
to God's favour and eternal life, but on 
the contrary he recommended that good 
old way which always was, and always 
will be the trae way to life eternal ; viz^ 
the keeping the commandments, ox the 
loving God and our neighbour which is 
the &nie thing, and is the fum and fub- 
Aance of the moral law. This plain 
path-way to heaven lay negleSed, and 
for the moft part unfrequented ; men both 
Jews and Gentiles having foriaken the 
fountain of living water, that isji tho 
true way to life eternals and he wen to 
thcmielves cifterns broken cifterns that 
can hold no vrater; that is, they had 
, found out new and J&lfe ways ol rocom^ 

npiending 
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mending themfelves to God's favour. And 
this rendered our Saviour's undertaking and 
miniftry fo much the more needful. And 
therefore it was truly faid of him that 
he was to be, (not the maker, but) the 
rejiorer of right paths to dwell (or walk) 
in. 
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SECT. IV. 



AS Chrift requires and recommends a 
conformity of mind and life to that 
unalterable rule of adion which is founded 
in the reafon of things as the only ground 
of dmnc acceptance, and as the only way to 
life eternal ; fo if men have lived in a viola- 
tion of this righteous law by which they 
have rendred themfelves difpleafing to God, 
and worthy of his juft refentment : then fe- 
condly^ Chrift requires and recommends r^- 
fentance and reformation of their evil vvrays as 
the only ground of the divine mercy and for- 
givcncft. The dodtrine of repentance and 
remijjion ofjins were what Chrift was chiefly 
concerned to publifh to the world ; becaufe 
as mankind were generally corrapt and vi- 
cious, and were far from conforming their 
minds and lives to that rule of righteoufnefs 
which ought to have been the meaftirc of 
their actions 5 fo they not only took falfe 
meafures for the recommending themfelves 
to the divine favour, but alfo upon a fenfe 
of their guilt they went into falfe ways of 

obtaining 
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obtaining the divine mercy ; and this was too 
too much the cafe both of Jews and Gen- 
tiles. By falfe ways and meafures I mean 
fuch ways and meafures as were not fuitabie 
and proper, and therefore were infufficient 
to anfwer thefe purpofes. Mankind being 
under fuch circumflbances, it became our 
Lord Jefus Chrift as he was fent to be the 
Saviour of the World to undeceive them in 
theft particulars, by fairly and plainly repre- 
fenting to them the trae and the only 
grounds of divine acceptance ; and .(^s man- 
kind were generally vicious and wic45ed), to 
reprefent to them the only and the fixre 
way to obtain the divine mercy and forgive- 
nefs ; and to awaken in men a juft and an 
aflfeaing fenfe of the great importance of 
thefe things, as their fafety or mifcarriage in 
another world does manifeftly depend upon 
them. This was plainly the bufinefs of one 
who took upon him, or who was fent of 
God to be the Saviour of the world. And 
this was what our Lord Jefus Chrift care- 
fully and faithfully performed in the exercife 
of his miniftry. 

Chrift not only called upon finners to re- 
pent and turn to God, and do works meet 
for repentance, but he alfo plainly and ex- 
prelsly declared this was the very end and 
purpofe of his coming, viz. to caJl finners to 
repentance, and to afiure them that except 
2 they 
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they did repent they would all pcrifli : whichs 
plainly fuppofes and im^ies that if they did 
repent and amend their ways^ they would 
obtain the Divine mercy. And as he preached 
the dodrines of repentance and remlffioa of 
fins to the Jews in his own perfon ; fo he 
roie from the dead on purpofe that ho might 
commifiion, and fpirit, and fend out the 
Apoftle^ to preach the iame dodtrines to the 
refi of mankind. This is what he exprefsly 
declared to his Di&iples. Saith he» thus it 
is written^ and thus it behaved Cbriji to fuffer^ 
and to rife from the dead the third day ^ and 
that repentance and rendffion of fins Jh&uld be 
preached in bis name among all nations. L«kd 
xxiv* 46, 47* Which is as much as if he 
had faid, thus it is written , and thus it be* 
hoved Chrift as he v/as fent of God to* be 
the Saviour of the world to take all proper 
care that the doctrines of repentasKe and re^* 
miGion of fins fhould be preached scmong dl 
nations s and as he did not preach thofb dd-^ 
dtrines to all in his own perfon, but only to 
the fingle nation of the Jews, in the doing 
of which he drew on him the hatred and 
unreasonable sefentment of that people, 
which wa3 fhewn in their profecudng bim 
even unto death, and which therefore it be- 
hoved him to fuffer^ and not to draw back 
in the difgharge c^ fo weighty a trufl : £& 
likewife it behoved him to rife again froo^ 

tlie 
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the dead, and to commiflion, and fend out 
his Apoftles to preach the fame do<ftrine to 
the reft of the world. I fay, it behoved 
Chrift to do all this as he had undertaken 
to promote and fet forward ihtfahation of 
mankind^ which truft he faithfully difcharged 
accordingly. And, 

Here I beg leave to remind my reader? 
that to .preach the go/pel^ and to preach the 
dodtrines of repentance and remiffion of Jim 
is in Chrift's account \ht fame things for 
what he calls preaching the goipel at one 
time, he calls preaching the doftrines of re- 
pentance and remiflion of fins at another. 
Thus Mark xvi. 15. Andhefaid unto them^ 
go ye into all the worlds and preach the gofpel 
to every creature j compared with Luke xxiv. 
46, 47. And be faid unto them^ thus it is 
written, and thus it behoved Chrifi to fvjfer^ 
and to rife f rem the dead the third day, and 
that repentance^ and remijjion of fns jhould he 
preached in his name among all nations. Here 
we fee what Chrift means by the gofpel, or 
what that golpcl is which he commiffioned, 
and fent out his Apoftles to preach to the 
world : viz. it is the dod:rines of repentance 
and remiffion of fins, 

I would likewifc remind my readers that 
Chrift hath pointed out to finners no other 
way to the Divine mercy and forgivenefs, 
than that good old 'way, viz. by repentance 

and 
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and reformation of their evil wayst^ ;^hiQ^ 
ah)fijf ivas^ a^d ahvays will be the true^aod 
only Ayay for finncrs to obtain the' ^ diyujle 
mercy. This i$ the way which Oo^ Jby 
his prophets heretofore pointed out tp tt« 
fin(ul nation of Ifracl. Thus ifaiab i. lpl)if^' 
Wfijf? y^9 make ye cleaTJ, put anioay fbe-evijf^ 
yoi{r. doings from before mine eytSy ceafe, to, df 
evil, learn to do wejl^. feek judgment^ reUe^i 
tie o^pr^edy judge the fatherlefs^ t^^0'^^%, 
widow. Cgme how and let us reajon tog^fk 
jhitb the Lord, though your fins be as fiartet^ 
they Jhdll be as white, as fnow ; though thn U 
red tike crimfon, tbeyjhall be as;f!oool, W|>i^ 
is the fiime as if he had faid, though yoij^ 
fins are many and great; yet upon your r«S 
pentance and reformation they fhall be for- 
given. Thus again, Ezekiel xviii. 30. T^bere- 
fore, I will judge you O koufe of IJrael, every 
one according to his ways, faith the Lord God-, 
repent, and turn yourfehes from all your 
tranjgrejjions, fo iniquity Jhall not be your ruin. 
Which is the fame as to fay, that upon their 
repentance and reformation, they (hould ob- 
tain mercy. As to that dodtrine viz. that 
Chrift hath by his. fufferings and death niade 
fatisfadlion to God for the fins of the world, 
and thereby merited the finners difcharge 
from condemnation, this doftrine Chrift did 
not preach ; and therefore it cannot be any 
part of his gofpel, but it is diredly oppo- 

fite 
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lite to it, and tends tQ fubvert it. The true 
dodtrines of the gofpcl of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jefus Chrift touching this matter, are 
"^the dodtrines of repentance and remijfhn of 
fim\ that is, repentance and reformation is the 
only way to tne divine mercy. Let not there- 
fore the finner truft to, nor rely upon the 
vain words of men, who like Rabjhakeh the 
captain of the hoft of the \i\xigoi AJfyria^ 
may, and will deceive them; but let them 
iruft to, and rely upon the words of our 
Lord Jefos Chrift, v^rno was fent of God> to 
be their guide and inftm(fte| in this parti- 
cular, ana who, they may Be aflured upon 
good grounds, will not deceive them in fo 
important an affitir. 



SECT. 
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SECT. V. , 
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AS Chrifl reprefented to, and .pre£^ 
upon men a conformity of mioid ai)d 
Hfe to that eternal law or rule of afiacii^^ 
which is founded in the reaibn of thin^ 
as the only ground of the divine accep7 
tance; and as he recommended tQ» ;f^ 
preffed upon finners repentance and refoiiivh 
tion of their evil ways, as the only ground 
of the divine mercy and forgivenefs j , (6 that 
thofe important truths might make the 
deeper impreflion, and have a more laft^ 
ing influence upon the minds and lives of 
men, he thirdly znd' lajifyj affured them tb«t 
God has appointed a time in which he will 
judge the world in righteoufnefs, and that 
he will then call all men to an account for 
their adions, and will acquit or condemHi 
reward or punifti them in another ftate, ao' 
cording to their behaviour in this. Thu|^ 
Matthew icxw. 31* to the end of the chap 
ten fFben the Jon of man Jhall come in m 
glory ^ and all the holy angels with him^ then 

JhaU 



Jefus Chtifl d[ferted. 39 

(ball be fit upon the throne of his glory. 
And brfore htm Jhall be gathered all nations^ 
and be jhall feparate them one from an^ 
other ^ as a Jhepberd dhidetb the Jheep from 
the goats, jdnd he Jhall fet the Jheep on hii 
right bandj but the goats on the left, ^n 
fball the King fay to them on his right hand^ 
come ye bkjfedofmy Father^ inherit the king^ 
iom prepared Jor you from the foundation of 
tbe world. For I was an hungred^ einiye 
phje me meat : I was thirfiy^ andye gaiM me 
dtink: I was a Jlr anger ^ and ye took me in: 
rmhed^ and ye clothed me : I was fick^ and 
j!r vijited me : I was in prifin^ and ye came 
itiEto, me. Then Jhall the righteous anjwer him^ 
JJFfing^ Ldrd^ when faw we thee an hungred^ 
9tid fed thee ? or tbirfiy^ and gave thee drink ? 
«&w faw we thee a Jiranger^ and took thee 
^f or naked^ and clothed theef or when faw 
lie thee ficky or in prifon^ and came unto 
Hieef And the king Jhall anjwer^ and fay unto 
ihem^ verily I Jay unto you^ in as much as ye 
kaife done it to one of the leafi <f thefe my 
hkd^n^ ye have done it unto me. ThenJbaA 
Bt ft^ a^ unto them on tbe left hand, depart 
firm mey ye curjedy into everJaJiing fire, pre^ 
pared Jbr tbe Devil and bis angels: For I 
Mm an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: 
l\was thirfiyy and ye gave me no drink r I 
was afirangery and ye took me not in ; naked^ 
ptd yechtbed me not: ficky and in prifm^ 
' K ' D 2 and 
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and ye n>ijited me not. T'ben Jhall they aIfo,am 
fwer him^ fayi^g^ Lord^ wbmfanjo we thee an 
bungred^ or a thirfi^ or a ft ranger^ or naked^ 
or ftck^ or in prtjon^ and did not minifter 
unto thee? Then Jhall he anfwer them^ fayi^% 
'berily I fay unto you y in as much as ye did it 
not to one of the leaft of thefe^ ye did iti& 
to me. And thefe fhall go away intoen^erla^ 
ing punijhment : but the righteous into lift 
eternal Here we fee Chrift has not turfy 
declared that God will moil certainly judge 
the world, by him; but alfo he has ihewn 
by what mle he fhall proceed in pafling that 
judgment ; m%. he (hall approve or condemiij 
reward or punifh every man as he has, or 
has not conformed his afFeftions and ajftioDS 
to that righteous law which is founded tk 
the reafon of things, the end of \vhidi 
kw is Charity y or benevolent ajfeBion and 
anions. . - 

The moral law, or that law which /& 
founded in the reafoii of things is a law lA 
kFoey or a law which is briefly comprehended 
in this fiiying, namely, thou palt love the Lord 
thyGod with all thy heart , and thy neighbmr 
j'^thyfelf St Paul has juflly obfervcd, that 
"^ as iove worketb no ill to his neighbour \ ioim 
(or a conduft direfted by love), is the<ifiiU 
jfiUing of the law. Romans xiii. lo* And as 
the mt^^l law is a law of love: fb QkASt 
hath declared that it is by. this Jaw every 

man 



maa (faafl be med ; every man Jhall be ftp- 
profved or condemned, rewarded or pij,ni&ed 
according as he has, or ibas not coftfortn^eci 
his afieftions and ; adions to this l^tw of 
Icwre; T^en {viz. at the day oE jitdgBieni)i 
pall the King fay to them on his righi kand^ 
Come ye blejfed of my Father, inherit the king-- 
dom prepared for you, from the foundation of 
the world. For / 'zc;^^ (in mine and your 
needy brethren) an htmgred, and y^ gave 
me meat: bcc. And then fhall he fay alfi 
to them oH his left hand^ Go ye airfed into 
ever lafiing fir ey prepared for the devil and 
bis angeis- For I was an hungred^ and ye 
gave me no meat, &c. Chrift as a righte- 
ous judge will approve or condemn, re- 
ward or punifh every man according as 
thette has been an antecedent fitnefs^ or un- 
fitnefe, worthinefs, or unworthinefe in the 
perfbn judged. And this judgment is to be 
confidercd; not as an arbitrary infiitution^ 
or a particular appointiiient of God, in thcfe 
latter ages I but as z part of the original 
fcheme of providence^ when this world was 
^/>2 called into being. This is evident 
from ivhat Chrift faith of that kingdom 
which the righteous fhall inherit, t^/2S[* that 
it was prepared for them from the fourth 
jdation of the .world. So that God will 
judge the world, not bccaufe he iias deck- 
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red in, ttrd by the gofpel of Jefiis Oak 
that he will do it; but he has dedaied 
In, and by the gofpel that he will do it, 
becauie it is fit and reafonable that he 
ihould, and becaufe he originally purpoicd 
fo to do. 
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HAving fliewn in the three preceding 
feftjons what is the true gofpel of Jefus 
Chrift, or what is that dextrine of life and 
falvation which Chrift himfelf preached, which 
likewifejt behoved him to preach, or which 
the circumftanees of things required tha£ he 
fhould preach, as he was ient to be the fa* 
viour of the world, and which thercfoi^e is 
ftriialy and properly called the gofpel or the 
good news: I now therefore beg leave fo 
Slew, in one or tivo inftanccs, what i3 not 
that gofpel. And 

Firft, the Gofpel of Jefus Chrift is not 
an hiftorical account of matters of faSl. As 
thus. Chrift fufiered, died, rofe from the 
dead, afcended into heaven, &c. Thefe are 
hiftortcal faSii the credibility of which arifes 
from theftrength ofthofe evidences which 
are, or can be oflFered in their favour: but 
then^ thofe fads are not the gojpel of Jefut 
Chriji^ neither in whole, nor in part. Luke 
vii. 22. Go ymr way^ and tell John what 

D 4 things 
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things ye have feen ^nd heard^ hm tbM tk 
blind fee y the lame waliy the lepers are clean- 
fed^ the deaf hear^ the dead are raifed^ A 
the poor the gofpel ii preached^ 8cc. Here wc 
fee that the gofpel was preached to the poor 
by Chfift himfelf, antecedent to the tranf- 
adtions I now refer to ; and therefore tboie 
fadts, or any dodrfnes founded upon them, 
(iiich as that of Chrif's fatisfaSlion^ or that 
of his intercefjimy or the like,) cannot be any 
part of that gofpel. 't 

Thus again. Chrifl turned water into wu4 
gave fight to the blind, feet to the lame, lift 
to the dead, &c. Thefe are fads^ which 
though they were proper to awaken die aU 
tention of his hearers, and to give wesht to 
his preaching and miniflry ; yet the mftfOFj 
of them is no part of his gofpel. The.faiftd^ 
ry of thefe fadts when well attefbd may he 
offered as an evidence of the Divinity-^ 
ChxiH' s mijjion 'y but then this hiflory, as 
far as it is an hiflory of fuch £ads onbf^ can 
be no part of that mif!ion ; and cotifequdbtly 
can be no part of Chrifl's GofpeL This- is 
evident from the text I before quoted^ l^uJk 
vii. Z2. Where the working of miracles^ and 
preaching the gofpel to the poor, are by 
Chrifl coniidered and reprefented as two 
dififerent things. The gofpel of Jefus Chrift 
was that dodlrine which he preached (the 
(Mm of which J have already confidered), 

i^ and 



and not any hiftoiy of &da:^hii:h i;ela|(^<6ir^ 
thcr to his perfon or miaHlry*^ fiefides^ ^o^ 
hOi^ are fuch aa ihe JihatiMpf^mani^J ^i^ 
not primarily and immediatdyj but'jo^%^ i^^ 
condarily and. mediately concern^ i^it|^^ 
and thcrofore tfacy are n<» part of,<SvW^ 

gofpcK ■ ." .V --N.^ '.':' ■ i ^^or!^- 

, Thus again. ?St Pacr i&kh, v tfeat. Chtift 
went and freacM t& th )JpiritS\mMf>t^^ 
^bicbfome time were dijbbedient^whei^^n^ 
kng fuffering of God waiied^m ifJbi' dayf^^ 
Noab. I Pet. iiii 1 9,. 20. j TWs ia ar, ihpff 4)ut 
dark branch of hiftbrjy : or : ai ? rdatip^) of a 
ihatter c£ h&y which relation ha^tpvjfdal 
the heads of many en<piirer$ to ^nd fOat:Jt9 
tnie meaning ; though it is a maoer ^^no 
concern to us. whatia meant by it> ;pr JbiQttf 
St JPeten came by his information^ ;<Mr vi^ie^ 
dber the relation givei> be true, ofv falfe j 
feeing it is no part of the gofpel of Chrjfft^ 
and it is> what the &ving mens £wh is; nqit 
concerned with. 

/ • I l!riros again. St Jamet^ (as in cha^i y»T ifi 
i8>)n jdelates it as a matter of fad:, vtz^iXh^X 
EUaB prayed eamejtly that it might not^ fmn 1 
and itJrmned not tm the earth by the fp^eof 
three years and Jioc months. And he. fr^d 
again \ and the heavens gave raihg atj^ tbt 
earth brought ft^th her fruit. An<lacf;:qr4ipg 
to St James's reprefinttition of th fiwy^ the 
i:afe feamsr^: t^ bc»^ n^ - <»nly ,te . .ti^ great 
... drought 
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drought was broughe apon the land, m cook 
fequence of the prtfhefs prayer ^ but aUb tint 
the prophet's prayer was tlie produce xA fas 
paffion and refentment. Elias was a manfiA^ 
je^ to like pajfions as we are^ and he frajd 
earneftlyy &c. Now, whether St j^^wwj rtt 
ccivcd that part of the hiftory, viz. that ;thc 
three years and a half's drought upon the land, 
and then the giving of rain, was the efeQd 
tht prophet* s prayer I I fay, whether S/tJames 
received this by tradition from the Jenti 
{hx it does not appear to be fupported hj tbe 
hiflory of thofe times), or how he came bf 
his information, or whether it be true in 
faA, or not, it maketh nothing to us^ibeijig 
It is no part of the gofpel of Jefus Chcti^ 
and it is what the iaving of our fouls isinoo 
in the leaft concerned with. Again, . . aV, 
Secondly, the gofpel of Jefus ChriftisuMr 
any particular private opinion of any^ orol 
all the writers of the hiftory of his life and 
miniftry ; nor any private opinion of any^ 'or 
of all thofe whom he fent out to >puiUi{h 
his gofpel to the world ; nor is any dE theif 
reajbnikgs^ or concluftons founded on, or drawn 
from fuoh opinions any part of that gofpeli 
Thus St J^^Aw begins his hiftory, Jvbn k i, 
i, 3. In the beginning was the wora^ and the 
"BsordiMS with God^ and tbe word was GnL 
Th&fame was in tbe beginning with God. jill 
thir^i nte¥e WMde by bim^ and without him 

was 
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^as not any thing made tb0 vw ma^. Theie 
f)ropofitt6i»i for any tbing ffa^it appesurs to 
the ccmtrary, arc onty the frigate pj^man, aC 
St Jabnj who wrote the4ttftQry 01 Chriil'i 
life and mimftry, and ?they arc na part of 
Cbrifl's gofpel ; viz. that goijpel which bo 
preached to the poor^ and which be ga/ve ia 
charge to ha Apc^ks to publifh to the world* 
And. therefore whether Chrift was the Jjcg^^ 
or Word, whether he was with Cod, and 
was God, or whether be made all things ii( 
the fenfe in which St John ufes thoie terms^ 
or not^ is of no coniequenoe to us % becauia 
fhefe points are no part of Chrift's gofpe\« 
^d they are what the ialvation of mankind 
is not in the leaft concerned with. Whetbee 
Chrift pr6^xifted,or not; ot whether he was 
the agent employed by God in making this 
vl&bh vKirld, or not; are points which do 
not afifed: the £iving of mens fouls at aU^ 
k being fiifficient for us to know, that he 
\trB& the frnt of God, and that the ^word cf 
the herd in his mouth was truth. This I iay^ 
is fiifficient for us to kncfW, with regard ta 
our £dvation; and therefore whether the 
fbrementidned proportions are truths, or not;, 
is of no confequence to us in that refpedt. 
BeiideSy we do not know what was the 
ground and foundation of St John's opinion 
with refpe£t to tbo& points, and therefore 
we csutDOt pofiiUy form, a judgment wheUier, 
2 his 
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his opinion was well grounded, or not^ anc] 
con&quently whether it ought to be: nsiiea 
upon, Qc not* To fay m this cafe that St;^dfi« 
was divinely inured in writing fais biftd^ 
ry^ is (for any thing that appears) grotindleih 
to prefiime a point which is void of 'prool; 
and which therefore is not to be admitted;^ 
Thus again. St Pji^ feenos to be of opinion 
that the gofpel being preached to the Gcntiks 
was awing to thegenerality of the Jews rejeBit^ 
jt^aS; appears from his argument and realonings 
Romans xi, from verfe the loth to the end of 
the chapter^ And it feems to be his opinioa 
likewise that it was a part of the OFigbai 
fcheme of providence, and a thing intended 
by God that the body of the Jewifh: natioflt 
fhould thus rejed: the gofpel, and tliereby 
give him an occafion of offering it to ; the 
Gentiles; or at leaf):, that he foreknowuig 
the Jews would a£t thus takes an occafioa 
from that circumflance, (being as it were af->- 
fronted with, and refenting their ingratitndc)^ 
to oiiier the gofpel to the Gentiles, whicb 
otherways he would not have done. StJPaid 
alfo feems to be of opinion that Godby^diis 
method of his providence intended, ^lot^oo^ 
ly to (bow kindneft to the Gentiles ^ ImU; 
alfo to mortify the Jews, and provokA.them 
to jealoufy, which vfrasHkely to be tbecaie 
when they faw thc.GentHes who were a 
people whom they very much defpilcd takeu 

into 
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into divine favour, and" niadc thek rivals^ 
This fccips to be the purport of the Apirfkk's 
arganwtofc The points herer reforrcd »,' ai 
think, are no other than the private cpimm 
of 8t Paul. Now, whether that opmiopf 
was founded on fome »;«* of the Oi^ST^^ 
menti or on the words of Chrift to ^he 
woman of Canaan, (Mattb. xv. 24* / ij/» 
not fent but unto the l(fji Jheep (f ipM)i 
or on the praSiice of Chrift^ who^ifi hi* 
own perfon preached the gofpel to tbe: Jew« 
only 5 or whether the Apoftle's cfinibrl 
was well-grounded, or not ; or whether wd 
rightly underfland the Apoftle's meaning 
herein, or not, it maketh no matter to us ; 
feeing it, and all his reafbnings founded upon 
it are no part of Chrift's gofpel. 

To this I may add; that the private opi-- 
nions of thofe who wrote Chrift's hiftory, 
and of thofe who were appointed and fent 
out to preach his gofpel to the world, were 
in many inftanccs venr abjirufe^ and mach 
above tne capacities or the common people. 
Whereas, tli gofpel which Chrift preadiei 
to the poor, and which he gave iii cfeafg^ 
to his Apoftlcs to publilh to the world, vpaS 
plain and intelligible^ znd level to the hijD0 
untkrfianding^ as indeed it ougbty and mujl 
needs be. For if Chrift had preached to the 
poor, that is, to the lower part of mankiftd 
an hiftoric|l account of h&$^ or a &t of my-^ 
2 fterious 
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fleriousand aknofl: unintelligible pr<^fitiQ^S| 
which had bee;n liable to ^ thoufand difficult 
Uesand perplexities ^ this would h^ve been, 
Qot to iniuu(St, but to confound thetn^ and 
would have be^n the &me to them as preach- 
ing in an unknown tpngue ; but to our ^ 
ti^adtion and comfi3rt this is by no ipcan^ 
the cafe. I might proceed farther, but this 
is fufficient for my prefent purpofe, which is 
to remind my reader ibat every thing hhf^ 
Chrift's gofpel which weak, or ignorant^ ck 
artful men have taken upon them to caU by 
that name. 



SECT. 
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AS the grand defign of our Lord Jdus 
Chdift If as to iaye xx>ens fouls, and 
as he proieqitcd that deiign by hispropofiug 
and recotxitmending to mens mo& Ibrious 
confideratipn certain dodfcrinal propofitions, 
which becaafe of their great importance to 
mankind are called the good news or the 
gofpel : ib he took ibveral other fteps, and 
did fev^al other things in order to ren^ 
der that golpel efFedual to anfwer the gra- 
cious purpoie for which it was intended. 
And 

Firft, Chrift according to the account 
given in the hiftory, wrought a long train 
of miracles', that is, he did upon feveral oc- 
cafions, and in a variety of ways, «ccrcifc 
fuch power as was greatly fuperiour to any 
power that is ordinarily found amongft men, 
the efFedts of which in couMnon knguage 
are called miracles. And as this power was 
employed in ads of kindnefs and heiicuolence, 

viz. 
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viz. in giving fight to the blind, health^ ta 
the fick, life to the dead, &c. fi> it «m 
chiefly intended to fet forward the ialvatkHi 
of mankind, by alarming the people^ and 
calling in their mo& Jerious attentim to. wist 
Chrift had to offer to them ; and by iiamp^ 
ing a divine CbaraSier upon his preacfaii^ 
and miniftry ; by which means his dodlrine 
was likely to have the greater influence^ 
and make a more tailing imfMreffion upotf 
the minds and lives of men. For tho' Chnfl^ 
dodrine was exadly conformable to our at^ 
tural notions of things, and therefore when 
confidered alone it was worthy of all accepta* 
tion ; yet when to this was added a divine 
cbaraGfer^ and it came recommended as th* 
word and will of God, this naturally brouglit 
it home to the minds of men with much 
greater weight and power than otherwaya it 
would have come ; at lead, this was lilccly; 
to be the cafe with the le^ confidering part 
of ourfpecies, and who are much the greater 
part of mankind. 

I do not hereby charge my felf with the 
proof of the fcidts before-mentioned, neither 
do I enter into thofe queftions, viz. whether 
thofc &£ks were a ftridl and proper proof of 
the divinity of Chrift's miflion, or whether 
when all things are taken into the cafe 
they carry with them the higher degree of 

prchaBility 
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pnhabili^ that they were .wrought by the^ ' 
power t^Qod rather than by the agency of 
any odber tdng, thefe are points be(id^ my 
pre&ntpuipofe: bat what I obferve isad^^ 
matting they were really » wrought as there 
hiftory fets forth, then they naturally tend-*: 
ed, not only to draw the multitude about 
our Lord, but al£> to call in their attention 
to what he had to offer to them, and care-» 
fiiUy to consider the truth and reafonablenefsi 
of it. And as Chrift repreiented himielf as 
a mejfenger fent from God\ fo thofe fafts were 
likely to be of weight upon the minds of 
the people in that refpeft. To fee a mart 
cxercife fuch power as was greatly fuperiour 
to any power that is ordinarily found amongft 
men, which power was employed in inftant- 
ly giving fight to the blind, hearing to the 
deafy &et to the lame, ftrength to the weak^ 
health to the lick, life to the dead, and the 
like ; and that in the fiipport of a do(ftrine 
which is exadly conformable to our natu- 
ral notions of things, which is founded in 
truth and reafon, and which is greatly fub-" 
fcrvient to the prefent and future well bc-^ 
ing of mankind ; this furely muft lead men 
to refleSiion and conJideratkn\ and thofe fads 
muft have weight upon the minds of the 
ipeftators, and carry with them at leaft 
the face of a probability that they were 

E wrought 
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wrought by the power of Gpd^ rather 
than by the agency of any other being; 
and as fuch were eridenccs of Chrift's di- 
vine mifiion. And thus the miracles which 
Chrift \vrought were fubieryient to the fbr* 
therance of his gofpel 
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SECONDLY, that the gofpel niigk 
come the bettcir retomtiiended to the 
i^orld Chrift was in his oWii perfon an ex- 
ample oiftri^ conformity to it, by conform- 
ing his afiediona^nd adions to that unalter^ 
able rule of ai^ion which is founded in the 
rfeafon of things. Chrift prtached his own 
Ufe\5l may fo fpeak, and Iwed his owa 
aoBfine^ and thereby he was at once a ftand- 
ing monument of the praaicablenefs of vir- 
tue, and cff the ptefent peace and happinefs 
that flows from it. In him we may fee 
what it is to live a godlv, a righteous, a fo^ 
ber, and a benevolent life ; and that what 
he requires from us as the gtound ef God*t\ 
favour 16 neither unreafonsMe^ nor impraStU 
cable. In him we have an example of a 
quiet and peaceable fpirit, of a becoming mo- 
defty and fdbriety, jdft and honeft, upright 
and finiicrc, and above all of a riaoft gra- 
cious and benevdeiit temper and behaviour. 
One who did no wrong, no injury to any 
tnan^ iti ^vt^& mouth was no galley wh(i 
E 2 went 
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went about doing good, not only by hit 
preaching and miniftry, but alfo in curing 
all manner of ^difea&s among the people. 
His life was a beautiful pifture of human m^ 
ture^ when in its native purity a^d iimplici* 
ty, and (hewed at once what excellent crea^ 
tures men would be, when under the influ- 
ence and power of ihsx gofpel which he 
preached unto them. , 

And as his holy life and dodlrine drew cdi 
him the unreafonable refentment of the Cler^ 
among the Jews^ who ilirred up the reft of 
the people againft him : fo this gave an oc- 
cafion for his /eating his teftimony with his 
bloody and of giving an inftance of the greateft 
benevolence towards mankind. And as hji 
life was an excellent pattern and example of 
every good word and work, and therefore 
very fit and proper for his difciples and fol- 
lowers to copy after : fo his death was not 
lefs exemplary. For he not only laid dowa 
his life to promote the greateft ^ and the moft 
general good to mankind \ but he did it in 
fuch a manner, (by exercifing fuch patience 
and refgnation under the feverefl trials and 
mofl painful afflidions and perfecutions) as 
rendred him highly worthy of our imita- 
tion. He was very fenfible that the great 
thing which he had undertaken to profecute 
Was tht faving of mens fouls \ and as it diA 
pofcd him to do^ znafuffcr whatever was 

necd&ry 
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ncceffary or expedient to forward this great 
and gracious defign: fo it induced him to 
overlook the cruelty and unreafonable refent-- 
merit of his perfecutors, hy pitying and pray-^ 
ing for them, whilft he was fuiFeririg the 
moft intenfe pain from them, and even dy- 
ing by their hands. And thus his life and 
death were made fubfcrvient to his miniftry, 
and feirved to recommend his gofpcl to the; 
world. 
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SECT. IX, 



THIRDLY, that the gofpel might I* 
recommended with the better grace to 
the world, and to pofterity, and that it might 
have a more lafting influence upon the minds 
and lives of men, Ghrift laid a foundation 
iov friendly focieties or families of love, who 
being united in the profeffion^ and living un- 
der the power and influence of his gQfpclf 
might be adted by a friendly and brotherly 
afFeftion, and from thence be led to be help- 
mates to, and watch over each other for 
their good ; to bear one another-s burthens^ 
fympathizc with and comfort one another 
under the various aflflidions and perfecutions 
they might meet with in, and from the 
WOTld ; and by a good example provoke one 
another to love and good works. Chrift 
Jikcwife laid a foundation for fuch focieties, 
not only to anfwer the valuable purpofes be- 
fore-mentioned ; but alfo that thofe fpcietic? 
might be Hghts to the worlds and be living 
patterns to others of the prafticablenefe of 
virtue, and of fuch a temiper and behaviour 
' as 
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a& renders each individual a blcfling to him- 
ielf, and to fociety, and mofl: acceptable to 
God, and thereby recommend the gofpel to 
their acceptance. Chriflian Societies are in- 
tended to be like a city Jet on an hill which 
cannot be hid ; that is they are intended to 
be a colledion of perfons who for their plain- 
n^fs and fimplicity, their juftice honefty and 
integrityi their modefty temperance and ib*- 
bricty, their peaceable and quiet, their lov- 
ii^ friendly and benevolent behaviour tp- 
wards ^all men without diftindtion as arc 
thereby remarkably valuable^ and fuch as the 
world jC^nnot but obferve and appr^e. For 
tho' an individual may efcape general obier-^ 
vation,, yet ibrely a fociety of fuch peribns 
GW^Qt pafs unobferved. Chriftian focieties 
ai^ intended to be ^Jpecimen of the bleffed 
^eBsxA the gofpel of Chrifii when it is ip* 
ceived as it ought to be \ that is, when it 
becomes a principle of adion in men, which 
r^hily direi^s and governs their minds and 
|iv^ Chriftianity is not a name^ bi^t . a 
thing I a^nd therefore it is not the profejing^ 
hot livi^ according to the gofpel whid> 
tiriiily repre&nts it to the world. Chriftiapa 
Itre known to be fuch, not by their nanWi 
ef by their profeflion, but by their lives. 
John xiii. 35. jSy thisjkall all men know that 
ye are my {^iz. Chrift's) Difciples^ if ye have 
lnevmt(f mother. The ^^aiw^r of a Chriftian* 
E 4 is 
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is not the fi&ure of a crofs hung upon a pola, 
or made upon a man's forehead ; but it is a 
virtuous and unblameahle converfationy or a 
mind and life conformed to the gofpel of 
Chrift. Thcfe are the purpofes which Chri- 
ftian ajfociatims are intended to ferve, and 
thus Chrift intended that.fuch aflbciations 
fhould be fubfervient to the furtherance of 
the gofpely and fhould recommend it to a ge^* 
neral acceptance. 

Chrift did not lay the foundation of friend-f 
ly focieties to anfwer the purpofes either of 
pompy or wealthy or power. He never in-i 
tended that among his Diiciples and foi-- 
lowers, fqme fhould be Jingled out from their 
brethren to be pofTefTed of great revenues, live 
in flatcly palaces, wallow in luxury and cafe, 
or fordidly heap up riches to raife a family, 
lord it over thofe by whofe labours they are 
maintained, clothed in pompous and antick 
drefles, placed on thrones or garnifhed ftalls 
and feats of honour, afTuming and exercifing 
dominion over their brethren 5 and that others 
fhould labour to maintain them, be fubjedi: 
to them, bow down before them, and call 
them Rabbi, Rabbi. Chrift was fo far from 
giving any countenance to any thing of this^ 
kind, that on the contrary he has ftridlly 
forbid it. Matthew^ xx. 25, 26, 27, 28.. 
But Jejus called them {viz. his difciples) un- 
fohftn^ and/aid^ ye ktww th^t the princes of 

the 
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the Gentiki exercife dominim wer tBem, and 
they that are great exercife authority upon 
them ; but itjhall net be fo among yoUy but 
ivhofoever will be great among yoUy let him be 
your minijler, and nobofdever will be chief /?- 
mongyoUj lethimbeyourfervahty even as the 
Jon of man came not to be mihiflred unto^ but 
to minifter^ and to give his life a ranfoiri for 
many. Chap. xxiiL 8, 9, 10. But he not ye 
called Rabbi y for one is your majler even Chrtfi^ 
and all ye are brethre)i. And call no man 
your father upon the earthy for one is your Fa-* 
ther which is in heaven. Neither be ye called 
maflery for one is your mdfter even Chrifl. 
Hcr^ wc fee Chrift bath taken all pofEblc 
care that no authority or dominion, iupe- 
riority or pre-eminence, dignifying or diftm- 
guiihing (hould take place dmong his difci- 
pies and followers confidered as fuch. He 
has not only forbid it, but has repeated th» 
prohibition over, and over, and over. It 
fhall not be fo among you. Be not ye called 
Rabbi. Call no man your father upon the 
earth. Neither be ye called mafler. This is 
the charge which Chrift hath given ; and 
therefore Reverend, Right Reverend, and 
Moft Reverend Fathers in God, and all 
other badges of diftindtion, and marks of 
honour, pre-eminence, fuperiority, or domi- ' 
nion, which take place in Cbrifiian focieties 
^pnfidered as fuch^ and which ierve to in<* 
^ trpduce 
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troduco t grmndlefs reJpeS and yeneretm 
for the perfons of men, and a grcundkfs Jui- 
miffim to their pretended authority, are not 
only not Cbrifiian^ but the moft groft jitUi- 
cbriftianijmy as they are fet up in oppofitiofi 
to, and in defiance of Cbrifl's authority, and 
his fpecial charge and command to the con- 
trary. I would not be underftood to mean 
that Chrlftians as Chriftians are not to ren- 
der to their fellow Chriftiana bmmr even 
dmble honour to whom it h due, (that is to 
fiich of their fellow Chrlftians who l^ their 
virtue and gmd w>rks have rendered thenv- 
ielvet worthy of it), by (hewing fuch out* 
ward decent marks of refped as are agreeable 
to the uiagies and cuftoms of the age and 
place in which they live i but what I intend 
is, that no dignifying titles, nor other badges 
of diftin^tion, which icrve only to introdike 
Agrwndkfs veneration for the perfons of men 
as aforeiaid^ are to take place in Cbriftim 
focietieSy Chrift having given a ftrift chaf^p 
to the contrary. 

Among Chriftians eonjiderei as fi^h^ there 
is in reality no fuch thing as fuperior ^ 
inferior, greater or Icfs; and therefore no 
diftinftion ought to be mtade. For whether 
the king upon the throne, or he that grindrth 
at the mill, whether high, or low, rich or 
poor, young, or old, whether of Jewifb, or 
Gentile ej^tra<^0A, whether Scythian^^ Barba- 
rian, 
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nh^ ' bond, or im, they aie alt one in 
4phi^J«^s; ClviftiMs atChriftiam being 
ilpon » ^in^ ^ pf rfe£l eqindity, one not htv* 
lug iu»y authority, fuperioritjr, or pre*<mi^ 
IIC9CQ «wr another. Be nof ye calkd Raiii, 
fir mf h ywr m^er even Cbrifl, amdaUye 
»e ktF^imem. ]£ in a Chriftian fbciety any 
SMQ viU be greater than others it muft b^ 
not bjT his haTic^ g^^ter /«)^Sj^Ems, or greater 
mark* of bemtar conferred ufioo hkn, or by 
e^enstfing d$mmon over hn bcetfaren, thefe 
beiAS Jitubrtfiiw aa I haw already ohfer«- 
ved s but i( maft be in his greater Jervices^ 
fOkd in hj6 beiDg m»re ufefid in a Cfai iftian 
iwiety than other t, in imitatioa of hk ma- 
fler, yrho eame not At be mmjtered tmto^ but 
t»mi^fhry and te give bis. life a ran/kn fir 
man)t. In thefe rejfjpo^ a man may be as 
jm^t among Chrifttans aa he pleafe^ or as 
H^ia circumkiftances. and abitides wili enabk 
hioi s but then this kind of greatnefe docs 
9ot giv<e him any anthority, fiqperiorky, or 
pr9-eminencx over his brethren. 

In civil ibcieties diftindtions; and prei^emi- 
nenoe> ajsd authority may be nece&ry to an«- 
fwer the pnrpofes o£ civil ailxiations ; but 
in CAri/han focxetiea the cafe is othorwife^ 
thefe not being necef&ry to^ but ace ibbvcr- 
iiTO of the true ends and porpofes of hA 
ijflfKiatiem. CiriL afTociatiaDS are fonnded 
99itnmtMkindigen»^^ andcon^ 

.2 fcquently 
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ftquently on neceffity^ and are intended to- 
produce by law and government mutual at 
Mance and protedion: Chriftian aflbckb- 
tions are founded on love and benevolences, 
and a juft fenfe of moral obligations, and 
confequently arc voluntary^ and are intend^ 
to produce by a friendly and brotherly af- 
fection and a juft fenfe of duty that mutiid 
affiftance and protedion which in civil z&h 
ciations are produced by law and govern* ^ 
ment. Self affiftance, Jelf defence, /elf pre^ 
fervation are in part the ground and foun- 
dation of civil focieties ; that i6, men enter 
into civil focieties and conftitute a common 
intereft pardy from neceffity, and out of re* 
gard to themfelves, their prefent indigent 
and dependent condition calls for that afll- 
fiance and protection from others, which 
they in their turn afford to them, Love^ 
and z friendly or brotherly affeCtion, with a 
regard to what is right is the fole ground of 
Chrijiian affociations, in which men are to 
do goody and lend, hoping for nothing again; 
that is, men are to perform every kind of- 
fice to their neighbour from a principle of 
good will, and a fenfe of duty, and not out 
pf regard to themfelves, nor in expectation 
of a return of the like kindnefs, whatever 
their fiiture condition may be. And as the 
^^;i^ of civil fociety is law and government, 
founded on mutual indigence and de^ndencey 
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io the band of Chriflian fociety is mutual 
can/ent and agreement y founded on z friendly 
and brotherly afiedion, and a regard to mth 
ral obligations. So that whatever tends to 
weaken a friendly and brotherly afiedion 
among Chriftians^ that is iubverfive of the 
true ends and purpofes of Chriflian aflbcia- 
tion; but all diftindions^ pre-eminence, and 
authority in a Chriftian . Society has fiich a 
tendency, and therefore Chrift hath ftridly 
forbid them. 
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SECT. X. 



AND as Chrift kid ft (baft^atidji fbr 
friendly Ibcieties to anfwer tiM ^d^\ 
pofes before-mentioned ; fb he has fet ^ 
moft part left the direStim of thoie focieties, ' 
and their affairs to ihtfocieties them/elves^ or 
to each member thereof; he not having given - 
in many cafes any particular directions con^ 
cerning them. Thus, every one who is diP' 
cipled to Chrift is left to judge and chuie 
for himfelf what particular ibciety of Chii-^ 
ftians he will join himfelf to ; Chrift not 
having given any directions concerning it, 
neither has he invefted any Chriftian, nor 
any fet, or order, or body of men among 
Chriftians with power and authority to de^ 
termine any one Chriftian's praftice herein. 
And tho' a mzxi*% Jituation in the world, and 
other circumftances which may attend him 
may plainly point cut to him ivbat particu^ 
lar fociety of Chriftians he ought>to join 
himfelf to; and tho* he may l)e juftly blam/e^ 
4hie if he ads otherways: yet in this he is 
only anfvTcrable to God^ and not to any of 

hi» 
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\xx%ftlhmOx£\^\^\i%\ becaufenotanyof them 
vat invefted with authority to determine his 
judgment or pra&ke with regard to this 
matter, or to force him to a compUaAce with' 
what they Ihall judge right. 

Thus again, every Chriilian ibciety arc 
left to judge and chufe for themfelvts who 
ffaallbcthetr jS{i/27(:i^; that is, who ihall be 
their Mooitor, their common Adviier and 
Inilro&or, and tl;ieir Reprefentative and 
Spmkcr in their publkk and iblemn addreA 
into God ; Chiiit not having given any di- 
re^ons coacerniog thefe things, neither ha9 
beknefied any Cfarifttan, aoc any body of 
men among ChriftiAns with power and au«- 
tfaority \x^ jodge and determine for any Chri- 
ftiaa &ciety touching the& matters. 

Tinis again, cwry Chriftian is kit to judge 
and chuie for hin^elf what jbare he will 
boar of the expence that is nece&ry to £ip« 
port the particular fociety tp which he be- 
longs, and to anfwer th^ purpofes of Chri- 
ftian aflbciation. For tho' he has a rule to 
judge by, mz. his amn circumjiances and abi^ 
lities^ and the circumjiance of the fociety of 
which he is a member 5 and tho' he is an* 
fwerable to God for his behaviour herein ; 
yft he is perfcdly free and at liberty with 
refped: to all others ; Chrift not having in- 
vefted any Chriftian, nor any fet, or wder 
of men among Chriflians with power and 

authority 
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authority to determine his pradice herein^ 
or to force him to a compliance with what 
they fhall judge right. And therefore, tho' 
he is anfwerable to God for his actions in 
theie refpeds ; yet he is not anfwerable to 
any of his fellow Chriftians. Every Chri- 
ftian is fuch voluntarily and of his own choice^ 
independent of the will and determination ojf 
any other perfon, or peribns who rosk'f' 
fiippofed to chu& for him, to force fain^* 
to determine aeainft him^ as I have ali 
obierved ; and Uterefore the obligations m 
a Chriftian as iiich lie under^ are ali intfrmdi 
and not external; that is^ his ohhffltkm 
arife from within bimfelf^ from a fenib cf 
Jkity^ and his being anfwerable to Qo4^ and 
not from any power or authority kx^d^ip 
any other perfi)nj or perfons to determiw 
what (hall be his duty, or to force him to 
a performance of it, Chrift not having ddb* 
gated any fuch power. 
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BUT tho^ Chrift hais ih patt left tvtt^ 
Chriftian fbciety to rfirca their ovsra 
affairs, he not having givfen any particular 
dfre(9tions conccrhtng thctii in many cafes/ 
fiOr delegated any the fcaft degree of power 
tb any perfon,' or perfons to command or di-^ 
tea them, of to judge or determine for them 
ih thofe ca(cs 5 yet he has in fome other 
cafes given inJUrukioni and direSIions which^ 
every individual' member of a Chriftian fdi 
dety ought carefully to confiddr and attend 
toi Thus, 

Chrift has fliev^n what arc the moral ^^^ 
lifications of difciplefliip to him, or what 
every man muft he^ and do^ who would enter 
himfelf a member of a Chriftian fociety. 
Matt. xvi. 24. Then Jefus faith unto his 
Dijciples^ if any man will come after me let 
him (or he muft) deny himfelf \ that is, if any 
man will be my Difciple or enter himfelf a 
riiember of a Chriftian fociety, he muft di^ 
^efi himfelf of that vicious felf love, which 
is too commonly the fpring of adion in 

F men. 
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men, and is the ground of moft of the evils 
that take place in the world, and he muft 
adt. from other prlhqjples, viz. firom 6enev(h 
ience and a regard to what is right j thcfe be- 
ing the princi^s w;hich Chrift a^ed fronii 
and the fpirit he was aduated by. And as 
St Paul has juftly obferved, Romans viii. 9. 
If any man has riot tbe^irit of Cbri/i, be is 
none of bis-, that is^ if a man is aot a&uatedi 
by the iaxne ipirlt and principles whidb 
Chrift was, then he is no Chriftian. AmiOj^ 
and take up bis crojs^ that is» he muft He 
ready and prepared to fuffer any evil Of iu^ 
dignity rather than violate his coaicienGe, or^ 
ad unvcorthy of his charader ais a Chriftiaiu 
Again, and follow mei that is, he muft make 
Cbrijl's dcSlrine and example the rule asd 
meafure of his afiedions and adions. An4 
thus Chrift ftiewed what were the mord, 
qualifications of difciplefhip to him. Again, . 
Clirift, in conformity to the ufages and 
aijioms of the world, and the fondnejs therr 
is in the generality of men to external obio:- 
vance$> and that his gofpel might ^ it wece 
ipake ^fenfibk impreffion on the minds and 
lives of thoie who took upon them to ad* 
here to it appointed an external ajSlion to be 
performed when, any perfon becomes his 
Difciple, or enters himielf a member of a 
Chriilian fociety, oi: at leaft when any per- 
fon \&prbfelyted from another to the Chrifiian^ 

religion. 
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religion. Matt, xxviii. o. Go ye therefore^ 
dfid teach all natitms^ oaptizing themy &c* 
Which a<9ion, viz. oi nvajhing tn, or plunge 
ii^ a p&fotf under ^ater was intihded to re- 
prcfent, not only that ^rfon^s feparathn from 
a vicious and wicked world, and his devof^ 
ing himfelf to live a g66d and ^r tuous life, 
not only the purity and Jpirifuality ^of the 
Chriftian religion, which confifts in an /»- 
iemal principle that rightly direfts and go- 
verns tne affeftions arid aftiofls of men, in 
oppofitibn to the a6omina6(e JUperJiitiom and' 
Idolatry which took place among the Gen^^ 
tiles f and the carHal ordinances znd ceremonial 
parity of the yews } but alfo it was intended 
to m6y^ Ik^ih the comn^io^^ and the J^eadji 
refoluiim of the ptrlbn baptized. For by 
tnis a£ti6n he declared (as far as an adtion is 
capable of cxprefling the fenfe of a man's 
mind) that he believed 6ur Lord Tefus Chrift 
was appointed and conftitutdd ot God to be 
bis guide 2Lnd dif^Slor in matters of religion} 
that therefore he chofe hirti for his majler'^ 
and that lie was determined to be governed 
by Ymlaws. And this wa§ intended to be a 
check upon him all his life after, and to 
give occafioh to others to retort it upon him, 
if he (hould at any time ad unworthy of his 
Chriftian profeflion. Again, 

As the life and death of Chrift was intend- 
ed to be an example and pattern for Chriftian^ 
F 2 to 
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to copy after in all ages, and as that Gdfpel 
which he preached was intended to be bodi 
a ground and reafon, and a rule of adtion to 
them : fo Chrift, that he might always pre- 
ferve a quick and an afFedling fenfe of him" 
felf and his behaviour upon the minds of his 
followers, and thereby lead them to an im- 
tation of him ; and alfo that he might con- 
ftantly recal their attention to thofe important 
truths which he had delivered to the world, 
and thereby rightly diredt their affedions 
and a£tions; and hkewife that a fenfe of his 
fufferifigs and death (which was the higheft 
adl of benevolence, in that he laid down his 
life to promote the eternal good of man- 
kind, and even of his grcateft, enemies,) 
might be kept freih upon their minds kp- 

1;^ointcd another external aSlion or aSlions to 
yt performed, that in the conftant ufe 
thereof his example both in life and death, 
and the great end he had in view, and 
thofe momentous tmths he delivered to 
the world, might be conftanriy brought to 
their remembrance, to awaken their at* 
tention, and to excite their imitation 
as aforefaid. Thus Luke xxii. 19, 20- 
And he took breads and gave thanks^ arid 
brake ity and gave it unto them^ fayif^gy ^TWi 
is my body which is given for you*, this do in 
remembrance of me. Likewije atfo the cup 
after flipper^ faying^ TCbis cup is the new tefld^^ 

merH 
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ment in my blood which is Jhed for you^ (to 
which St Paul adds as Chrift's own words^ 
I Cor, xi- 25.) this do ye^ as oft as ye jhall 
drink ity in remembrance of me. In remem- 
brance of me as your Lord and Majler\ who 
hath {hewn you what is that Rule of adlion 
which you ought to govern your behaviour 
by^ and what are the grounds of the divine 
favour and mercy to mankind : and therefore 
take care fo to remember me, as to make 
thofe important truths I have laid before you 
the fpring and principle, and the rule and 
meafure of your afFeftions and a<ftions. Do 
this in remembrance of me as your great ex-- 
amplar^ who have walked before you in the 
paths of virtue, and (hewn you by my ex- 
ample how you ought to behave in a va- 
riety of inftances, and under various circum- 
ftances: therefore lb remember me as that 
your minds and lives may be conformed 'to. 
that pattdrn Ihave fct before you. Do this 
in remeriibrance of me as your greatefi frieni 
and benefaStoti who have ipent my time and* 
laboured' abundantly to ferve you, have ex- 
pofed niyfelf tO'fhame and fuffering for your 
fakes, and. even laid down or am ready ta 
lay down my life to prbmote your greateft 
good : therefore fo remember me as to pre-' 
ferve an afFediing and grateful fcnfe of my 
kindnefs and good-will towatds ypu and fut-^ 
fcring for you upon your niirids y and fbre^ 
F 3 mQmb« 
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member me, as in a particular and (pedal 
manner to imitate that example of beneq^ 
Icnce I have fet before you, by performing 
every kind office to your neighbour, and Iqr 
doing, and fuffering, and even laying down 

JiGMV lives for each other, and for the putv* 
ick good, vsrhen, and as far as the circuov- 
fiances of things (hall in reafon require it 
Thefe are the gracious purpoies which thb 
inflitution was intended to ferve, and thus 
when it is righdy ufed according to the: true 
intent of the inftitutor, it becomes fiibfef*- 
vient to the gofpel of Cbrift. And .the' tb» 
ordiiiance is mofl plain and fimple in itietf 
(the intention of it being plainly expreiied ia 
the inftitution) ^ yet a variety of myAeries 
have been extrgdted from it, ^nd all forts of 
game and legerdemain tricks have been .{^y- 
cd upon it. Agaiiii 

As Chrift propofcd his ovvo example fix: 
his followers to imitate ; fo ip a pardcular 
and fpecial manner he recommended his 
great condijcenjion in performing the meaneft 
office to his diiciples^ as moft worthy to IM 
copied after by his people. John xiii. ^^^ 
^ {'^iz. Jeius) rijetb from fuffer^ and Imd 
qfide bis garments^ and took a towel and gird- 
ed bimjeff. And after tbat^ he poured mi 
njoater tnto abafon^ and began H 'majh his dif* 
0f^^fi^U ^n^j9 wipe them with the fwvel 
werrmib bt wasgirjfid, ver. n%}^i^rs»^^ 
..' . ■ 'Si 
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&o ^r be had waflsed their feet^ and biod 
taken his garments^ and was Jet dmn again^ 
hejSndnnto them^ kmw ye nvhaf 1 have done 
H^ynuy ye call me Majier ^md JLordj and ye 
jay moeily'for fo lanu If I- then year X»ord 
and Mnyhr have vafi^yeur feet\ ye ought 
a^tonvi^ (me anofhers feet. Far I have 
given you an example^ that ye Jhoidd do as I 
have dute^ to ym^ Verily^ verily I fay wtto 
yotty the.fervant is mt greater than his Lord^ 
neither £e thai is Jenty ^greater than he that 
Jmtbim. If ye hsomtbeje things y happy are 
ye if^ da tbem. Here \m fee, not only that 
Chvik cxeidicd great pondeicenfion himfelf^ 
but he aUa rwoixuneiKkd k to his followers^ 
wz. that they, in how high and e^ted a 
ftation ftiever, (hould ODnddcend to perfc^rm 
the meaAeft office to.thejnieaneft of their 
fellow Chriftians if the cafe required it 
Again^ - • -• -^ *'■ <-r^ - • 
C^rift hath given the, iMc^^ 
flian iboety particular dkei^imK h<^w .tOftd^ 
wheAv they behave mrworthiiy tovr^ t^h 
other I And that, with refpea: to the pt^lbh 
efendiiig^ wA the^perfon trended. Tb th<i^ 

' po-foO/pfi^Bding his advice is^ MaU.s^ 13, 
24. ^refon, if tboti bring thy gift fo the 
aitafy and there remembereft that tiy hrotber 
bathmigbt agaiii^ tbee^ leave^ there thy gift 
before the altar ^ and go thy, way j frfi be r/- 
tmtiMto thy. brother^ and then come and offer 
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tiygift. The language and advice her^ ig 
fuited to the Jewi/b church, becaufe the 
Jewifli polity was yet remaining ; but when 
applied to a Chrifiian fociety it is the fame 
as if our Lord had faid, when thou comeft 
to a Chriftian fociety to pay thy public ac« 
knowledgments to God, and there remenfiv 
bereft that thy brother hath ought f^gainft 
thee, withdraw thy felf, and do not think 
to find acceptance with thy maker, whilft 
thou are violating his laws, by trefpafiing 
againft thy brother. And therefore firft go 
and be reconciled to thy brother, by making 
a fuitable reparation for the injury done, re- 
pent of thy wicked adion ; and then como 
and pay thy rej^dt to God with accept 
tance, To the perfon offended Chrifl-s ad-* 
vice is, Matt.xsm. 15, 16, 17. Manover 
if tby brother Jhall trejpajs againft thee^ go 
and tell him his fault between him and thee, 
alone 9 if bf Jhall hear tbee^ thou haft gained 
thy brother ; but if be will not hear thety them 
take nsfith thee one or two more^ that in the 
mouth of two or three witnejes every word may^ 
be eftabfiftsed. And if he Jhall negleB to hear^ 
thm^ tell it unto the church ; but^ if be neg^ 
hSl to, bear the churchy let him be unto thee at 
an heathen man and a publican -y that is^^ 
efleem him no longo^ as- » ChriflJanJ. 
Again, 



X^irift hath^givW'Chriftian focietics foma 
iqaijiti(»&8 and 4ke<^ioiis. wi tb refpe<a to their 
dpyotions. ' Mattf vL 7, ^, 9, 10,' ; 1 1/ 1 2,;^ 
I J. . But whmye.prayjujencafuainrepeti'r 
tians as the beatbisn do^ for they: think they 
Jball be. beard for their m^b jpeaking ^^ be nt>t 
ye, therefore^ like untp them^ for your father 
kmweth what things ye have need of before ye 
ajk bi^. After this manner therefore pray, 
ye,. . ^Our Father y. wbifb art in heaven^ &c^^ 
Whether we coniider this ^$ a form of prayer,, 
qr pnly as a guide and a direSlion to Chriftiaii; 
focieties with refpBft tp the objeSi and the; 
fubjeS of their prayers, and iht difpofiiions 
^nd qualij^ations of the perfons praying, and ' 
the grounds of their acceptance with Qod, it 
comes to the fame ; becaufe the fame ufefiil 
inftrudtions are held forth in either cafe. 
Here Chriftian focieties are taught to diredl 
their deiires, not to any mediator or intercefo 
for with God, but to God himfelfthtw father 
in heaven, who as his power enables him, 
fo his fatherly kindnefs difpofes him to do 
more abundantly for his dutiful children than 
they can afk or think. Here Chriftians arc 
given to underftand that tht foundation of 
God's moral government and kingdom a- 
mongft men, and the foundation of Chrijlian 
obedience is laid in the heart; by mens be- 
ing poflefled with a juft and worthy fepfe of 
tKi moral tharafter pf their maker. Here 

Chf iftians 
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Chriftians are taught to bound and confine 
their defires to the comforts and amvemenciei 
of life^ (which is all that is worth feeking) 
and not to let them rove after the fuperflui- 
ties and abundance of this world. And here 
Chriftians are taught to exped that God will 
deal with them, not according to^ or for the 
£Lke, and on the amount of the merits and 
interceffion of hi^fon ; but according as they 
behave themfelves one to another. Forgive 
us our debts^ as we forgive our debtors. Vcr. 12, 
For if ye forgive men their treJpaffeSy ymtt 
heaven^ father mil alfo forgive you *y hut W 
yeforgtve not men their trefpajjes^ neither mil 
your father forgive your trejpajfes. Verfcs 

^4> ^5- 
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Fourthly and laftly, that the goipel might 
be preached to all nations^ and that the 
Qentiks as well as the Jews might be 
brought under its influence^ and confequent* 
ly might j[hare in its benefits^ Chrift choie 
twelve mefiy (of which one proved a traitor 
to him^ and to fill up whofe dace Mat^ 
thias was chofen)^ to be with him in hid 
preaching and minijir^ among the Jews^ to 
be witnejfes of what he both taught and did^ 
and whom he intended to appomt and qua- 
lify to preach the iame %oi^\ to the reft 
ox mankind. And accordingly^ Chrift, after 
he was put to death by the Jews and Ro^ 
mans^ rpfe again from the dead on purpo& 
that he might ftridly charge and command, 
and that he might excite and enable thefe 
his Apoftles to [Mreach his gofpel as afore* 
iaid ; aiMl thereby piirfiie the great end and 
Z purpofe 
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purpofe of his coming. Luk. xxiv. 26, 27, 
28, 29. Tims it is written^ and thus it ie- 
hoved Cbriji tojUffer^ and to rife from the dead 
the third day j and that repentance and remif 
fon of fins Jhould be preached in his name 
among all nations^ beginning at yerufalem. 
And ye are witnejes of thefe things. And 
behold I fend the promife of my father unto 
you^ but tarry ye in the city of Jerufalemy 
until ye fhall be endued with power from on 
high, (This promife of the father, or the 
enduing them with power from on high, as 
it confifted in working miracles Hke asChfift 
had done before; and to anfwcr the lame end; 
{o it was made good to them at the feaft of 
Pentecofi following,) Mark xvi. 15. And hi 
faid unto them^ ge ye into all the worlds and 
preach the go^el to every creature. Matth. 
xxviii. 18, 19. Andjeps catf^e andfpake unto 
them^ fayingy all power is gtven unto me in 
he^en and in earth 5 g^ ye therefore^ and 
teach all nations ^ baptizing them^ 8cc. To 
the perfons before-mentioned were afterwatds 
added two more, viz, Paul and Barnabas^ 
that in the excrcife of their miniftry up and 
down the World, thtiofourteen Apofiles might 
offer to all without diftin<ftioh tne goipd of 
Chrift, and acquaint them' with the traci cbn-? 
tents of it^ and by their example and perfwd^ 
Jm might inyite and encourage others volun^ 
1 1 2 " tarily 
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tarily to undertake ai?d profecutc fo gracious 
and good a work, 

. . thrift having thiis preached the gofpcl to 
the Jews in his own pcrfon, having wrought 
a multitude of miracles to awaken their at- 
tentioix, and to ftamp a divine chara(Sler upoa 
bis preaching and miniftry, having lived in 
a ftrift.^ conformity ta that gofpel^ aiki died 
a martyr for. it, having laid a foundation for 
friendly focieties or families of love to anfwer 
the purpofes afore&id, and having chtjfen and 
qualified, and having. Uriiftly charged and 
commanded hi& Apoftles to go out thto the 
\vorld aind preach the. gofpcl. to all without 
diftind:ion^ in a word Chrift having done 
every thing that was proper to render hisgof- 
pel fucce:&fiil, and to make it have its proper 
ci3e£ts .and influence upon the minds and 
Ijives of men ; he then left it to make its way 
ttax)ugh). and to take its fate tn the world* 
And indeed, when we confider that the goP- 
pel of Chrift is founded in reafon, ^and is' 
flriftly conformable to cur- natural .notions 
of things, and tliiatriijs nothing more than 
an addrefe to men, *in order to fcngagethcnv 
* upon national principles,, ta be wife»for therti- 
'. felves - in an af&ir. of the greatefl in()portancc 
to them^ in this view.^oEthe cafe^- 'it d^ight 
have been expcded, that the goipel S¥6uld 
have been univerially^^ received), and that ^\\ 

who 
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who received it would carefiilly frame and 
fkfliion their minds and lives according (5 
it. But alas! the event has (hewn the cifir 
to be otherways ; the grounds of whidi nufe; 
carriage will be hereafter cx)nfidered. And'- 
Here, I beg leave to obferve to my reader ' 
that when the Apoftks of our Lord died^ die 
Apoftolii k office ated vnth tbem^ they having 
no fuccelFors. John xx. 21. As my fatkf 
tatb lint mt^ even Jo fend I you. Here we' 
fee the utmoft extent of the Apoftolick com- 
milHon, namely, that it extended to thcpef'] 
Jins of the Apoftles, and no farther. Oar 
Lord did not lay, as my father hath lent me; 
fo fend I you, and fo do you fend othetVf 
and they others, and fo on to the end of 
the world i but he only iaid, as my &thft 
hath ient me, even fo fend I vou. And 
though many after the example and by 
the uerfwaiion and incouragement of the 
Apoftles, might engage in the good woric 
of pnaching the go/pel to the unconmrte4 
world I yet in this they were volunteers^ they 
not having any fpecial call, nor any parti' 
cular appointment from Chrifl: to that work) 
and therefore they were not Apoflles, nor 
were they fo efleemed. And as the ap^o^ 
lick office ceafed^ by, and at the death of the 
Apoftles; fo whatever power or authority th^ 
Apoftles might be fuppoied to be invefted 

with 
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6y^ ^dipith the ceafing of the jlpofiolick 
^J^e 9S^ ffpreiaid^ . MoA vain and amuning 
mjift it thcrciforc be, for any jnan, or any 
fet,! or order, or body of men among Chri. 
ftian$, to ijir^cvAr fuccejforjhip to the Apo^ 
ftks^ to lay claim to any Jpqjiolical pgwer 
or jurifdiSion, upoa that account, ieeiogv 
the Apoftles had no fucceffbrs as I ohfefve^ 
above. 

The Apoftles indeed,, (as tlie occafion and 
circumftancea of things required^ and tbo 
bptter to anfwer the purpoics of Ghriftiaft 
a^QciationX did, by^ and with the a(i\}ice and 
aMrohatim of the reft of ih^xt felkm Cbri^ 
Jtiansy appoint particular perfgns, to perform 
/^fi diftind: (^ces in the feveral Cbriftian 
focieties wnich vsrere gathered in their times i^ 
viz. that of Deacons and Bijhops. The for- 
mer of theie virere appointed to take care o£ 
the p(wr^ by colicding the fociety's hunty^ 
zryi diftributing it faithfully as the neo^^Skie* 
of the widows and ot^rs in, diftreis call for. 
it, jiSls vi. I, 2, 3, 4, 5. A^d in tbefe da^^ 
when the. number of the Difciples Hioerf multir 
plied J there aroje a murmuring (f the Grecians, 
agait^ the Hebrews^ becauje thein^wdowi: 
were negleSied in the daily mnijirations* iTjbcn ' 
the twelve called the multitude if the, Di/ciple;st 
untQ them J and faid^ it is n^t re^fonab/e Jtl^t 

we 
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m Jhould leave the vford of Gody and fei^ 
tables. Wherefore brethren^ look ye out among 
you feveh fnen of bonejl report ^ full of tm 
Hoty Gb(fij and wijdom^ whom we may ap^ 
point over ibis bujinefs. Bui we wilt gwi 
ourfelves continually to prayer ^ and to the mu 
tiifiry of the word. And the /dying pleafed the 
whole multitude: and thty choje Stephiny &c. 
And as the ApofUes, when they had ga- 
thered Chriflian focieties ^yere obliged td 
leave theth, in order to preach the goipel to 
Others: fo this gave occafibii for their i(p- 

g)inting particular peifons to perforih iii 
hriftian focieties the latter office I mqption- 
cd above, viz. that of Bijhops. Tho* pro- 
bably this was done by^ and with the admce 
and approbation of the reft of their fell&w 
Cbrijiians^ feeing that v^as the cafe of the 
former inftitution of Deacons^ the reafona*' 
blenefs and ufefulnefs of the thing, and the 
circumftances of Chriftian focieties being lixt 
ground and foundation of both. The bafi- 
ne& of a Bifliop was to watch over a parti^ 
cular fociety of Chrijlians (which were com- 
mitted to his care), for their good; by fcc^ 
ing that every mdividual walked according 
to the gofpelof Chrift, to reprove and ad- 
monifh them if they in any inftance behaved 
otherways, to excite and ftir them up to the 
{iradtice of virtue; in a word^ the Biihop 

was 
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.was to be a conftant monitor to the people 
^ their duty, to keep frefli upon their minds 
a juft ieofe of the dodtrincs of the gofpel, 
and to minifter for them in their religious 
afiemblie^ by being their fpeaker and repre* 
&ntative in their publick and folemn addrei^ 
ib to God. And, 

The performing the office either of Dea^ 
amy OT Bijhop, did not require any great de- 
gree of learning, or Img and tedious ftudy, 
or the being brought up at the feet of Ga^ 
malieli but only a good underftanding, with 
a juft fenfc of the gofpel of Chrift, and of 
the gr^t and good end it was intended to 
ierve, an honefty and integrity of mind, with 
a faithfulnefs of behaviour fuitable to the 
truft rfepofcd in them. The gofpel of Chrift 
is a ptain^ Jiniple^ uniform thing ; directed 
only to one great and good end, viz. the 
fiivi^g of mens fouls. And tho' great leam^ 
in^y teJtous Jiuay^ &c. may be neceflary to 
render men capable of perverting it^ and 
making it fubfervient to other, and contrary 
purpofes than what it was intended for : yet 
thefe are not necejfary to render men capa* 
b)e of undertaking it themfelves, nor yet to 
qualify them to preach it to others. Chrift 
did fiot chufe men of ktters only to be his 
Apoftles\ that is, to publifh his gofpel to the 
world, which was what the Apoftolick 
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office confifted in ; neither did the ApofUes 
and Brethren chufc men of letters only to be 
Bijhops} that is, to watch over the fcvcral 
Chriftian focieties which were gathered in 
their times : great learning, tedious flodyi 
&c. not being neceflary to the execution of 
thofe offices. And when thefc came to be 
efteemed neceflary, then Chrift and his gof- 
pel were foon preached out of the world j 
that is, the gofoel of Chrift was foon per- 
verted and abujedy and made fubfervient to 
any, and every other purpofe excepting the 
grand purpofe for which it was intended, 
"uiz. the faving mens fouls, tho' this was al-« 
ways pretended. And, 

Tho' the Apoftles and Brethren inftituted 
the offices of Deacons and Bifhops in Chri* 
ftian focieties; becaufe what thefe officers 
were to do was necejfary to be done j and bc- 
caufe it was proper that it fhould be fome 
perfons bufmefs to do it that it might not at 
any time be left undone : yet it was not fo 
their bulinefs as that it might not, or ought 
not at any time be done by any other per- 
fon. To colleSi and dijiribute the Ibciety's 
bounty was the bufinefs of the Deacon 5 but 
then it was not fp his bufinefs as that it ought 
not, or that it would be criminal if it was 
done by any other perfon except fotoe other 
circumftance attended the cafe which made 

it 
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it (b. To excite and fttr up the Chrijiian 
brotherhood to the praftice of their duty, to 
reprove and admonifli thofe who behaved 
ill, and to be the fpeaker for the fociety in 
their publick addrefles to God^ and the like^ 
was the bufinefs of a Bijhop ; but then it wad 
not io his bufinefs as that it might not, or 
ought not under any circumftances to be 
done by any other perfon. And, 

As the Apoftles and brethren inftituted 
the offices of Deacons and Biftiops in Chri- 
ftian focieties to anfwer the purpoies afore^ 
£ud ; ib thefe offices may very fitly be faid 
to be of apoftoUcal appointment ; but then this 
will not; juflify our prefuming and calling 
them Chnft^s injiitutions, or divine inftitu-^ 
tions^ becaufe we have nothing xojuftify fuch 
a charaifter, or to ground fuch a prefumptim 
upon. The Apoftles, in obedience to the 
command given them by their mafter, went 
up and down the world preaching the gofpel^ 
in the doing of which, many Chriftian focie- 
ties were gathered; and as the Apoftles were 
obliged to leave thofe focieties in order to go 
on with that work they had a fpecial call 
to, viz. of preaching the Gofpel ; fo they 
took care to leave them under Jiicb circum-^ 
fiances y and with fuch regulations as that the 
tme ends and purpofes of Chriftian aftpciatioa 
might be anlwered upoD them) and thefe 
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were the grounds of the two inftitutions be- 
fore-mentioned. And therefore as I faid be- 
fore, tho' this will jujlify our calling them 
^(?^^/rVj:/ inftitutions ; yet this does not af- 
ford or countenance the leaft pretence for cal- 
ling or efteeming them divine inftitutions, 
or the inftitutions of Cbriji. 

I would likewife obferve to mj reader 
how very unlikely it is that St Peter fliould 
be conftituted Bijhop of the particular fbcicty 
or congregation of Chriftians at Rome s be- 
cauie he could not execute fuch an office 
without quitting his Apojilejhip^ and thereby 
betraying the traft which Chrift had rcpofcd 
in him of preaching the gofpel as afore&id. 
To do the work of an ApoftJe was to go 
from place to place preaching the gofpel to all 
without diftinftion, whether they were Jews 
or Gentiles, whether Scythians, Barbarians, 
Bond or Free. To do the work of a Biftiop 
was to watch over a particular Jbciety of 
Chriftians for their good, by teaching and 
inftruding, by reproving and admoniflung, 
and by performing every other good office 
towards them as was neceflary to the well 
being of the fevcral members of that fociety ; 
fo that whoever did the latter could not do 
the former, becaufe thefe offices were incom- 
patible. And therefore St Peter could not 
execute the office oi Bijhop at Rome without 

abandoning 
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abandoning his Apojilejhip^ which liircly v^ 
not to be fuppofed. But admitting for ar- 
gument's iake, that St Peter did quit his Apc>- 
ftolick office, and took upon him the office 
of a Bifhop, and th^t he was Bifhop of the 
particular fociety of Chriflians who inhabited 
in the city of Rome : yet nothing will follow 
from hence in favour of any apojiolical power 
or jurifdi£tion which might be luppofed to 
defcend from him to his fuccejfors the Bifhops 
of Rome, or to any other Bijhopy or Bijhopi 
whatever ; becaufe the Bifhop of Rome did 
not fucceed St Feter in his Apo/iolical^ but 
in his Epifcopal CharaSler only. Or if it 
ihould be admitted that St Peter ftill retain- 
ed his Apoflolick Charafter when he was 
Bifhop o£Romey tho* he did not in faft exe- 
cute the office of an Apoflle ; yet this does 
not help the cafe at all. For as St Peter in 
the prelent cafe is. fuppofed to fuftain a two- 
fold cbaraSter^ viz. that of an Apojikj and 
that of a Bijhop : fo it is monflroufly abfurd 
to fuppofe that the powers he might be pof- 
fefTed of when confidered in the capacity of 
an Apojile^ fhould defcend to his fucceftors, 
when they fucceeded him only in the capa- 
city of a Bijhop. Mofl vain and afTuming 
mufl it therefore be (as I faid before,) for 
the Bifhop of Rome^ or any other Bifhop or 
Clergyman whatever to lay claim to the 
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power of the keys, let that power be what it 
will, or any other Apojlolical power or jurif- 
distort whatever ; feeing no foch power has, 
nor could be defcended to them. The Apo- 
ftolical CommilRon extended no ferther than 
the perfons of the fourteen Apoftles I men- 
tioned above ; and therefore when the Apo- 
ftles dyed the Apoftolick office, and con- 
iequently all Apoftoligk power and jurif- 
diftion dyed with them^ as I have abready 
obfcrved. 

I would likewife farther obferve how ns)edk 
iand vain the pretence is that the Bijhops and 
Clergy of the Church of Rome have been 
continued by a regular uninterrupted fac^ 
cejpon, from the Apojiles down to this time} 
whereas, if Father raul's account of this mat- 
ter (a roan of great learning and integrity) 
may be relied upon, then the fiicceflion of 
pifhops and Clergy has been greatly irregu- 
lar^ and has been twice at leafi interrupted 
find broken in upon. Thus in the Apofll^ 
time^ and down to the end oithQ Jecond cen- 
tury thofe appointed to any office in Chriftian 
Societies were eleSled or fet apart to their re- 
ipedive offices by the body of Cbrijiiansi tliat 
is, by that fociety they were appointed to 
ferve. See Father Paul of beneficiary matters, 
pages 5, 6. " Referving therefore to them^ 
^^ felves, (viz. the Apoftles,) the mwc im- 
Z *^ portant 
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." portant charge of preaching and teaching 
" the gofpelj they committed the care of 
** their temporals to other minifters/'— ~ 
" Thefe new minifters ihftituted by the A- 
" poftles, for the management of their tem- 
" poral affairs, were fix in number, chofen , 
" by the whole body of the faithful, and 
" called Deacons. " ■ " And this order of 
" admitting none to any Ecclefiaftical Fun- 
" dtion, but by eledion of all the faithful 
** in a general Aflembly, was inviolably ob- 
" ferved, and fo continued for above a 00 

" years. " Here we fee that not only the 

rights but alfo the praSlice of eleSiing was in 
the people or body of the faithful for iht Jirji 
two hundred yean and longer. And tho' tne 
ufing or applying the outward mark or fign 
of fuch eledion or feparation of a perfon to 
any office in a Chriftian Society, by laving 
on of kandsy and praying for God's bleffing 
upon the perfon and labours of him that was 
feparated, was performed by the Bijhop 6t 
Overfeer of that, or of fome other Chriftian 
fociety ; yet that does not affedt the cafe at 
all J becaufe this is to be confidered, not fp 
much the adt of the Biftiop, as the aSi of 
.the Society or Congregation whofe minifter 
and reprcfentative he was, in the performance 
of that ladion j and becaufe what was done 
by the Bifhop, was not the adl of feparation 

04-" itfelf 
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itjelfy in whole, ^or in part, but a mere tf/- 
pendix to it, and an outward ^n or t$ken of 
It. Thus we find that Chrift ch^k hi$ tweke 
Apoftles, Mark vi. 7. and thus he feparated 
and fent fortl^ his feventy Difciples to preach 
the Gofpel through Judea^ Luke x. i. and 
the chufing of thefe out of or from amongA: 
others to anfwer the purpofe aforelaid, was 
a fufficient ordination, without any external 
token or ceremony y which docs not appear to 
be added in either cafe. Thus again, the 
Apoftles and Brethren, (the number of which 
were about an hundred and twenty^ appoint- 
ed two, viz. yofipb and Matthias, and left it 
to be determined by lot which of thofe. 
(hould fucceed Judas in xht Apojlolick office*, 
and when that was done Matthias waa nam- 
bred with the Apoftles, and it does not appear 
that laying on of hands, or any other cere- 
mony was ufed in the cafe. This I think 
iplainly Ihews, that laying on of hands by the 
Bifliop, on perfons fet apart to miniifer in 
Chriftian focieties, was not a necejfary part 
of fuch reparation y but a mere appendix to it. 
And though when the Deacons were chofen 
by the multitude ; that is, by the body of the 
faithful then prefent, ABsyi. i, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
the Apoftles prayed^ and in coxiformity to 
i^ntient ufage, (for it does not appear, that 
|hey had any divine diredions fo to do,) they 

laid 
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laid their bands on the perfons fo feparatcd : 
yet that ceremony does not appear to be a 
necejfary part of fach reparation, but only an 
&ftward fign or token of it. And though 
hying on of hands has been called ordina- 
tion ; yet this was only a figure of Jpeecb in 
which the fign is put for the tbtng Jigni^ 
fied. 

After the fecmd century the afiair of eleft- 
ing perfons to minifter in Chriftian focieties 
tidmitted of fome fmall alteriation, n)iz. fome- 
times the Clergy took upon them to nominate 
perfons for Ecclefiaftical Funftions j but then 
IttCh nomination was no more than barely 
to recommend^ it being of no efFedl but as 
the perfons nominated were approved and 
accepted by the body of tbe people. Thus 
$igain Father Faul of beneficiary matters, 
Tagei 20, 21. " The Priefts, Deacons, and 
** other Clergy were alfo prefented by the 
" people, and ordained by the Bifhop^ or 
^* elfe nominated by the Bifhop, and with 
** the confent of the pebple ordained by 
•* bim. No perfon that was unknown was 
*^ admitted, nor did the Bifliop ordain any, 
" but fuch as were approved, or indeed pro- 
^* poicd by the people, whofe concurrence 
" was thought fo necef&ry, that the Pope, 
•• St L^^ proves at large the invalidity of » 
J^ 3iftiop's ordination without it. And Cm- 
fiance 
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^^ fiance being chofen BUhop of Milan by 
" the Clergy, St Gregory thought he could 
•* not be confecratcd without the conient of 
^' the inhabitants, who being at that time 
** retired to GenoUj to avoid the ravages of 
" the barbarous nations, a meffiige was firft 
" fent them, at his inftance,, to know their 
** pleafure. A thing which may juftly be re- 
" commended to the obfervation of this age, 
^* where we are taught that eledions, where- 
** in the people fliould pretend to have any 
*' {hare, would be unlawful and invalid : fo 
changed, and fo inverted are cuftoms, as 
to make good and evil change their names, 
calling that lawful which was formerly 
^' reputed deteflable and impious, and that 
" unjuft which had then the reputation of 
« Sanaity." And, 

Thus things continued till about the year 
500 : after which time, the power of ^hSt- 
ing men to minifter in Chriftian ibcieties 
was by degrees taken from the People^ and 
transferred to thofe inverted with civil pirwer. 
See Father Paul of beneficiary matters. Pages 
24, 25, 26, 27. " But after the year 500, 
^* the Bifhops being become the abfolute dit- 
** penfers ol the fourth part of the Goods 
*• of the Church, they began to imploy 
** more of their care on their temporal af- 
^^ fairs^ and to make Partiea in the ^ties : 

fo 
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*' fo that eledlions were no longer carried 
^* on with a view to the fervice of God, but 
" managed by fadion, and intrigues, which 
•* often proceeded to open violence* This 
** gave the firft alarm to Princes, who had 
" hitherto little concerned themfelves in the 
" choice of the miniftry. "— — - " Moved 
*' therefore, partly by religious confidera- 
" tions, and partly by reafons of ftate, they 
" now began not to fuflfer the Clergy and 
People to determine elections by them- 
felves, and according to their own paf- 
fions. For feeing men now no longer 
** avoiding and flying from Bifhopricks, but 
** even made intereft for them with all the 
«* courtftiip and fkilful folicitationsthey could 
** ufe ; fo great a change opened a way to 
** factions, and confequently to {editions, 
** and fometimes bloodlhed at the inftiga- 
** tion of the contending parties. " — " Thefe 
** diftempers produced an Edidt, that no 
** Perfon elected fhould be confecrated with- 
** out the approbation of the Prince or Ma- 
^* giftratc, referving to themfelves the right 
** of confirming the great Biftiopricks, fuch 
^' as thofe in Italy of Rome^ Ravenna^ and 
** Milan^ and leaving the care of others to 

" their MinLfters. " " In this manner, 

** that is with the imperial fandlion, the 
*' Pops and Biihops continued to be cho- 

** fcn 
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" fen in Italy until the Year 750 : but ia 
*^ France and other Countries beyond thw 
*' mountains, the royal airthority, and even 
*^ that of the Mayors of the Palace, appear- 
" ed more abfolute j for the People as foon 
** as thofe Princes concerned themfelves m 
*^ eleftions, defifted entirely, and withdrew 

" themfelves from them. " '' Through 

** all the hiftory of Gregory of Tours^ from 
" the time of Clowis the firft Chriftian King 
" of France^ until the year 590, we find no 
*' inftance of any one Bifhop being made 
" in any other manner than by the nomi^ 
"nation or confent of the King/' 
" It was eafy for thofe Biftiops when once 
** they were made without the authority of 
" the People, to exclude the People alfb from 
•' the choice of Priefts, Deacons, and other 
" ecclefiaftical minifters, and to transfer that 
" right to the Prince alone." Here we fee, 
that the fuccejfion of Bijhops and Clergy was 
become greatly irregular^ and was moft 
fhamefuUy interrupted and broken in upon. 
For inftead of their being chofen and fet 
apart to their refpedive offices by the people^ 
whom they were appointed to watch over, 
and minifter to, which in reafon^ an^ ac- 
cording to antient ufiige th^y ought to be; 
they were fet apart by thofe invefted with 
dvilpQwer; and this broke th^fuccejim^ and 
2 rendered 
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rendered it greatly irregular. And iiippofing 
the external fign or ceremony of laying on 
iff hands y zndi praying iox the perfon fet apart, 
was performcKl by the Bifhops, as in times 
paft, and according to antient ufage; yet 
the fuccejjfm of Bijhops and Clergy was not- 
withftandingjfr^tf^/y irregular ^ and that fuc- 
ceffion was as eiFedtually, and as truly /Vr- 
terruptedy as if a change had been made in 
the ceremony alfo, or in the adminijlration 
thereof The Crown oi Poland h well known 
to be ekSlive. Now liippofe a perfon were 
to accede to that crown any other way than 
by that of eledHon^ this would be greatly 
irregular according to the conjiitution of that 
kingdom^ and the Jucceffion in that cafe would 
be greatly interrupted and broken in upon, 
even though the vifible fign of anointings 
or any other cufiomary ceremony be conti- 
nued, and adminiftred by the fame perfon^ 
or perfonsj and in the fame manner as here- 
tofore. This I think is fo plain as not 
to admit of a difpute ; and the caies are pa- 
rallel. 

After this the affair of eledions fuffcred 
another change, and by degrees the Clergy 
poffefled themfelves of that power, and 
wholly excluded both Prince ^nd people. 
Thus again Father Paul of beneficiary mat- 
ters. Page 56. *' But the Poflerity oiCbarle- 

** maign 
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*' maign having been driven out of Itatj 
*' in the year 884, Pope Hadrian III or- 
*• dained, . that the Popes fhould, for the 
•* future, be confccrated without applying to 
•' the Emperor at all. Page 88. The Em* 
** pcror being yet young, and Germany all 
" m commotions, this juncSure invited the 
" Pope, to exclude him intirely fixMn the 
" eledion of the Biihops and Abbots, and to 
*' that end fent him a monitory ; whereby 
" the Emperor was forbid to concern him- 
** felf any more in thofe dilpofitions. Pa^ 
** 106, 107. Finally, in that fpacc of tmae 
" between the years 1122 wherein fi&wrjrV 
** renounced the inveftitures, and 1145, ik 
^* became a rule almoft every where cihh- 
«< blifhed, that upon the Death of the Bifhopi 
** his fucceffor fhould be choien by mc 
** Chapter, and confirmed l^ the Metropo* 
'^ litan : that the Abbots fhould be chcdfen 
** by the Monks and then confirmed by the 
«* Bifhop, if the Monaftery were not cx- 
** empted, and if it were, then the Pope 
" was to be applied to for his confirmation. 
** That the other benefices which were de 
** Jure Patronatus^ ihould be conferred 1^ 
•* the Bifhops upon the prefentation of the 
" Patron : but that all the reft ftiould be at 
" the entire difpofal of the Biftiops: There 
^' remained indeed the chief eledion of aU, 
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the Popedom, which feemed not to fall 
under any fcgulation; for after the Em- 
peror had been excluded from the eled:ion, 
" inftead of its returning to the people, 
** which was a confequence ought to have 
*^ been expected, Innocent II, upon a quar- 
*' rel betwixt him and the Roman people, 
" in which he was driven out of Rome^ in 
" return, took away the right of eledtion 
*' from the people," Here we fee, that 
the affair of eleEttng or feparating men from 
their brethren in a Chriftian fociety, to 
minifter in, and to that fociety, was again 
interrupted and broken in upon. For in- 
ftead of their being choien and ieparated 
by the people^ according to reafon^ and 
mojl anttent ufage\ or inftead of their be- 
ing feparated by thofe inverted with civil 
power ^ according to the ufage of the times 
immediately preceding ; the Clergy by de- 
grees poflefled themfelves of that power, 
and has kept it ever fince \ and this again 
rendered their fuccejjion greatly irregular. 
How idle and vain therefore muft the pre- 
tence be, of a regular uninterrupted fuccef- 
Jion of Bifliops and Clergy in the Church of 
Romty fvoBiAht Apojiles down to this time-, 
whereas according to Father l^aul's account, 
it has in faft been juft the contrary. And, 
if the pretence of fuch ^ fuccejjion be idle and 

vain 
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vain in the BUhops and Clergy of the 
Church of Rome-, then that pretence mufl 
be equally fo in all others who have derived 
their fucceflion from theni« 
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SECT. Xllt 



HAving beifore {hewn what was the 
great end of ourNLord Jefus Chrift'3 
coming into the world, and likewife what 
he has done in order to obtain it: I now 
proceed to fliew that the means Chrift made 
ufe of were fuitable and proper to obtain the 
end propofed, viz. the 4ving of mens feulsi 
And in order to do this I ftiall ihtvf firji^ 
that the means Chrift made ufe of were fuit- 
able and proper to reform the world, and 
rightly to dire£} and govern the affeSiions and 
actions of men : and fecondly^ that the re- 
forming, and rightly directing and govern- 
ing the minds and lives of men was the 
only pojfible way in which Chrift could be a 
faviour to them. And 

Firft, I am to ftiew that the means Chrift 

made ufe of were fuitable and proper to r^- 

forrn the world^ and rightly to direSt and go^ 
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wrn the minds and lives of men. And here 
I obferve that as Chrift addrcffed hunfclf to 
men ^free beings j fo what he had to oflfer 
to them was founded upon the confidcration 
of a Deity. By a Deity I mean a govern- 
ing mind, who called this world into being, 
who takes cognizance of the adtions of men, 
and who will call them to an account for 
the fame, and deal with every one according 
to his works. And tho' the bulk of man- 
kind were grofsly corrupted viith refpeA to 
their underjiandings^ their ^ffeSiions and at'^ 
tions when Chrift undertook to reform and 
feve th«n 5 yjti the fenfe of a Deity ^ or of 
fiich a governing mind as I have now men-- 
tioned was ftiU preferved and kept alive a^ 
tnong them, as is abundantly evident from 
the many iuperftitions and idolatries that eve-< 
ry where prevailed. And indeed, it muft be 
a very hard thing quite to raze out of mens 
ininds the fenfe of a Deity 5 becaufe jhe prc-^ 
fcnt dependent condition of every one, the 
beauty and order that is to be feen in the 
creation, the tendency and fobfervieiKy of 
its fcveral parts to a general good, and the. 
like, do naturally and almoft unavoidably 
make the fenfe of a Deity prefent to mens, 
mifid^. 



But 
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But tho' the fenfe of a governing mind was 
not, neither could be eaiily lofl in the world ; 
jret moft mens conceptions of God were (b 
grofs and ummrtby^ and a juft fenfe of his 
moral cbara&er^ and his moral government 
were fo far loft as to anfwer but little pur- 
pole to them, with regard to their reforma- 
tion, or to the rightly direding and govern- 
ing their affedtions and actions. Men, from 
^falfe and unworthy fenfe of God, went into 
falfe ways oi pkafing him j and upon a fenfe 
of their guilt, they took wrong meafures to 
recommend themfelves to the divine mercy. 
So that tho* the fenfe of a D^y was not 
loft among men 5 yet fuch a fenfe of his mo- 
ral perfedlions, and his moral government 
was {o far loft as to anfwer but little pur* 
pofc to them ; that is, their fenfe of a Deity 
did not naturally lead them to a reformation 
of their evil ways, nor aBTord fech a ground 
or reajon of a<Sion to them as would right- 
ly dirc<a and govern their minds and lives. 
And, 

As this was the unhappy condition of the 
bulk of mankind, and as our Lord Jefu9 
Chrift took upon him to be their reformer, 
and in confequence thereof tp be their fa^ 
viour : (o it behoved him to fet men rigJbt 
in thefe matters, by imprefling upon their 
H 2 minds X 
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minds fuch a juft and worthy fenfe of God, 
and of the trae grounds of his approbation 
and diflike, and the meafures which he will 
moft undoubtedly take with our fpecies, as 
when ferioufly attended to naturally tends to 
reform the mces^ and rightly to direSi and 
govern the minds and lives of men. And as 
this was what the circumftances of mankind 
required; fo this was what our Lord did 
for them in order to their reformation, (Sc. 
namely, he publiftied his gofpel to the Jensji 
in his own perfon^ and gave it in charge to 
bis Apoftles to publifli the feme gofpel to the 
reji of mankind^ which gofpel (as I have al- 
ready obferved) is briefly fummed up in the 
following particulars. Firjl^ he requires afid 
recommends a conformity of mind and life 
to that eternal and unalterable mle of adion 
which is founded in the reafon of things, ^d 
makes or declares that compliance to be the 
only, and the fole ground of divine accept- 
ance, and the only, and the fure way to life 
eternal. Secondly^ if men have lived in a 
violation of this righteous law, by wfakh 
they have rendered thcmfelves difpleafing to 
God, and worthy of his juft refentment ; 
then Chrift requires and recommends repen- 
tance and reformation of their evil ways as 
the only, and the fure grounds of the divine 

mercy 
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mercy and forgivenefs. And Thirdly^ Chrift 
aflures us that God has appointed a time in 
which he will judge the world in righteouf^ 
nefs, and that he will then approve or con- 
demUj reward or punifh every man accord- 
ing to his works ; that is, according as he 
has, or has not conformed his aiFedions and 
adions to that mle of adtioa bcforemention- 
ed, and according as he has, or has not re- 
pented and amended his evil ways. 

This is the true gofpel of Jcfus Chrift. 
This is that gofpel which bringcth peace and 
falvation to every one who believes it, and 
makes it a principle of adlion to himfelf. 
This is that gofpel, by the publication and 
reception of which Chrift propofed to reform 
the worlds and rightly to dire£l and govern 
the minds and lives of men. And indeed, 
nothing could be better fuited to anfwer fuch 
a purpofe than the gofpel here referred to 5 
for were men to ad: under a well-grounded 
perfwafion^ and with zferious regard to thofe 
troths, then it would not fail of producing 
the forementioned eflFeils. This was the cafe 
at the beginning of Chriftianity, the gofpel 
then wrought wonders in the world ; that 
is, a well-grounded perfwafion, and a ferious 
re^d to the troths beforcmentioned wrought 
a wonderful change upon the minds and lives 
H 3 of 
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of men. The moft fierce and cracl of our 
fpecies became mild, gentle and compafiio- 
nate ; the moft lead and debauched became 
chaft and temperate; the moft felfifh and a* 
varitious became benevolent and liberal. In 
a word, the gofpel, that is, the propofitions 
bcforementioned, (which are the fum and fab- 
ftance of the gofpel of Chrift) when believed 
and ferioufly regarded wrought fuch a change 
in the affedtions and adions of men, as by a 
figure of Ipeech was called a new birtby and 
a new creation^ and the perfbns upon whom 
this change was wrought were faid to be 
horn again^ and to be created again in Cbrift 
yepSy and the like. And, 

As the gofpel wrought fuch a change, 
and produced fuch efteds upon the minds 
and lives of men heretofore ; fo it would pro- 
duce the &me efteds now^ were men to be^ 
lieve and regard it as they did then, by mak- 
ing it a principle of adlion to thcmfelvcs. 
Ahs! to believe the gofpel now, is only to- 
aflent to thofe particukr propofitions, viz. 
that CbrUfs perjon and his mijfion arc divim^ 
in oppofition to Pagans^ MahometanSy Jews 
and Ikijisy who poflibly may fome cithern 
difpute thofe points : and not fuch a well-* 
grounded perlwafion, and fuch a ierious re- 
|ard to the truths beforementioned^ (whkh 

are 



ate Ac contents of the golpel) as become a 
principle of a6:ion in the believer^ in oppo-* 
fition to that vice and corruption which pre- 
vails in the world, and which the gofpcl 
of Chrift was intended to reform. Had men 
now a well-grounded perfwafion, and did 
they pay a ferious regard to the follow- 
ing truths, which contain the true gof- 
pel of Jefiis Chrift, viz. that nothing 
but a conformity of mind and life to 
that rale of a(5tion which is founded ii^ 
the reafon of things can poffibly render 
them pleafing and acceptable to God } 
that nothing but repentance and refor- 
mation of their evil ways *can poflibly , 
recommerid vicious wicked men to the 
divine mercy ; and that pod will moft 
certainly call us all to an account for 
our prefent behaviour, and will deal with 
every man according to his works ; J 
iay, had men a well-grounded perfwa^ 
iion, and did they pay a ierious regard 
to thofe truths, this would work woxi^ 
ders now^ as well as heretofore. But 
alasl the cafe is quite otherways now, 
as believing the gofpel, and ^Delieving in 
Jefus Cbrift is now become quite another 
thing. And, 

H 4 Here 
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Here I humbly beg my reader to confi- 
dcr, were the generality of men to a6t under 
$, well-grounded perfwafion, and with a fe- 
riotis regard to the truths beforementioncd, 
what^^^j it would produce upon their af- 
fe<ftions and adions, and what manner of 
perfons they would be. Surely the cafe 
would then, be vaflly different from what it 
is now ; becaufe a ferious regard to thofe 
tmths naturally leads men to confider what 
they are about, and to aift with caution in 
whatfoever they fet their hand unto, as their" 
bigbeji interefi is manifeftly concerned there- 
in. A ferious regard to thofe tmths would 
conilai>tly call in mens attention^ and this 
would prevent their running hafiily into any 
thing that is evil ; becaufe then they would 
have time to confider whether a prefem en- 
joyment (which upon the whole is wrong, 
and therefore ought to be avoided), is worth 
purchafing at the lofs of God's favour, and 
the happinefe of another world. A well- 
grounded perfwafion and a ferious regard to 
the forementioned truths, would naturally 
lead men to look forward^ and confider what 
partm life they ought to aft; and this a- 
gain would lead them to ^atcb againft thofe 
temptations by which they might be betray- 
ed. In a word, the world would then of 
cpurfe put on another face, and mankind 

would 
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would be {o changed for the better, as^ to be 
quite otherwife than what at prefent they 
appear to be. And this would be the cafe 
of all ranks and conditions of men, from 
the king upon the throne to the meaneft of 
his fubjedts. Every man, who afted under 
fuch a perfwafion, and with a regard to the 
forementioned truths, would be careful ho- 
nourably to Jill up every relation he flood in 
to others, make good every obligation^ and 
faithfully difcbarge every truji repofed in him. 
Then, thofe who are intrufted with the 
power of making laws for the good and well- 
being of a community, would in their legi- 
flative capacity take heed, not to exceed^ nor 
yet to betray the truft repofed in them. 
Then, the courts of princes would not be 
turned into puppet-fhews^ and the wealth of 
nations wafted in fupporting thofe (hews y 
but they would be the feat of Judgment^ in 
which iniquity would not be found, where 
every complaint would be heard, and every 
grievance among the people impartially re- 
dreffed. And this would be the cafe with 
refpe<5t to all eftates and conditions of men, 
the belief of the gofpcl of Chrift would be 
filch a fpring and principle of adion in them, 
as would difpofe every one to a6t fuitably to 
his charadcr whatever it were. -* And 

If 
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If wc confider men under the povi^r d 
victms affeSiions^ and long contraSled baiitf 
of Jiiiy fiirdy, nothing is more likely ta 
work their reformation than the true gofpcl 
of Jefus Chrift. For were fuch men fully 
convinced of, and could they be prevailed 
upon to pay a ferious regard to the truths 
beforementioned, truths in w^hich they arc 
fo deeply interefted, and which fo nearly 
concern them, this v^ould melt down the moft 
hardened and obdurate of them all. For, if 
nothing but a conformity of mind and life 
to that rule of adion which is founded in 
the reafon of things will render men plea- 
fing to God ; and if nothing but repentance 
and reformation of their evil ways will re- 
commend vicious wicked men to the divine 
mercy ; and if God will moft affuredly judge 
the world in righteoufnefs, and render to 
every man according to his works (which 
is the fum and fubftance of the gofpel of 
Chrift); then, where thofe truths are believ- 
ed upon mature confideration, and a ferious 
regard is paid to them, this naturally tends 
to bear down the moft inveterate habits of 
vice^ and is more than a counterpoife to the 
ftrongeji temptations, and conlequently leads 
to reformation the moft hardened Jinner. Thus 
a well-grounded perfwafion and a ferious re- 
gard to the truths beforementioned naturally 

tends 
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tinds to reform the world, and rightly to 
dired: and govern the minds and lives of 
men ; and thefe would be the blefled eBTedts 
of the gofpel of Chrift were it generally be- 
lieved and regarded as it ought to be« 



S ECT. 
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SECT. XIV. 



TTAVING in the preceding feaioli 
X X fully fliewn that the true gofpel of 
Jeliis Chrift is excellently fuited to refcwm 
the world, and righdy to direct and govern 
the minds and lives of men : I now proceed 
to (hew fecondfy, that the reforming the 
world, and rightly diredling and govtrning 
the affeftions and adlions of men was the 
only pojpble way in which Chrift could be a 
Saviour to them. And in order to do this 
I beg leave to obferve, that it is agreeable- 
ne/s or difagreeablenefs in any agent, which 
alone renders that agent (confidered as iin 
agent or free being) the objeft of divine ap- 
probation or dijlike. God does not approve 
or difapprove from capricious humour or ar- 
bitrary plealure ; but from the real and. in- 
trinfick valuablenefs or unworthinefs of the 
objedt of fuch his approbation or diflike. 

Were 
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Were God to approve or difapprove of any 
obje6t upon any other account^ from any other 
motive^ or upon any other ground^ than the 
real intrinfick valuablenefs or difagreeable- 
nefe of that object, this would be a manifeft 
moral imperfeSlion in the Deity: becaufe 
then, God would not only be capable of 
being, but he would be aftually mi/led^- by 
his being led to approve or difapprove of 
what is not the true and proper objedt of his 
approbation or diflike ; and by his being led 
to affedt and adt upon wrong zxAfalfe prin^ 
cipleSj to admit which would be to defa&e 
the moral charadler of the beft of beings, 
and therefore it is not to be fuppofed. To 
approve or difepprove of what is not in it 
fclf the true and proper objeft of fuch appro- 
bation or diflike, is in the nature of the 
thing manifeftly wrong ; and therefore fuch 
a conduft muft be unworthy of the Deity. 
This, I think, is as plain and evident as 
any mathematical propofition can be demon- 
ftrated to be; and therefore I (hall not 
proceed farther to explain a point which 
appears fclf-evident to the Iqweft under- 
ftanding. 

Mankind in the general were grofsly cor- 
rupted both with refpc(St to their under- 
ftandings, their affedions and adtions, when 
our Lord undertook to reform them (as I 
2 have 
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have already obfervtd)^ and this rendeted 
each one perfonally difpleajing to his maker, 
as each one was become ue proper olgeft 
of divine diflike. Every one virho bad be* 
baved grofsly unworthy of, and unfiiitdbk 
to his charader, and who had thereby di£» 
appointed the very end of his creation ^ did 
by this means render himielf perfonally dil^ 
pleaiing to his maker, and the proper ol^ 
of his refentment. For as man is ^free b&* 
ing who has the direction of his own ai> 
tions, and as he is endowed with a diicem^ 
ing and reafoning faculty which when care- 
fidly ufed and attended to would in the ge- 
neral rightly dired: his underftanding, his af« 
feftions and anions, (excepting in difficult 
and perplext cafes, in which he would be 
liable to err, and confequendy to ad: wrong, 
and which wrong behaviour his kind creator 
would not unr^onably take an advantage 
from) : fo this puts it into every man's ptmer^ 
and leaves it to his choice to behave well, or 
ill ; to render himfelf perfbnaUy pleafing, or 
difpkafing to God; and confequendy to be 
the proper objeft of divine favour^ or re- 
fentment. And, 

As the generality, or at leafl a great part 
of our fpecies had made a wrong choke, 
had by their ill behaviour rendered vtbem^ 
&lves perfonally difpleafing to their, maker, 

and 
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^Lod by that meiEms w^e become the proper 
objeds of his reibitment : ib there was no 
Other poffible way in which Chrift could be 
a &vioiir to them^ but by his working a/er** 
final €bang€ m them, or rather by his xtcoob- 
mtending fuch momentous truths to their 
oonfideration, as when ierioufly attended to 
would difpofe and engage them to reform 
tbemfdveSy and work in them fuch a cmnge 
a» would make them ceafe to be the proper 
^^tjeds of divine diflike and refentment, and 
become perfonally pkafing to God, by be- 
ing thereby the proper olrieds of his favour. 
I fey, this was the only poffible way in 
whidi Chrift couM be a faviour to mian- 
kind.; becaufe this was the only poffible way 
in which he could render men perfonally 
pleafing to their maker, and the proper ob- 
jeds df divine regard. It was mens vicious 
and wicked behaviour only which rendered 
them perfonally difpkafing to God, and 
which made them the proper obje^ of his 
refirntment ; and therefore there was nothing 
in namre but mens reformation and their 
right iebaviour which could poffibly renda 
them perfonally pleafing to him, and make 
them the proper objedts of his favour. God 
IS eternally and unchangeably the lame, be 
always likes or diflikes as the being ^hich is 
liked or diiliked is ia it&lf the proper objedt 
- z of 
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of one or the other. So that, if there be at 
any time a change with refpecS to the divine 
approbation or dijlike^ the ground of that 
change, is not, nor cannot be in God, who 
is unchangeable ; and therefore muft be ia 
xh^fubjeSi upon whom it is exercifed ; that 
is, if God at any time ceafes to disapprove 
the being which he did difapprove, and lihi 
the fame being which before he diiliked ; 
then, that being muft be fo changed^ as to 
ceafe to be the proper objeft of his diflike, 
and become the proper objeft of his appro- 
bation and afFeftion. So that if we have by 
our mifbehaviour rendered ourfelves peribnal- 
ly difpleafing to God, and are become the 
proper objedts of his diflike and rcfentmcnt, 
we muft unavoidably continue to be perfo- 
nally difpleafing to him, and to be the pro- 
per objeds of his diflike and refentment, un«* 
til fuch a change is wrought in us, which is 
done by our repentance 2ind reformation^ as 
that we ceafe- to be the proper objedts of his 
diflike and refentment, and become the pro« 
per objedls of his approbation and aiFe£tion« 
I fay, this muft needs be the cafe ; becaufe 
were God to like or diflike upon any other 
grounds, it would be manifeftly wrong, and 
therefore the fuppofltion is not to be admit- 
ted. Were God to take up a refentment 
againft any of his creatures upon any other 

grounds 
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grounds than their having behaved ill^ which 
18 the only proper ground for refentment, 
this would be wrong ; or were he to flicw 
mercy to and forgive fuch tranfgreflbrs as had 
rendered themielves the proper objeds of his 
relentnient, upon any other grounds, than 
their repentance and reformation^ which in 
fiich a QsSty would be the only proper ground 
for mercv and forgivenefs, this would be 
wrong alfo ; and therefore it is not to be 
iuppofed. 

If then, out Lord Jefus Chrift would be 
a famour to mankind he muft reform them, 
and muft rightly dired their minds and lives % 
becauie there was no other poUible way ia 
which he could render them perfonally plea** 
fing to God, and confequently no other poA 
fible way in which he could be a faviour to 
them. If he had lived to the age of Meibu^ 
felah^ and had behaved all that time in the 
beft and moft perfedt manner poflible, and 
if he had died a death a thoufand times 
more painful ^sidjhameful than what he did^ 
this might have rendered him in his own 
perfon fo much the more pleafing and ac- 
ceptable to his father, as he hereby might 
become fo much more the proper objedl of 
divine regard; but this could not poflibly 
render any other perfon more or lefs pleafing 
to God, becau& no other perfon could here>» 

I by . 
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by become more or lefs the proper ot^edof 
lus fetoun WhM 18 peHbntlly pleafing in 
one agents cannot poflibly render motAttt 
tgOit picafing to God ; becaafe that odKr 
does not thereby becooM the proper bbjeftirf 
k I more efpecially if the latter be m iifh/if 
pnfonallT difpleaiing ti> God» and is m 
|if uper objed of his refetKment, "wluch il 
the Cifr of vicious wicked men ant«cedeM \A 
their: repentance and refonnatiom And If 
wicked men repent and amend thdr vfkyt^ 
then they by this change ceafe to be pWfo^ 
naliy difj^fifig to God) and becoiixe iM 
thcm&lves perfonally pleaGng to faitn^ ilid 
die prcrper objefts of his favonrj and conft^ 
fiqitently they do not need tAj thin|; tlnrt is 
perfbnaily pleafing in another to make tbeni 
Ix ■■ - 

:JBefide8, it is very abford) and a fhaiMfibI 
a£&Dnt to the majelfty of heaven to filppdft 
that God rent^ws his dij^faafitre and takd 
into his j^^mrr one. agent, for wiiat was {tefA 
fonally pleiifmg in another 9 becinfe tikis^lbjfM 
pofts him to act upon wrong and falft ff^' 
eiples.^ The right behavitmr and theyi^^ 
f^rfChrifi^ have no more conneodoti >9(fldl^ 
nor relation to any other perjm^ fe as to- W' 
ajtolind or realbn fc^ God ta flievT ftiviMr' 
orkiadneft to that other perfoft; xhrnic^Bhrn^' 
Imtopmd. The light behavivar and the 
.- • Aifierings 
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folferinffl of Chrift rendered him perfonaJfy 
iia&aik^ and ad fudh he became herdby per- 
fofialty pka(in| to his father ^ but then they 
WJatd ftot do fo by any otier ferfi% becaqic 
t^ey wwe no ways, nor \tk ahv fchfe bis^ qor 
IkMe any retathn to hlni ; ana becaafe every 
(Jther perfoa cgni'mued the fame as to his peiv 
£>Aal valuablenefs or dlfagreeablenefs, aod 
confequently was tht fame ohjedi of divine ap- 
probation or diflike, after the right beha- 
viour and the fufFerings of Chrift as before i 
fo that the good works or fufFerings of Chrift 
could not poffibly make any alteration in the 
cafe. And, 

As the reforming the world, and rightly 
direding and governing the minds and lives 
of men, was the only poflible way in which 
Chrift could be a £iviour to them : fo this 
was the only way in which he propofed to 
be i^cvc faviour^ and this was the only me^ 
tbodYi6 purfued iii order to obtain that end. 
He tells^iW^ri plainly that except they re^ 
pent they will all pertjh ; and that the true 
and only way to life eternal is to keep the 
commandments I and that if they do this they 
fhalllive\ and the like. This is the true 
gofpel of Jefiis Chrift. As to the faving 
mankind by the imputed righteoufnefs^ or the 
nuriurwi^fufferings^ or the prevailing in-* 
t^ceOiQn of Chrift, thefe are doftrincs which 

I 2 Chrift 
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Chrift never taught, and are what Chriil; 
never pretended to £ive men by s but were 
methods of ialvation fet up by men who have 
called themfelves bis followers. And thefe 
methods of &ving mankind, as they are of 
human invention^ and are no part of the gof- 
pel of Chrift: fo they naturally and mani- 
leftly tend to fubvert it, as I (hall (hew here- 
after. 
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SECT. XV/ 



HERE it may be natural for my reader 
to afk, that if the gofpel of Chrift is 
founded in reafon, and is exadly conform- 
able to our natural notions of things, and if 
it be a proper expedient to reform the world, 
and rightly to direfl: and govern the minds 
and lives of men, and if this is the only pof- 
fible way for men to fecure to themfelves the 
divine favour, and the happinefs of another 
world, and the moft likely way to obtain 
peace and happineis here > then how came, 
it to pafs toat when the gofpel vfzsjirji 
preached^ it was not univerfally received t 
and how comes it to pafs that where it is 
receivedy it does not generally have its proper 
effedt and influence upon the minds and lives 
of men ? But on the contrary, Chrijiians in 
general appear to be like other people^ hav-. 
ing xiMfame vices and corruptims jurcvaiUng 
I 3 among 
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among them. The feme pride an^ arro- 
gance ; the fame tyranny and cruelty ; the 
lame fraud and oppreflion 5 the fame covc- 
toufnefs, diflimulation, intemperance and the 
like, are to be found among Cbrijiians^ as 
are ^mong /)ther men. So that the main dif- 
ference betwixt Chrijtians and Mahometam^ 
Jews and Pagans feems to be in name and 
frofejjion only, and in the different rituals of 
their feveral religions. And tho*, where 
Chriftianity has taken place it may poffibly 
have introduced more kamiiig and hmh 
ledgey and better order and decency aaon{ 
men \ yet even this, it is to be feanod, hu 
been fubfervient to render the villancffs t* 
ipdong Chriftians more c^mpletily ib^ and to 
make men more dexteroufiy and decently w* 
eious. Thefe are queftioos, which M tlksy 
are nearly related to the point in ham) i-k 
I prefume my reader will not be drcd» if 
his attention fhould be retained, whtiA: dbkey 
arc particularly confidered. And 

Here I am to enquire, how it came to 
pais that when the gofpd yH2^Jwjl pubUfih 
AJ/ to the world, it was not unrverjally f€^ 
ceived. And furely, if my reader wodM 
but coniidcr how many dijiculties it had to 
encoontcr with, and how oaany kinds of 
0pp9/itifiH w^re likely to be made to it, he 
"QKOttkl no^ te fiirprized to find, thit it made 
./ no 



HO greater prc^refs than it did* For a$ the 

gofpel of Oirift la an addr^^ to meii as freli 

beings, which have the direftion of thei# 

own ai^ions, and as fuch it muft be left to 

every man's €h$ice whether he Would Uar^ 

or whether he would forbear \ whether he 

would atUni to it, or whether he wouli 

fct \)\% faci againft it: fo confequently it 

could not be forced upon the world, but 

muft make its way by mere dint of recfoh 

and ftrength of argument. Indeed the mi-^ 

racuhus power which attended the gofpel at 

its firft Dublication, was defigned to alarm 

the world, and to call in mens ferious atttn-* 

tion to what was kindly offered to them^ 

and to ftamp a divine charader upon it) 

and upon many it had its intended t^di. 

But then, with multitudes of others the ca& 

was olhdrvrays; men found out ways to 

take off tht force o£ this alarm, by a&ribing 

that power to other caufes^ and the like. $0 

that the generality of men were fo far frooi 

being brought over to the gofpel of Cluriflr^ 

that OQ the contrary, they made great pffo^ 

ftion to it, the grounds of which op^ffl- 

tion I coaie more particularly to confidef. 

And 

Firft, as the world lay in mckednefi^ anci 

men had contiraAed bn^ befits of vice: fo 

this diipoftd joaany tp oppoic every thli!^ 

I 4 which 
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which might give a check to their enjoy* n 
ments, or that might introduce any uneaii- jiL 
nefs into their minds. And as the gofpel 
could not work upon men until they could 
be prevailed upon ferioufly to refledt upon, 
and carefully attend to it : fo fad experience 
fhews how hard and difficult a thing it is to 
bring men who have given a loofe to their 
appetite and paflions to refleft ferioufly up 
pn their conduft, or carefully to attend to 
any thing which may be oflfered againft it 
Alas ! to attempt to bring fuch men to j^- 
rtous refleSiion and coniid^tation, is like at^ 
tempting to bring a bear to the ftahy or 
putting a knife to a man's throaty and there- 
fore top too many are ^pt to Jiart back. An4 
9S th? gofpel whfsn carefiilly attended to, 
muft greatly difturb the minds of wickpd 
men, by reprefenting to them a§ in a ^^ 
the vilenefs pf their behfivipur, xh^ wretcbedr 
nefs of their condition, and the drea^ul cwr 
fequences whigh will unavoidably follow upr 
op it, except their repentance and reformer 
tipn prevent it : |p it is np wonder that roaoy 
oi ihtmjiopt their ears againft it. and refii*- 
:(ed X9 hearken to that wife which fpake not 
ifW concerning them but evil And tho' 
|he gofppl of Chriil is excellently fuited to 
reform vicious men s yet it does not do it by 
y^y pf f%fl?, but by moral fifofiqn^ mwi 
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muft refle£t ierioafly upon the contents of 
it, and carefully attend to it, for otherways 
it can have no efiedt or influence upon their 
minds and lives, which wicked men are not 
eafily, nor generally prevailed upon to do. 
So that when we confidef how hard and 
difficult a thing it is to bring iricious men to 
ierious refledion, and how few there are 
^ho will be brought to it, it will not ap- 
pear flirange that Chriftianity made no greater 
prognjfe in the world than it did. Again, 
this will farther appear if we confider 

Secondly, that the gofpel of Chrift lays 
the ^ to the root of the tree, and (if I 
vpzj fo fpeak) it gives no quarters ; that is, 
it ddies not admit of any thing to be the 
gnw^ of God's favour but the pradlice of 
Qioral virtue, or a conformity of mind and 
life to that rule of adtion which is founded 
ui the reafon of things ; and it admits of 
nothing to be the ground of Divine Mercy 
ap.d forgiveneis but repentance and reforma** 
tion of mens evil ways. Whereas mofl other 
rdiigions have ibme kind and favourable JaU 
vifd annexed to them, fomething to help 
men out at a dead lift, fomething to offer to 
God inflead of a right behaviour and repen^ 
tance and reformation of their evil ways, 
and by which they are led to hope that they 
ibftU £uid acceptance with him, tho"^ they 

have 
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bave nothing perfontlly vtlnable in thenw 
ielvei to recommend them. Moft other v^ 
Ugions have provided for their adhcventt 
either ct^ly JacrificeSy or painful penances^ 
or tedious pilgrimages^ or homngs and pr^a^ 
timSy w frequent watcbings^ ^^JkingSy fi^-> 
ings and prayers^ or a ftrift regard to rttif 
and ceremonies^ or the gooJ TMris, €bcjidfer^ 
in^Sj or the interceffiens of others, or fome- 
thing which mens wealth or power can pro^ 
cure for them to be the grounids of their ac-* 
ceptance with God, and of their obtaining 
the divine -mercy. So diat let mea live as 
vicimfly as th^ pleafe, and tho' they go en 
and perfiil in their nvicked couries 5 yet itift^ 
there }b fimething to fly to, ibmething to 
ivnder the practice of vice eajyto them&lvcs, 
and to give them hope even to the laft. 
Whereas die go^i of Chr^ does not admit 
of any thing of this kind, it has provided 
no fuch fahxis iov fnnerSy neither does it 
afSbnd any fuch grounds of hopes and comfmt 
to mcked men. But on tlic contrary it re^ 
quires and oUiges men to become perfonaUy 
valuable in themielves, to become nwrthy of; 
and to be the prop^ chyc&s of divine re- 
gard i and k doclares mens perfonal valuable- 
n^ to be the mly^ and the fole ground of 
their acceptance wiith God. And if mien hstw 
behaved onwocthily^ then k recjuii^es and d&** 

clarcs 
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daree menG r^ntsnce aad r/ifiHrm0tm <xf tbdr 
evil ways to be the Wy» and th^Jklegm^d^i 
(be divHie mercy and forgivenefs. Thi$ be-, 
ifig the caie that men were already in the 
Pi^ffioos of religions which were io fot^ 
wuraAle to their vices, and which offered 
^em grounds of peace and comfort whilftt 
they /;»^i^eJ thdr vicious inclinations; it is 
00 wonder that they were /irf in the general 
given to change, or that they flionld -uw^ 
Jeutfy Pppofe C^iftiajnity which would Ar- 
re^ve them of thofe comforts 5 and confer 
qaently it is not to be wondered at that the 
jo§)el of Chrift made no greater progrefe 
than it did. Again 

Thirdly, the prejudices which many mea 
took up againft Chriftianity arifing from 
idwatkriy preconceived opinions^ and the Uke» 
were fo ftroii^, as to bear down every thing 
which might be offered in its Su^ur : j& 
ik»i the very jwveby of the things wag fuf^ 
ficidit to introduce a great opDofition to^ it 
HdLigion with many becomes hereditary y and: 
liJo; oo^ens eflates descends &<mifotifer toifony, 
aod many men are io exceeding tenacious of^ 
opinicyns which they have received by» andL 
from their fore£uhars» (tbo' takra up upo» 
very flight grounds,) that they are not eafily^ 
prensailc^ upon tf> part with them. Conibntt 
ftxpefience ihews ibc force and power whiidi 

education 
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education and preconceived opinions has on 
the minds of men> in fo much that moft 
people follow the fame cujioms^ go into the 
fame opinions, and ftridly adhere to the fame 
religion which their parents and anceftor$ 
. were of before them, without examining the 
grounds upon which they proceeded. Or if 
they do examine, it is fo fligbtly and ^jr- 
tially as to be of no efFedl to them ; each 
one prefuming they are in the pojfejjion of 
truthy antecedent to their inquiries about it. 
Thus generally the children of Jews are 
JewSy the children of Mahometans are Ma^ 
hometanSy and the children of Chriftians arc, 
ChriJiianSy each one abiding by that religion 
he has been educated in. The cafe is the 
fame with refpefl: to the feveral denomina- 
tions among Chriftians, the children of Pa- 
pifts are generally Papijis, even tho' they 
live in Protejlant countries where the fuper^ 
Jlitions and abfurdities of Popery have been 
very much expofed \ the children of Prote- 
ftants are Protejlants \ and amongft thefe 
the children gcntvdlly embrace the fame te^ 
nets, and join with tnc fame Je£l their parents 
did before them. And this was too too 
much the cafe when the gofpel was kindly 
offered to the world 5 mens prejudices arifing 
firom education and preconceived opinions 
r^n |b high, a$ to be with many a ^^r to 
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their convidbion and converfation. This was 
the cafe among the Jews ; they could not 
bear with any thing which feemed to leflen 
the value of that religion which they had 
received from their anccftors y and this 
dilpofed them violently to oppofe the gofpeL 
And this was the cafe alio among the Gen^ 
tiles \ each fet of people paid iTucn z f acred 
regard to the relijgion they had been edu^ 
cated in, as not only prevented them froiii 
attending to, but alfo led them flrenuouily 
to appofe whatever might be ofiered againft 
it ; and coriiequently this introduced among 
the Gentiles great optofition to the gofpel of 
Chrift. So that wnen this is taken into 
the cafe, it is not to be wondered at that the 
gofpel made no greater progrefs than it did« 
Again 

Fourthly, thofe who have been intrafted 
with, or who have taken upon them the 
care and government of civil focieties, havi? 
many of them by a Jlretcb of power /r^- 
videa and impofed a religion upon tneir 
people, and thereby have given them a rule 
of adlion in religious matters to walk by, 
and appointed what fhall be the grounds of 
their acceptance with God. This I call a 
ftretch oipQwer^ becaufe the nature and ends 
of government do not autborife nor jujlijy 
them in fo doing. For whatever right civil 
a governors 



^c 
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govcrncmrs may have to propofe and m^m' ^ 
mmdy jret forcly they have na right to f&u \ 
a nUgiott upon their people; Mcaufe as an- ! 
tfaority and government are fmnded opoB, '\ 
ib they are limited and hounded by thfc ^ 
grounds and reafons, and by the ends aod ] 
purpofes of civil aflbciation. And as mcb 
do not enter into civil Irenes in ordkr to 
iro or lecure to themielves the favour of 
rod and the happinefs of another wprtdi 
bat only to gain zt^fecure pence and haf: 
pinefs here: fo from hence it will fi^ow 
that to command and gwern the judgmenfs 
and afHons of men in matters of refigjbili 
is not the province of the civil magiftrate j 
becanfe men do not enter into civil fodety 
to anfwer thefe purpofes, and becaufe tte 
favour of God^ and the happine& of anothet 
world (which is die bufinefs of religion to 
fecure) fociety and government can neither 
give, nor fecure, nor take away. But thfe 
is what I have clfewhere (*) more largely 
confidetrd^ to wiiich I refo my Reader* 
And, 

As 

f^ fce aif DifcMrfe on due gmottds^ and exttfit cf imOo^ 
xky «nd libecty» with reijpe& to CHril govcaauaent* Whm^ 
bk the vftChority of civil inagifiiates in matters of religion, h 
pvdcidftr^ oonMmd. Oecafisned hy Ik l^mh iribliciKddft 
ef tlie ^tl «ftabli(hment of religion. Price 6 d. And in xny 
CoUe&ion df TraAs page 453. 
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As the civil magiflrates have ibmetime& 
provided^ and unpo&d a religion upon their 
|ieople : fi> they have endeavoured to iecure 
the pGopks fubmiffion) by tbreatnif^ and 
k^a&ing the fevered p&in$ and penalties^ 
And by this means the mod gro^ abfur-' 
dilied and fuperflitibns have been pinned 
dotk^ii upon the people from genovtion to 
genaation/ without any hope or profpod^ 
of a refbnnation; becaufe to attempt any 
alteration in iuch religious eftabliihmcnt% 
is like digging up foundations^ and turning 
^ world up^fide down : ^ that the civil 
Iftabiilhment of religion^ exdufite of a 
gBMnd toteration, is not only wrong and 
onjuftifiable in itfelf^ but alfo it is the 
gf^Mf^ bar to all reformation in religion* 
Ahd this was the cafe at the JSrJi publicaiioa 
of ^ go^l) the power of the civil ma*« 
^Arate which (hould have been nnployed 
in the prdtedting and defending the Apo* 
ftles in the quiet and peaceable exerciie of 
their miniftry) vms turned againft tbem* 
Thus Htrod the king ihetcbed forth bis 
bafkl to n)ex certitin of the <hur€h^ 'tmd he 
kiUed James the briber (f John mtb the 
fuwily and beomfe it pleajed the J^ws^ he 
fr^did farther U take Peter Mfr. Aflts 
»i. i> 2, 3. And as the cftabiahed neli- 
gkms which took place in the wwld ai tlve 
2 firft 
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firfi preaching of the gofpel, did many of 
them abound with abonriinable ^Sr^a^i/im 
and i(hLtrieSy which of courfe tne gofpd 
of Chrifl muft condentn^ as it is fbe^ 
that none of thok falfe ways of reconunen^ 
ding men to God» would be fi^fieient td 
anfwer that purpofe: {o this engaged tfao 
civil magiftrates of thofe times againft Ch]> 
Aianity, and drew on the profeflbrs of it 
the moft heavy and bloody periecutions^ 
which furely, was no fmall check to the fMro* 
grefs of the gofpel. For tho' the fiifierifigi 
of innocent peiibns might awaken the attm^ 
tion of fome, and thereby be a means of 
bringing them over to Chriftianity (whidi 
gave occafion for that proverb, viz. the 
blood of the Martyrs is the feed of the 
Church) : yet furely, it gave a terrible ftight 
to many others, and kept them at the great-* 
eft diftance from it. And if we add this 
to the former confiderations, it will not 
appear ftrange, that the gofpel made no 
greater progrefs than it did. Again 

Fifthly, religion has always been z. founda- 
tion for men to build a profitable trade up^ 
on ; that is, men of felfifh views have made 
it fubfervient to the purpofes of worldly 
power, wealthy and grandure to theml^Was) 
and thefe I call the interefied in religim* 
This, I think, has been the cafe in all ages 

and 
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find countries, and it is notorioufly fo at 
this day. Religion is too often principally 
made itibfervient to the wealth, and power, 
land graiidure of thofe who take upon them 
to have the diredtion and management there*^ 
of. And tho' the profeffed defign of the in- 
terefted in religion is to fecure to others the 
favour df God, and their happinefS in ano^ 
ther world : yet the real defign, and what 
thsj Jieadily purfue^ is their own power^ 
and wealth, and every other advantage which 
they can poffibly gain, or fecure to them- 
felves in this. And as the profitable trade 
which religion aflfords, is chiefly fupported 
by the weaknefs^ ignorance^ and bigottry of 
the people: fo the managers in matters of 
religion, do, many of them, take all pofliblc 
care to keep them fo. And accordingly a 
padlock has been too* often put upon the 
underftandings of men, and it has been 
deemed damnable for them to enquire any 
&rther into matters of religion, than the 
interefted in that fciencc fhall pleafe to di- 
rect XX give leave. Ecdefiajiical courts^ and 
courts Inquifition have been likewife fet up, 
in order to ftrike an awe upon the minds of 
the people, and to check and rejirain all en- 
quiries mto matters of religion ; and to cor^ 
re£fand piniJhM thofe who {hall prefume 
to deviate from that ftandard of truth, which 

k the 
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the diredors and managers in inatten 6f 
religigfi have gjiven tjbcm. And if at any 
tva» the peojdes attention have been ai^akeo- 
ed, ^4 they have been called upon t9 
look a tittle ^rtber into matters <^ religiooi 
thaii the ftandard given them would adduti 
ihen prefently the interefted in religioa 
£}und an alarm of darker ^ then the cmmh 
K in dajiger, or religim is in danger, or 
herejy prevails, or infideUty prevails, or 
i^mething like it is given out, to intemcatt 
the minds, inflame the pa0ions, and//r i^ 
the refentment of the ivi^ak and bigotted muh^ 
tude; and by this means, fometimes^ fuch 
^Jire has been kindled in a nation, as has 
not been ea01y quenched. And, 

As fome of thoie who have been in*' 
trufted with the care and government of 
civil rocid:ies, have attempted at fiich power 
over their people, as exceeded the booftds 
of rea£;>n; and as tho/e who have taken 
upon them to direct and manage in mafe^ 
ters of religion, have often been to& aft^zni 
ready to lend diem their helping h^d to 
procure it : fo (as one good turn de&nres 
another,) thofe intmfted with civil power, 
have nciade ufe of that power to confirm zx^ 
efiablijh to the managers of religious matters 
that wealth, and power, and grandurc whidi 
they have unrea&tnably affumed to them<^ 

felves. 



<*^lve8. And thus likewife (when thd di- 
reSors in ipatters of religion have thought 
it nec^ifery for the fupport of their power 
gnd intereft, and have been plcafed to caU 
for it,) the civil magiftrates have fometimes 
pfed that power, which ought to have been 
imployed in proUSting and defending th^ 
people in the quiet and peaceable enjoyment 
pf their own, in providing faggots^ and 
gibbets^ and othtx feveritieSy to corredl and 
punifh all thofe who ihall dare to deviate 
cr diiJent fron^ that ftandard of truth, which 
the managers of religion, by the help of 
the civil magiftrate, have impofed upon 
them. So that of all t\it kinds of oppofition 
which have been at any tin^c made to the 
reforming the world, that which has come 
from the interefled in religion^ has always 
been the greateji and Jirongeji. And, 

This was the cafe at ^tfirji publicatioa 
of the gofpel, the chief priejts and others a- 
mong the Jews, who were either interejied 
in the thing, or influenced by thoie that 
were, thcfe inflamed the paffion$5 BXiAflirred 
up the refentment, not only of the ignorant 
and bigotted multitude^ but alfo of the civil 
magiftrates againft our fcviourj which ended 
in that bloody and barbarous fcene of hi& 
"crucifixion and death* And neither the 
Joundnefs of Chrift's dodtrine, nor the inno^ 

K 2 cency 
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cency of his behaviour, nor the abundant 
goodnefs and benevolence of his aftions, noF 
yet the authority and power of his miracles^ 
were fufficient to fecure him from that rage 
and madnefs^ which the intereftcd in religion 
had ftirred up againft him. And as the 
interefted in religion made great oppofition 
to the miniftry of Chrift : fo they did the 
fame to that of his Apoftles. Thus we read 
ASls iv. I, 2, 3. And as they (viz. Peter 
and John) fpake unto the people^ the prie^Sy 
and the captain of the temple^ and the Sair 
ducees came upon them^ being grieved that tbej 
taught the people ^ and preached through Jefrs 
the refurre£lion from the d^ad. And they laid 
hands on them, and put them in hold. Vcrfcs 
6, 7. And Annas the bigh-prieji^ and Caia- 
phaSy and Jobn^ and Alexander ^ and as many 
as were of the kindred of the higb-priejl 
nicere gathered together at Jerufalem. Jni 
when they had fet them in the midji^ tkj 
ajkedy by what power ^ or by what namty 
have ye done this. Chap. v. 17, 18. ^tn 
the high-prieji rofe up^ and all that were mtb 
bimy (which is thefeSl of the SadduceesJ and 
were filed with indignation, and laid their 
hands on the Apojlles, and put them in the 
common prifon. And, as the interefted in 
religion among the Jews, made great op- 
pofition to the gofpel of Chrift : fo the cafe 

was 
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was the fame among the Gentiles, religion 
being made fubfervient to worldly purpofes, 
as well among the latter, as the former. 
Thus we read A£ls xix. 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 
28. And the fame time there aroj'e no fmall 
fiir about that way^ for a certain man named 
Demetrius^ a JUver-fmitb^ which madejiher 
Jhrines for Diana^ brought no fmall gain to 
the craftfmen^ whom he called together with 
the workmen of like occupation^ andfaidy Sirs^ 
ye know that by this craft we have our wealth. 
Moreover you fee and hear^ that not only at 
EphefuSy but almofi throughout all Afta^ this 
Paulj hath perfwaded and turned away much 
people y faying^ they be no gods which are made 
with hands. So that not only this our craft 
is in danger to befet at nought : but alfo thiaf 
the temple of the great goddefs Diana Jhould 
be defptjedy and her magnifence fhould be de-- 
ftroyedy whom all Afa and the world wor^ 
Jhip. And when they had heard thefe fay-- 
ingSy they were full of wrath y and cryed outy 
fayingy great is Diana of the Ephefians. 
So that when we confider what great op- 
pofition was made to Chriftianity, by thofe 
who were interejied in the feveral religions 
which then took place in the world, it is 
no way furprifing that the gofpel made no 
greater progrefs than it did. 

K 3 Sixthly 
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Sixthly and laftly, the gofpel itfclf vcrj^ 
foon becaufe corrupted and deprawd^ there 
being many aifura do&vints zndfuperjiitious 
prafticcs annexed to, and blended with it, 
and thefe were dignified with that fpecioiig 
title the Go/pel of Chrijl. And in partis 
cukr Chriftianity became corrupted in that 
grand principle of all true religion whe- 
ther natural or revealed, viz. the Unity of 
God I and this, not only became a Aar to 
tntns receiving it, but it gave occafion for 
that great defe£lion from it which has fo far, 
and fo long prevailed in the world, cdm- 
jnonly called Mabometanifm. The pro* 
feflbrs of Chriftianity likewife degenerated 
from that plainnefs and fimplicity^ that honejly 
and integrity^ and from that ^irit of lov$ 
and benevolence by which they were to be 
kncivn^ and by which Chriftianity was to bft 
recommended to the world j and became af^ 
fuming and domineering^ contentious and quati^ 
lefom^ felfijld and avaritious^ and every evil 
work prevailed amongft them. In fliort, 
the religion of Chrift, or rather the religion 
which was called after his name became 
like the reft of the refigions which took 
place in the world ; that is, it confifted ra- 
ther in externals^ ^nd in Jhenv and appear^ 
4ince^ than in an internal principle which 
rightly diredls and governs the affeSliom 

and 



and aSiions of men : and the profejfori of it 
were in the general like other people. So that 
Chriftianity had little left to recomnsiend it 
to the ienfible and more diicerning part of 
mankind ; and this tended to check and 
hinder the progrefs of it. 

Thus I Iiaye put together the feveral 
things which flood in the way of the gofpel, 
to prevent its fiicceeding in the world; and 
if we confider the cafe in this view, I think 
it will not appear ftrange, that it made no 
greater progreis than it did 
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SECT. XVI, 



IH A V E in the preceding fcftion fhewed 
how it came to pafs, that the gofpcl of 
Chrift when it was firft preached did not 
univer^y prevail : I now proceed to enquire 
how it comes to pafs, that with refpeft to 
thofe who do receive it and make a profej^ 
fon of it, yet notwithftanding, it has not ge- 
nerally had its proper tStGL and influence 
upon their minds and lives. And in order to 
do this I beg leave to repeat what I have 
already obferved, viz. that the gofpel of 
Chrift is an addrefs to men as free beings, 
by recommending to their moft ferious conr 
fideration certain do<%:inal propoiitions taken 
from the confideration of a Peity, the fum 
of which is contained in the following parr 
ticulars. Firft^ that nothing but a confor- 
0Vty of ipind and life to that eternal and 
inalterable rule of action whiph is founde4 

W 
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in the reafon of things, will render men 
plcafing and acceptable to God. Secondlf 
that nothing but repentance and reformation 
of mens evil ways, will recommend finners 
to the divine mercy, thirdly ^ that God has 
appointed a time in which he will judge the 
world in righteoufnefs, and that he will 
approve, or condemn, reward, or punifli 
every man according as he has, or has not 
conformed his affedtions and actions to that 
righteous rule before-mentioned, and according- 
as he has, or has not repented and amended 
his evil v^ys. And as thefe propofitions when 
believed, and ferioufly regarded, are exceU 
lently fuited to reform the world, and right- 
ly to direft and govern the minds and lives 
of men, by being a proper ground or rea- 
fon of action to them : fo whatever dodtrines 
or practices have taken place among Chri* 
ftians, which cither immediately or mediate-' 
ly tend to weaken^ or take off the ferfwajhe 
influence of thofe propofitions, fuch dodrines 
and practices domanifeftly tend' to pervert 
the gofpel of Chrift, and more or lefs to ren-^ 
der it unfuccefsful upon the minds and lives 
of men. What thofe doctrines and praftices: 
are, I come now more particularly to confi- 
der, tho* I (hall not take notice of all, but 
only of fuch as principally and eminently do 
And 

Firft, 



142 TJ^e True Go/pel of 

Fkft, the dodrines of the imputed r^te-^ 
oufnefiy the meritorious fufferings^ and the 
prevailing interceffion of Chriji being either 
fcparately, or conjundtly the grounds of tatm^ 
acceptance with God, and of iinners obtain* 
ing divine mercy, thefe dodrines do nata-'; 
rally tend to weaken and take off the perfwa- 
five influence of the gofpel, and to render it 
of none effeSi ; as by them is pointed out to 
men another way to God*« fevour and mercy, 
and another way to life eternal than the gof- 
pel has pointed out unto them; and confer 
quently, the aforefaid dodbines render the 
dodtrine of the gofpel an ufele& and an infig- 
nificant thing. I put theie three dodrines 
together, bccaufe they pervert the gofpel of 
Chrift the fame way. I lay pervert the gof* 
pel. »For if perfbns can be prevailed upon to 
believe that men are rendered acceptable to 
God, and that finners are recommended ta 
the divine mercy, not on the account of their 
being in themfelves the fuitable and proper 
objcfts of either ; but only on the account of 
the right behaviour, the fufFerings, and the 
intercefHon of Chrift, whether it be by ei- 
ther, or all of thefe (though one would 
think that if one of thefe did the work, nei- 
ther of the other two would ^ nece^y) : 
then the confequence is clear, that to perfi^s 
fo perfwaded there cannot appear any necej 
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Jky for them to bt?oom€ perfonally valuable in 
themielves by a right behaviour and by 
repentance and reformation of their evil 
waye, becaufe if men ^e rendered accept* 
able to God^ and are recommended to his 
mercy by iht farmer^ then the /<7//^r cannot 
be hecedary to that end, and then the re-- 
commending of^ or infixing upon the latter 
to perfons thus pcrfwaded can have little or 
no effect upon their minds or lives^ becaufe 
the force of the argument is taken away^ 
and thus the perfwafive influence of the 
gofpel \$ weakened if not deftroyed thereby. 
And, 

This is very confiftently acknowledge4 
by the AntinomMns^ who profeiiedly main- 
tain not only that the righteoufneis^ the 
fuHerings^ and the ititerceffion of Chrift arc 
the fble grounds of the divine i^vour and 
mercy to men; and that their own right 
behaviour, and their reptntsnce and reforr 
mation are not necejfary^ nor any way ful> 
fervient to that end : but alfo that if mea 
hope or exped^ to obtain the divine ^voor. 
and mercy on the account of their owa 
^ood works or repentance^ this is the high 
road to defiru&ion^ as fuch hope and ex«o 
pedlation lejfens^ or takes off the merit of 
^ Chrift's righteoufne^, his fufFerings and 
Tceffion % and like wife the freemjs of the 

divine 
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divine mercy and grace to mankind. And 
that the aforefaid doftrines have not only f 
fuch a tendency y but alfo haWy and do in 
faSi weaken, or take off the perfwafive in- 
fluence of the forementioned propofitions 
which contain the true gofpel of Jefus Chrift, 
I dare appeal to the experience of the pu- 
fent and paji ages, as evincing the train of 
it 5 there having been, and flill being mul- 
titudes of perfons profefling Chriftianity, 
who indulge themfelves in a vicious courfe 
of life, and yet bopey and frujiy and relj 
upon Cbrijty (as they call it,) for falvation 
to the laft. And tho* they have nothing 
perfonally valuable in themfelves to recom- 
mend them, and tho* they are the fuit- 
able and proper objefts of the divine diflike 
and refentment ; yet as they have been taught 
that the true grounds of the divine favour 
and mercy to men, are the rightcoufncis, 
and ftifferings, and the interceflion of Chrift; 
fo they prejume with great confidence that 
through thefe they fhall be Javedy than which 
furely nothing can be more abfurd. Thtis 
the forementioned doctrines do naturally 
tend to pervert the gofpel of Chrift, an^ to 
render it an ufelefs thing ; as they tend to 
weaken, and take off that perfwafive in- 
fluence which otherwife it might have upi^ 
the minds and lives of men. And thusr 

rea 
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readers will . fee how it comes to pais, that 
where the gofpel has been received and pro- 
feifed, it has not generally h^d its intended 
effeft. And 

This furely is worthy the moft fcriouS 
confideration of all thofe who are by pro- 
feffion preachers of Chriji and his gofpel ; 
becaufe the work which they are engaged 
in, is not a trifling affair, but is of the laji 
importance to mankind. Chriftian Mini- 
fters are to reprefcnt to the people the true 
grounds of the divine favour and forgiveneis, 
and the true and only way to life eternal ; 
it therefore moft certainly behoves them to 
take great heed to their miniftry rightly to 
fulfil it. For whoever points out to men 
another way to God's favour and eternal 
life, than Chrift hath pointed out 5 fuch an 
one preaches another gofpel^ he is a deceiver 
in points of the greateft importance (whe- 
ther he intends it not), he is an Anticbriji^ 
and a betrayer of mens fouls. And as the 
doftrines I have now been confidering, viz. 
the imputed righteoufnefs, the meritorious 
fufferings, and the prevailing interceflion of 
Clyift are reprefented to be, what they 
really arc not, viz. the true grounds of the 
divine favour to men, and of the divine 
jmercy to finners : fo to reprefcnt 'them as 
""*&, and to teach men^fo^^ is in tmth to 
2 preach 



146 Tie True Qajpel of 

preach atmtber gof^l than Chrift I^gtb preach^ 
cd, and to point out to men another wfj to 
God's favour and life eternal than Chrift hath 
pointed out unto them. I have already fh^WA 
what are the true and only grouiide qf our ao 
ceptance with God, and wh^t are the true 904 
only grounds of the divine niercy and for- 
giveness to finners, viz. our being prevailed 
upon by the gofpel, to become the fiiitabk 
and proper objeds of it, by a right beh»- 
viour, and by repentance and reformatio^ of 
our evil ways: this is what the goipel cl 
Chriil: declares^ and this is what the rieafoa 
of things require^ and were God to aft upon 
any other principles, that is, were he tO 
be pleafed with men, or fhew mercy to fin- 
ners upon any other grounds, this would 
be running crofs to nature, and a^ing 
from ummrtby motives, and confequently, 
would be a manifeil moral imperfe&im ift 
him. 

I am ienfible, that the forementfpned 
dodrines are faid to be contained in tbfe 
writings of the Apojlks^ and more efpeciallf 
that doftrine pf the meritorious fufFerings of 
Chrift being the ground of God's fhewio^ 
mercy to iinners ; but this is not to be t^n 
mitted. The Appfllcs had a great rcgaisA 1 
to their countrymerj the Jews^ which diCjg> 
pofed then? tp fludy and piftke ufe of -""* 
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the "Ways they could to bring them over to 
Chriftianity. And as the Jews paid a great 
r^ard to 'Mo/es's law: fo the Apoftles en- 
devoured to ajimilate the gofpel to it, that 
thcfeby it might be rendered more accept^ 
aUe to thoie Jews. And as the ApofUes (in 
conformity to the uiage of thofe ealiern coun- 
tries), fometimes delivered themielves in higb 
aad lofty fyures of fpecch : fo they fometimes 
bocrowed thofe figures from the Jigurative 
aSitms which were appointed under the dif« 
peoiation of Mofes. Figurative actions I 
call them, becaufe in truth they were no 
other. Thus we read, Leviticus xvi. 2 1, 22. 
And Aaron (and confequently the high 
priefts which Succeeded in after times), Jhall 
Icy both his bands upon the head of the live 
goaty and confefs over him all the iniquities 
of the children ofljrael^ and all their tranf 
treffions in all their Jins^ putting them upon 
the head of the goaty and Jhall fend him away 
iy the band of a fit man into the wildernefs: 
\ and the goat Jhall bear upon him all their 
iniquities into a land not inhabited^ and he 
Jhall Jet go the goat in the wildernefs. Thcfe 
I &y were figurative aSiions, becaufe if we 
Underftand them literally y they are very ab- 
fiud, feeing the fins of the people were not 
[ capable of being colleBed together y and then 
led off m this manner. For it is not 
2 to 



148 7%e True Go/pet of 

to be fuppofed, that Aaron went wtt lSxt 
camp, or that the high priefis (aft^ hfito) 
went over the nation of Ifratl^ and \ff \ 
kind of fuBion drew all the fins f>f the 
people into their own breafts^ and then itei^ 
id them out again upon the i^^^t>fd^ 
goat, or that they gathered together the 
Jim of the people, and bound them ia him^ 
dleSy and laid them on the head d£ the 
goat, to be carried into the wildernefi, tliere 
to be loft; like as tradefmen bind their 
toares in bundles, and lay them on horfes^ 
to be carried away to market Thefc I 
fay are abfurd fuppofitions, and therefoie^ 
the aSliom here referred to^ muft be cbnfi- 
dered as fgurative adlions* And as the ex- 
predions in the writings of the Apoftles 
which relate to the prefent queftion^ wete 
many of them taken from Inch figurative 
adlions as took place among the Jew»: fo 
thofe expreJSions are plainly ^^r^r« of ipeecfa, 
and ought thus to be underftood, for were 
Ibme of them to be taken in a literal fcisfe, 
they would not be reconcileable to truth nor 
common fenfey as might eafily be made ap- 
pear, but that is beiide my prefentpor^ 
pofe. 

Beiides, as the expreiiions referred to are 
moftly contained in the -a;ri/m^i of St P«r/; \ 
fo were I to rijk the whole upon his a^ 
• tbartiy^ 
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tbority^ fuppofing him to be the author of 
the Epiftle to d>e Hebrews^ I (hould cvcii 
then gain my point. Thus, Heb. x. 4. For 
it is not pojjtble that the blood of bulk and goats 
JbouU take away Jin. Now the proper 
queftion is, wherein lies the impojjibility of 
the bhod of bulh and goats taking aWay 
fin? ov how comes it to be impoffible that 
the blood of thofe creatures (hould do it ? 
And the anfwer is manifeft^ viz. that it is 
impc^bility in nature for the blood, that is, 
the ihedding the blood of bulls and goats 
to render a finner lefs a Jinner^ or lejs the 
oljeS of Gods dijpleafure than he was be-^ 
fore I and confequently, it is impoilible that 
the blood of bulls and goats fhould take 
away fin. The cafe is exaiSdy the fame with 
refped: to the blood, that is^ the (bedding 
the blood of Chrift, or any other blood 
whatever, it being as much an impoflibility 
in nature for the blood of Chrift to render 
a finner kfs a finner, or kfs the object of 
God's difpleafure^ as it is that the blood of 
bolls and goats fhould do it; and confe- 
quently it is as much impofiible that the 
blood of Chrift, as it is that the blood of 
bulls and goats fhould take away fin. But 
this is too plain to be infilled on any farther. 
But then 

L Poffibly 
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Poffibly it may here be alkcd what 
St Paitl means by paying fo great compk* 
ment to the iacrifice df CbriJPs death as he 
doth, uid by giving it fo great a preference 
to the £icrifices which were appointed b^ thfc 
kwP if it did not literally take away fin, or 
if St Paul did not underftand that to be 
the caie. To which it may be anfwered 
that whatever the (*) Apoftle intended there- 
by it is evident he could not intend to xc^ 
prefent the blood of Chrift as taking away 
an in a literal fenfe, that being an imptf^ 
JUnlity in nature by his own acknowlra|* 
ment» as in the cafe of the blood of bous 
and goats ; and therefore he muft mean that 
the blood of Chrift takes away fin, not is 
a literal, but in a moral or figurative fenfe, 
as it affords a proper argument to work 
upon finners to repent and amend their 
ways, and thereby to render themfelves tte 
proper objcdls of God's mercy. Befides, the 
Apoftle not only afcribes to the Uood of 
Chrifi: the taking away Jin ; but alfo tho 
reforming the finmr^ or the purging thd 
confcience from dead works to ferve tho 

(*) See my DifcDiirfe entitled the £qni^^ and ReaTonafale'* 
xlefs of the Divine Condufi in pardoning tinners upon thcii: 
repentance exemplified^ Or a Difcourfc on the paraJblc of tfc 
Prodigal Son. 

\ V ■ ,: living 



jefus Chrifl afferted. 151 

living God. Thus Heb. ix. 14. Htm much 
more jhall the blood of Chriji, which through 
the eternal Jpirit offered hitnfelf without fpot 
to Gvdy purge your conjciences from dead 
works tojerve the living God. Here we fee 
the Apome confiders the blood of Chrift as 
reforming the minds and lives of men, by 
purging their confciences from dead works 
to fervc the living God ; whereas this is im* 
pojj^le when taken in a literal fenfe^ and 
therefore St Faul muft be underwood in a 
knbral or figurative fenfe^ as the {heading 
the blood of Chrift affords a proper argu*- 
meni to work upon men to repent and 
juneiid their ways, and fo to purge their 
cohfiiences from dead works to ferve the liv-^ 
ing Cod. This is what a man of the Apo- 
file's attention and difcernment could not but 
know s and therefore, when he afcribes pur- 

fing the confcience from dead works to the 
lood of Chrift, it muft be a fgure of 
ipeech, and in common juftice it ought fa 
to be underftood, if we will allow St Paul 
to be a man of common Jenfe. And as the 
blood of Chrift, by ^figure offpeech, may 
be faid to purge the confciences of men from 
dead works : fo in the fame fenfe^ and by 
^ii^ fame fgure of fpeech, it may be faid 
to take away fin^ as it affords a proper fub-- 
y^^fof finners to refle(£t ferioufly upon, and 

L 2 thereby 
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thereby to lead them to repentance and re- 
formation, by which they become the pro- 
per objeds of God's mercy. And, as it is 
in this fenfe, and in this fenfe only, that 
the blood of Chrift can be iaid to take 
away fin, or to purge the confcience from 
dead works to ferve the living God : fo the 
Apoftle could not intend to reprefent the 
blood of Chrift as taking away fin in a 
literal, but only in a moral or figurative 
fenfe, as I obferved above. 

I am likewife fenfible it is pretended, 
that God could not pardon fin, tUl fattf: 
faSiion was made to his jujiice for trani^ef- 
fions; and that Chrift by his death made 
fucb jathfa6lion\ and conlequently, that his 
meritorious fufFerings, were the ground or 
reajon of God's (hewing mercy to finncrs. 
Upon which I obferve, that the fuflfcrings 
of the innocent^ could not poflibly be a fatif- 
faSion to jujiice for the faults of the guilty ) 
becauie, as far as juftice comes into the 
ca.fe it requires, that in tht fubjeSi in which 
the fault is, in that fame JuhjeSl tiie /«- 
ni/hment fhould be alio; and the contrary 
to this is manifeftly unjuft. So that, if God 
haApunifhed the innocent for the faults of the 
guilty, and had let the guilty -gofree^ this 
would have been fo far from letting the 
matter right in point of juftice and equity, 

tlwt 
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that it would have been quite the reverie; as 
it is doing or adling unjiiftly by both par- 
ties J vfz. by puhifliing where punifli- 
ment was not due, and by forbear- 
ing to punifh where it was due, which 
liirely cannot be doing or fatisfying juftice, 
biit the contrary, as I have elfewhere (*) 
more folly (hewn. However, this was not 
the cafe, becaufe Chrift did not fell a Jacri^ 
Jice to the refentment and juftice cfGodj but 
only to the unprovoked wrath and malice of 
the wicked Jews and Romans. And there- 
fore, though what is here urged, (fuppofing 
it were well grounded, 'viz. that God could 
not pardon fin, till &tisfa(ftion had been 
made to his juftice for tranfgreflbrs,) may 
afford a ftrong argument for a p(^ift:> purga^ 
tory (but not for tht profitable trade founded 
upon it) J yet it will by no means fervc the 
prefent purpofe. 

I am alfo fenfible, it is pretended, that 
God could not, confiftent with the ends 
oi government yj^^iX Aon finners, without yZ>fw- 
tng his dt/likofjin, and that God's diflike 
01 firi, was fhewed by the fufferings and 
death of Chrift ; and corifequently, his fuf^ 
feringfi w6re the ground or reafon of God'a 

(*) See my Difcourfe concerning Reafon with regard to 
R<^|;iORl and' Divine Revelation. 

L 3 (hewing 



1^54 ^ 3^^^ Go/pel of 

fhewing mercy to finaers. Upon v^hkhl 
obfervf, that if God had iingled out iome 
oae or more of the vH^Jl of our fpec^s, and 
h^d laid fome heavy affiiSlims upon the% 
^d had done it in fm:h a w^y as that it 
appeared plainly to all to be bk handy an4 
that it was laid upon them as a punijhmevj^ 
for their Jins \ then, there would ha,ve be^a 
fbnje pretence for this argument, b^caufe 
then, it would have appeared that ^h?y were 
puniil^d by God on the account of their ^fli, 
aod? confcquently, they would have be#ft 
ftanding monuments of God's dijlike rfjf^ 
But when the moft innocent and virttyw 
of all our ^cies w^ iuigled ou^t to b^ 
the moft heavy affliftions, apd when t}^. 
af9i€kions were laid upon him, not by tJw 
hand of God, but by the wicked J^ws anl, 
Romanfy and. that too, not |br his haviiig; 
done evil, but good^ which je thf? pitefeat 
c^fe ; this fiirely could not poilibly ihfW 
God's diflike of iin. And I think l n^f 
lay^ that if there be fuch a thing as pcrifftfj 
mg otjiinatefy in tvroTy it muft b^^fo in th$>. 
preient caie; becaufe I think th«re id n9t> 
any thing which has the face of an ar-^ 
gumeiat that can be pficred in its favopCr. 
Again 
•i ' 
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Secondly, another way in which the gof. 
pel has been perverted and rendered unfuc- 
ceisful, has been the doftrine of mens being 
rendered acceptable to God by a right be^ 
lief^ or a found and orthodox faith 5 this do- 
dbine naturally tends to weaken or take off 
the perfwafive influence of thofe propofi- 
tions which contain the trae gofpel 01 Je- 
jfiis Chrift. For, if pcrfons are prevailed 
upon to believe that men are rendered ac- 
ceptable to God, and that finners iarc re- 
commended to the divine mercy, not on the 
account of their being in themfelves thi 
fbitable and proper objeds of either, but 
only on the account of thcxr ju^^ment being 
bfdnght to a particular Jianaardy and there 
iffffitin^ to a fet oi Jpeculative profofitionsi 
then the confequence is, thlt perions fo per- 
fwaded cannot think themfelves under i 
necejjity of becoming perfonally vatuabk m 
tBenifelves, by a right behaviour, ahd by it- 
pentance and reformation of their evil ways, 
bccaufe' if the former render men pfeafillg 
to God, the latter is not neceflary to that 
end. And this has been too much, and too 
often the cafe among Chriftianss men have 
relied tipon the Jouhdnefs of their faitb^ as 
the ground of their acceptance with Godi 
however vicious and wicked their afiedlions 
and adions have been. So that in this view of 

L 4 Chriftia^ 
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Chriilianity, the great and imin point for 
men to be concerned about, is not whtt 
they do^ but what they believe^ and .ao 
cordingly the mpft vicious aSlions are eafily 
overlooked^ by perfons of this principle^ 
whiles an error ^ or even the Jujpicion of an 
error in points of faitb^ expofcs a xnau 
to thp rage and madnefi of fiich pec^. 
And, tho' a fcrious and well-grounded pc^ 
fwafion of the truths of the gofpel, natu- 
rally tends to reform the vices, apd rightlj 
to dired: and govern the afFedions and ao 
tions of men, and therefore faith cm: foch 
a perfwafion is fpoken very highly of in 
the writings of the New Teftanaent : yet 
when faith confifts only in the perfwafion 
or aflcnt of the mind to certain propofitions^ 
(let thofe propofitions be what they will,) 
^nd does not produce the forementiope4 
^eSl upon the minds and lives of men, 
then and in that cafe, faith is fo far from 
bemg a benejit to them, that on the con- 
trary it too often proves a fnare^ as it leads 
4»cn into a groundlefs perfwafion of their 
jbping interefted in God's favour, whilft 
-i^hey . are the unfuitable and improper objcas 
of it. Thus the forementionea dodtrine 
naturally t^flds to pervert the gofpcl oif 
Chrift, by weajcening and taking from it 
^at perfwafivc influence, which othcrwifc 

it 
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it might have upon mens minds and lives. 
And thus my reader will farther ice how it 
comes to pafs, that whert the golj^el has 
been received, it has not generally had its 
prOTcr effed. And, 

/ Here I beg my reader to obferve, what a 
wide difference there is betwixt the yij^yi^ 
and declarations of €hrijiy and the fayings 
and declaratitms of ibme of thofe men who 
call themfelves after his name, touching this 
matter. Our Lord lEuth, if thou ivHtu^ter 
itUo life^ keep the commandments^ (and feep-K 
ing the commandments, according tO' his 
own explanation, is to love the lx)rd our 
God with all our heart foul mind ^md 
Arength, and our neighbour as our fdves) ; 
this do and thou Jhalt live. Thefe arc the 
words and declarations of Cbriji^ whereas 
fome of thofe who call themfelves his fol- 
lowers^ iay, and declare otherways. They 
fay, Wbojoever will be faved^ before all things 
it is neceffary that he bold the catholick faith^ 
which fatth except every one do keep whole and 
undefJedy without doubt he Jhall perijb ever^ " 
lajiingly. And the catholick faith is this^ 
that we worjhip one God in trinity^ and tri^ 
nity in unity \ neither confounding the perfons^ 
vpr dividing the fubflancCy and fo on, ^s in 
^2^% creedy commonly called the aeed of 
St 4tbanajius. Here I ob&rre, that the 

way 
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w^y to heaven which Chriil pointed oat to 
men, is to hoe God and their netgbkimr^ thii 
do (fiiith he) and thou Jhalt live : whereas, 
the way to life which fome Chriftians h^% 

{)ointed out, is thro' a dark maze of fpepa* 
ative and nsyfterious propofitions ; and the 
holding or afienting to thofe, is made th6 
ground of God's favour. But this I think lis 
the bighefl pitch of Aniichrifiiamfnij as it is 
^ppojing Chrijl in the moft material point of 
all, and tends to difappeint and fri^firaii 
the very end and purpofe of his comiiig^ 
which was to he a iafe guide to life eterhaU 
by pointing out to men, the true way that 
leads thither. For, if men are tauglit to 
believe, that the great and main thing they 
are to. be concerned about, with refpe^ to; 
the fiiving of their fouls, is not the rightly 
directing and governing their affeSfitms zml 
a0ioHs^ but the captivating their underffandr 
ings toa iet of myfterious propofitions, whidr 
U the prefent cafe, this naturally tends to 
make them negligent and regardkjs of what 
Cfarift hp dec^red to be the conditions of 
Qotfs favour, and the trac way to life eter- 
nal, and thereby the great end and purpofe 
of his coming is likely to be fruftrated. 

BefideSj the propofitions here referred to 
are Ibme of them unintelligible^ or at leaft 
arc exceeding dijicuk to be underftood, others 

are 
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what the falvatktt of men is not tj[» leaft 
concerned with. Thus the crficd begins* 
4Hd tb^ Ciftboiifk faith is tbisy tb^t i&e im^ 
Jbip (me God in trinity y and trinity in unity ^ 
miiffefc fonfwnding the perfons^ nor dividing 
the, fubjiance. This proportion I think is 
umnteUigibky or at leaft eo^ceedi^g diji<;ult to 
bfi underftood ; tsecau^ it is hard to conceive 
yirh?! ideas are intended to be conveyed by 
thofe words. And, that fonae of thofe pro- 
poli^ons are cmtradiQvry to each other, is 
nsoft evident. For, if there be oae perfoQ 
q^" ^ father y another of the^», and ano- 
iJtfi^ «i the b(dy ghofty and if the father the 
^n and the holy ghoft be each and everi tf 
tbfm et^maly »& ^13 creed nuintainetb s then, 
ther^ ^e in. th? moii Arid and proper ienfe 
t^re^i, eternals s that is, there are tkree eter^ 
nfii perfonsy qx: three perpv who are eadi 
apd every one of theoi eternal: and yet, ia 
dirc<^ contradidion, the fame creed affirm- 
ed, that there are not thre^ eternals^ but sne 
eternal. And naany pf the fM'opofitiofit 
here referred to, ^re fuqh, with which the 
falv^tion of men is not concerned. For» 
what has a trinity in unity, or unity in 
trinity; or three eternals, and but one eter-. 
noli or three incomprehenfibles^ and butt 
009 incompffeheniible y or three unaear. 

tcd^ 
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or the King. In like manner, wh^n any of 
our clergy read that creed to their people, in 
which the following declarations are con- 
tained, viz. Wbofoe^er nvitt be faved^ tefm 
all things it is necejfar^ that be bold the ca- 
tbolickfaitby nvhicb faith except every me do 
keep whole and undefiled^ without dmbt be 
jhall perijh everlajlingly. Again. He tbere^ 
fore that will befaved^ muji thus think of tU 
trinity. Furthermore it is necejfary to ever^ 
iajling fahationy that he believe rightly the 
incarnation of our Lord Jefus Chrijl. Again. 
^This is the catholickfaitb^ which except a man 
believe faithfully he cannot befavea. I fay. 
that as in thefe declarations, there is pointed 
out to men another way to life eternal than 
what Chrijl hath pointed out unto them: 
fo in common juftice^ the reader ought alfi> 
to repeat the words and declarations of Cbrifl 
touching this matter, and to remind the 
people that thefe^ and onlv thefe arc the 
words of Chrift, and that tne other ^ the 
words of men who call thcmfelves his fol- 
lowers j and then, leave it to the people's 
choice, which of thefe they will take for 
their guide ^ in fo important an affair^ 
Again. 

Thirdly, there have been other dodtrine^ 

advanced and entertained among Chriftians^ 

which tend to fobveft the goi]^ cf Chrift 

2 another 
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another way, viz. fuch as that God has 
from his fovereign pleafure, and by an ir* 
reveffible decttcjSxed iht final condition of 
every man, confidercd abftradtedly from^ 
and independent of a man's go6d or bad 
behaviour, which might be the ground or 
reaibn of fuch determination. This doc^ 
trine, and dodrincs near of kin to it, have 
prevailed among Chriftians, by which tho 
perfwafive influence of the golpel has been 
weakened tind defiroyed* For, a^ thedodrinc 
of the gofpel is founded upon this iuppofl-^ 
tion, viz. that mens, future fafety or mifcar^ 
riage is left to every one's choice^ as it de- 
pends upon their preient behaviour, and 
that it is in every man's power to behave 
welly or ///: io if men can bring them&lves 
to think that this is not the cajiy and that 
i^vc future fiate is fixed by an unalterable 
decree y grounded merely on fovereign pleafure j 
then all care and regard for theoifelves muft 
of couf fe be fet afide j becaufc it is vain 
and ufelefs ; and coniequently, the dodtrines 
of the golpel can have no perfwafive influ- 
ence upon their minds and lives. And from 
Lence my reader will alfo further fee how it 
comes to pafs, that where the gofpel has 
been received and profeflcd, it has not gene- 
rally had its proper eiFed:. Again. 

Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, thtirehave iaieeii o^^ d^^^tiJiK^ 
advanced among Oiriftians, whidib;;!^^ 
fubvert the gofppl iu a way dj^^rent; -^ml 
the fbrmer, wjb« iuch» a$ that our;J[p«^ 
are brought: under a.kbd dEfatalttf^jf^i^ 

.pots it out of tl^ir power to 4oj^oodi::0pi\ 
necegdrily or at kaft unavoidably (whk^^t 
think comes, to the. ijime) detenniqes,Ttbe|!li 
to da eyiL And, . that this unhappy . ilatt, ff 
mankind, which fubjedts them ta th4 w- 
pleafiire of God^ and to the miferids^Qf imo- 
ther world, is owing, to the ini£:aniag|p (^ 
oaxfirfi parents ; or to the operation ^|b((BO 

foreign agent ading upon us i tho' it is^ihoe- 
times a^ibed to one of thefe caafea, &B[if- 
times to the other, and fometimes toi boib. 
This, and fuch like dodrines have, and do 
ilill prevail among Chriflians, by whieh d^ 
perfvvaiive influence of the goipel hasibe^n 
loftvupon them. For, if men can be pft- 

.vailed upon to think that their adioiiftjnre 
not in their ou;;2 power ^ and that wbattitt 

^ they do is unavoidable -^ then, as they cwh 

:notjuilly blame themfelves for any tU^g 
they do, how vile foever tl^r behaVMif 

:.may be : ^ they have no ground or na|i- 

• fon to hearken or attend to. any advicc^Df 
counibl which may be ofiered to theiP- 
And, as the dodrine of the goipel doea mt 

• operate upon men Jby way of charm^.bot 

• •-- 2 only 
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Mly 1^ moral fwafion, and, as t£ie aforeiaid 
do^rine renders all perfwafion ufekji: fo of 
oourie it renders the gofpel of Chnft a ufe^ 
hfi thing, as it takes away that perfwauvc 
influence, which otherwife it might have 
Qpon the minds and lives of nr.en. And 
naax hence my reader may likewiie &rther 
iee how it comes to pals, that where the 
eofod has been received, it has not generally 
md its proper efFedt. Again. 

Fifthly, there have likewiie other opi* 
Jiions prevailed among Chriftians, which 
the' they do^not quite dcftroy, yet they very 
much tend to weaken the perfwafive influ* 
ence of the golpel, by engaging mens great-^ 
^ attention to^ and regard for other things^ 
which are. put in competition with it, and 
preferred before it- Thus, the fetting too 
great a value upon, and paying too great a 
regard to rites and ceremonies and pofitive in-- 
Jiitutions^ by giving them the preference to 
^noral duties^ is highly injurious to the gofpel 
of Chrift. For, if men are once perfwaded 
that a conftant attendance on, and a warm 
zeal for ceremonies and pofitive inftitutions, 
(which is confident with the practice of 
vice) is more valuable in itfelf, and more 
acceptable to God, than a conformity of 
mind and life to that rule of adtion which 
is founded in the reafon of things, then of 

M courfe 
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courfe their obligation to, and regard for the 
latter, becomes £> much the weaker i mi 
confequently, the perfwanve influenoe of llie 
go^l, is in proportion taben off l»»by. 

Alas! the injury which has beeo, aad Ji 
fliii done' Co the gofpel, or rathtf to tiie 
fouls of men l^ this naeans, is incxprefflbla. 
This is mdl vifible in Pof^Jh countrici^ 
where (pens attenda^sce on, Mgl for,^ ao^ 
truft in thefe is carried to its utmoft height 9 
where this principle has introduced a multi-. 
tudc of fuperjlitionsy exprefled by \im{hiiig% 
fadings, bowings, proftrations, croffiog^ 
and the like; and where there ans lar^ ko»f 
dies or religious orders of men who live oU 
their days lazily and idiely uppn the laboiUY 
of others, without bearing the leafl: (ham of 
the common burthen, or contributin^ithe 
leaft mite to the comnu)n gopd, having no* 
thing perfonally valuable in themfelves talis* 
commend them, but many of them noaich' 
the contrary, and yet think them&lires fe* 
cure of God's iavour, on the merit of a baip 
Jhirt^ a bemp girdle, or whatever is the. i&V 
ftinguijhing charaSier of their order, aad'' 
ipendiug Tome of their time in meditadoA' 
and devotion. And tho' tho unworthy fiilfe 
principle I have now under confidcr^tioQ." 
hath mod grofsly appeared in Popijh coun* 
tries; yet jt- has not failed to adt its part 
- 2 among 



aoio&g, Vrat^^nts ;. there being ahuiulance 
ainong them who have littfe elfer to recorn- 
mend them hut their attendance on^ and 
zeal £br ceeemonies, and poiitive inftitudoos^, 
and theio xiaaldng an auicry ior orthodoxy 
and the church, fiut what h a matter o£ 
conccpa at preient is that this Popijh doc-^ 
tcine^i a& it may well be called^ bseaufe it 
fervea tot anfwer Popijh purpofes, fliduld now 
be omtended for among us^, and that fome 
of coir preachers of Chrift and . his gofpely 
fhopld become fubUck advocates in it& de*' 
fence; this is. a melaqc£iQly confideration^ 
And, ftom^ what I have ob&rved^ my readet 
Will alio fiu:ther fee how i( comes to pa&^ 
that the gp^l where it has been embraced 
aiid profdJSd, has not generally had its: pro^ 
per effeift. Again. 

Si^ctWy^ another thing which has been 
highly, injurious to the goipel of Chrift, 
was- that great liberality which took place 
in the early times of Chriilianity,^ by which 
men gave- their goods both, movable and 
immovable, to the fifc//rcA, thai is, to. Chrr* 
ftian. focieties. And tho\ this at firflr was 
kindly intended' to anfwer the purpofes of 
ChriiUan aflociation ; yet afterwards^ it vvas 
mifap^lied^ Xo.t\\Q prejudice of the gofpel. : 
For, wherever pri^rty takes place, power 
will attend it in proportion^ and tbsi intror 
M 2 ducing 
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dacing of property and power into Chriftkn 
focietics, laid a foundation for parties arid 
faSiom among Chriftians, by which mens 
attention and regard was taken off froni the 
dodtrines of the gofpel, and applied to other 
things, which were not fublervient (6 the 
faving, but rather to the deftroying of mcBS 
fouls. When property and power took place 
in Chriftian focieties, then, there was fomc- 
thing which crafty felfifli and defighiiig men 
thought worth contending for ; and accord- 
ingly as the event (hewed, bones of conten- 
tion were introduced, and difcond; wrath 
and tumults, hating and perfecuting one ano- 
ther, and every evil word and work followed 
upon it 5 fo that the doftrine of the gofpel 
. had little or no Influence upon their minds 
or lives. 

Befides, as the main defign of a Chriftian 
minijlryy was to awaken and keep frcm in 
the minds of the people, fuch an affecting 
fenfe of the doSlrines of the gofpel^ as might 
difbofe and engage them to fi^me atid 
famion their minds and lives according' to 
it: fb the introducing property ahd p6wer 
int6 Chriftian focieties, in a glreat iriedfiire 
fruftrated that good defign, by intfodocing 
with it a miniftry among Chriftians, which 
in that relpecft, has been, (taking all ages 
and countries into the cafe) in a great inea- 

fiirc 
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Tore ufdefs. When thofe who firil took 

5ipon tl^m the care of Chriftlan fbcieties, 

Ofid in confequence thereof were conftainly 

jefneihing the minds of the people with a 

juA; fenfe of the dodrines of the gofpel, a.nd 

>an that rcfpe6:^ were faid to be preachers of 

. it, when mofe who thus preached the gojpel^ 

U^^edof the go/pel', (that is, on the bounty of 

thofe to whom they preached) then^ thofe 

who entered into the miniftry, (that is, thofe 

. "who undertook to minifter to, and for a 

Cbriftian fociety in matters of religion) did 

it for no other end, but to be fubfervient to 

the gofpel, and the iaving mens fouls, and 

: ta this was their care and labours in the mi- 

: jpiftry dircded, as indeed then, they could 

BOt have any great worldly advantage in 

view. But, when wealth and power were 

coniidered as the property of the Clergy^ 

which by degrees came to be the cafe, 

ihc^^men went into the miniftry, not to 

^: purfue the great end which Chrifl: came into 

ii the world to profccute, viz. to fecure to 

men their future happinefs, but to anfwer 

:|h^ purpoifis of wealth, and power, and 

grandeur to themfelves, and to the obtain- 

.ring <^.thefe, was their care and diligence 

I; apd their induftry chiefly direded. So that 

;; /(hQ'tru^ gofpel of Jefus Chrift for the moft 

. p9f I be(^e negleBed and dijregarded^ any 

M 3 farther. 
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fattker, t&an, as it fetred to grace and cam- 
j^enance mens worldly defign$. I wottUi 
tiot by this be tinderftood to mcM, tfaat^M 
vtrko entered into die Cbriftian tniniftty, 
did it with tfaofe vicious views beforefmftd** 
tioaed ; but what i intend is, tliat as thjfi 
M^s Vi Bamrai coofequence of Chriftiati fe^ 
cieties being po&{}ed with weilth gnd 
fx>wer ^i Co it became too generaHy tbft 
caic. And, when (i^iergymen came to be 
fiver rewarded for the fervic« and Aitf 
they were appointed to perform, they then, 
generally became alwve that iervice lliey 
were rewarded for. And indeed^ diis h^s 
been too much the caiie in civU^ as well 
$s in religious afiairs ; the great rewardt 
which have been given to civU govcf* 
Bors, have been too apt to fet fome i of 
thofe governors, above the work and duty 
tbpy were rewarded for. But, Jet that 
be a$ it wiU, what I obferve is, that tJ» 
fpvcj? rewarding a Chriftian ^^iniftry, ren* 
ders it in a great measure ufelefs ; 9s it 
generally i^ thofe minifters abpvp tho 
worJc and duty they are rewarded fef^ 
And, 

The enlarging the revenues of the church, 

ilot only introduced a ujilefs^ but aWb tf 

juperfiums Clergy ^ At a fet of Clergymen, 

Wfep witfi irtefpsft tp their i^pes in Chri- 

. -^t^^i •.'.: Aim 



jftiait ibcieties^ have anfwered very little or 
iio good purpofe to the gofpel of Chrift^ 
or Ut^ ibuis of men, whatever pkufible 
pretences may have been made in their 
^vour. Thefe fuperfluous Clergymen, have 
j>een dignified and di{lingai(hed by p&m* 
pmis titles and 'veJimentSj which have feryed 
to ■ intrpdace a groundlefs. veneration and re^ 
R>e£t to their perfons, whilA their principaj 
Ibufinefs has been, to poflefs great reveQues^ 
to live in pomp and grandeur, ailuming and 
exercifiog dominion over their brethren, 
whom they have endeavoured to keep undet 
the power of ignorance and fuperftition, as 
it has been the ground and foundation of 
their wealth and fovereignty ; whofe power 
has been employed to the very great hurt 
and damage of Chriftian people, and has 
been highly injurious to the gofpel of Chrift^ 
And tho', this has been moil notorioufly the 
cafe in Popijh countries j yet notwithftand- 
ing th? reformationy fome of thofe fuper^ 
fluous dignified Clergymen maintain their 
ground amongft ProteftantSy at leaft with 
f eipeiSt to their pomp and pojfejpons. And, 

As the power and wealth of the Clergy 
incr^(^\ fo their thirji after more increafed 
with it; and tliis introduced /^/e^rj/^'/y of 
benefices^ or one man taking upon him the 
•care and charge of more thaa one Chriftian 
., ; M 4 ' fociety. 
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focicty, bccaufc the profits which arofe jfronf 
one, was not fufficicnt to gratify bis avan^ - 
tibus dcfircs. Tho' it muft be remembered;^ 
that when the Clergy took care to enlafj^" 
their revenues, by introducing pluraii^ d^'^ 
benefices, they took care at the tome not to' 
incredfe their own labours, but to deerekfe 
them, by the introduction oiz^fupernumerarf' 
Clergy. Thefe fapemumerary Qcrgymenj 
were fuch as had no Chriftian focieties' 
committed to their care, but only ierved w- 
journeymen to do the work for a fmall^ftipendi • 
whilft the appointed guardian of the ibcie^'- 
ties fouls, lived lazily and idlely upon the '^■ 
profits of it. And, this again inm>do06d 
that moft unfair pradtice of nm-rejiiincei^ 
which very much prevails at this day. A^^ 
prad'ice the moft unreafonable, as a man n« 
only takes the care and charge of the fouls ^ 
of a Chriftian fociety upon him, in order' 
to do bis beft towards fecuring to them* 
their future happinefsj but alfo receives a 
hahdfottle gratuity on that accmnt^ and is 
a fevsSifd for that very care and fervice ^ and; 
yet totttwithfhnding, he puts it oflF to am* 
tber^ to whom he pays a much lefe reward^ 
thari^wfeathe receives himfelf, and Ukesii6i'< 
farth^f thought noif care about them, liut 
whete they Jink <xt Jkvimy be fapejioc 
dafnniii ht mttteretli£riot. Ae if thejaj/ity^ 
V5-^ 'or 



world, was ^c^ a tnfling-^ii&Lt^^^i^^ 
defcrv0 bia moft iewufi^ ifeg^td ;<39B>.^^.u*C.* 
what waa ta be done iQ^-i}si6<f^^\eifi^fi%iiii ^ 
fiich Uttte coD&quene&ii that itrrmighti^, 
ibifted^ c^ from one- ta another^; and >flf>/it j 
be but done, then how^ ^r wbei^^ or.^y ; 
whom; it i» doncj it ma^tereth not /r/!r)*9r i 
by -the way^ it is^ to be> tememhefed, -itijut. 
neither :. the t hireUf^ nov -bfs primipaK ^^: 
often more, or longi^i ; or does iQ€»errfof 
the peo|Jc; than their fiaUd duty^ a^d th^ 
law obliges them ; and sfssy ofteri : nofc ; fo 
mudi. Yea^ fuch is the behaviour of fon^e^ 
Oergynien towards thdr pec^le, that ^y : 
do not come near them, from Sunday to 
Sunday^^ and then it is only haftily to. read 
over the church fervice, with a (hc^t leiS^iiy 
of inftruSion, and when that is- done^' the .; 
horfe ftands ready at the hatch, . and ^n^ies 
him off; and the people are left in th^ 
wilderneis x)f this world, like^^^ wi(hom^< t 
^:ft)epherd. \ hti6, tho'» this is not always { 
yet it i& too often the caie^ even amf)iOg;i)$,^ 
in a Profejlant country ^ and in ?l reformedr 
churchy a church, which (if fomc of our. 
Clergy do not tell God Almighty idk t/fks- 
in tktiirfrayers^) is the beji^ the moJir^(»rmed^ * 
the pur^i the m(^primiti^ and apefi^e^l:, 
of ansy church in the y^pjtli^x^^ ^d fiiirelyj^ vv^f; 
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xtAj well be doubted, whethcc the ttic 4i 
better in the Roman and Greek cb^ti^bos^ 
who have no juji pretence to the£^ Mg)) 
charaders« So that the Chriftian mioM^y 
has not turned to any great account^ y^ 
reiped to its being fubfervient towards ^ 
jiDfwering the true ends and purpoiqs of tM 
gofpel of Chrift, which is what it ciugbt^ 
and what it was intended to be fubfbrvient 
to. What I intend by all this, is to (hew 
my reader how it comes to pafs, that wh^o 
the gofpel has been received and profc^i 
it has not generally had its intended effe&i 
and that it is in part owing to that i^/^i 
miniftry which has too generally prevailed in 
the Chriftian world. 

To this I may add, that the poflefling tbt 
Clergy with wwdth and power, which ww 
firft introduced by mens great liberality in 
giving their goods both moveable and m* 
moveable to the church, this introduced not 
only a ufelefs, a fuperfluous, and a fuperf 
numerary, but alio an injurious miniftty, xx 
a miniftry which were direffly and immt-* 
diately highly injurious to the gofpel of 
Chrift, and to the fouls of men. | fhilL 
not here take notice of the numberkis evilt 
and mifehiefs, and the miferies which have 
been brought upon multitudes of our fpecici 
l>y their meaAs^ by^'tbeir wicked^ perfidious^ 
I • and 



^Mlknlthti for >»vtre All tlicfe to be tnmtd 
mfkSn rtodrd, (allowing me to uf^ the feflie 
%ire of j^ch, whieh St John ha^ ufed 
tSfycc ttie,) I liippofe the world it felf, 
^pfOuid not contain the bookft which might 
Ve written ; but this is befides my prefent 
|M»^fe. What I obftrve is, that the in- 
traducing of weakh and /^wwrr into Chriilian 
ibcieties, introduced with it a miniftry which 
<*«rfc dircSly and immediately bigify injuricus 
t6 the golpd of Chrift, and to the fouls of 
ttchl For as the Clergy were fet upon in*- 
tWafing their wealth and power at all ha- 
^sardis: fo they, in order to anfwer thofe 
purpofes, have introducedTJ'^A doSfrineSy and 
^h a mukittide of fuperfiitwus praSlices, 
fOyA a(fiin)ed to themfelves Jucb power^ as 
took away the perfwafive influence of the 
gofpel, and rendered it of none efieft. 
Thus, the Clergy claitned a difpenfif?^ pe^ 
nvety or a power to dijp^nje with mens duty 5 
and an indulging power ^ or a power to in*- 
duigi men in their vices ; and a pardoning 
power ^ or a power to pardon 2Sid forgive mens 
fins. So that by this means, the Clergy not 
<mly rolAed the people of their temporals 
to enrich themfelves, but alfo they fadly 
mijled them with regard to things Jpiritua/y 
%o the manifeft injury of the gofpel, and to 

the 



' tlii> ^i|)iparcnt hazard o£ their fouls.! Aod^as 
vthe Clergy carried the kmoi beawn-^^.tH^ 
giiDfllcs: fo tbis-igave them anjfpparhmky 
znd '^ firefence whoti they let vij fcr^m, 
or xz^tt pr^ended fo to do, for teoeii^uiigza 
bandjbme prejent for tht favour, whicbclbe 

•people were ready to make them^ v.-For^iif 
a man will pv%Jkin u^njkin^ otJkin<t^ 
Jktn^ and all that be hath to fave^, bU Uft-y 
then, what will he not give tofove hn^fiid^ 
when he apprehends it in danger.-. And, 
as the yi/^/y of mens fouls, was.foppofed to 
be thus in the hands of the Clergy r. .^fo/jof 
courfe the great care and concern of the 
people was, not fo much torcnder theoa- 
felves acceptable to God, by a right; fee- 
havicur, and by repentance and reformation 
of their evil ways, but to iecure to them- 
felves an intereft in their priejk^ . which 
might be done with an indulgence of their 
vicious inclinations j and tluis,\ the pcr- 

'■■ fwafive influence of the gofpel was loift up- 
ton thcni. - w 

3 ^o which I may fiirthcr add;, y that the 
■picked liws of many of the Clei^^ :have 

- bdcn highly injurious to the gofpel df Chrifl:, 
^nd to the fools of men. For, ^^-ekample 

'' generally influences mox^ ftrongfy than pre- 
cept^ and as^/^^examf^es are apt taiwork 
more ftrongly ^nd -perfwafively *ban good 

- ones; 
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4)riwt fo^thc bad examples of Qer^men 
iire*f^nf miichtevous and hurtful than any 
vodicrs. Ckrgymen are fuppofed to be well 
ficqaainted with their duty, and to have ^ 
awakened fenfe of it;' and therefore^ the 
'^{Jeopte are too apt to think they tnsiy /Mm 
•their-^example with/afety. So that, wkm 
'Glj5rgyAen go into iiny ^iVW praSices, tfi'c 
pi^mt foi&^ tbeniy and think they m^j.a 
^KitPt exceed thcni, without any apprehen- 
-<fic*h of 4^ger to thcmfclves. And (hus, 
'/thfe^ pcrfwafivc influence of the gofpe)^ i« 
■^weakened and deflxoyed. 
" 80 that, if it be confidered, what a bene 
cicimtehtim was introduced among Chri- 
ftian^; by the introduction of 'wealth and 
power into Chriftian focieties, and what 
Jhjfe and dehate^ quarrels and tumults haye 
^ followed upon it; and likewife, that it in- 
trbdiiced among Chriftians many ujelefs^ 
^^xxAJuperfluouSy ^xi^fupemumerary^ and above 
vlVmzny injurious Clergymen, or men who 
in a variety of ways have fubverted the 
true gojpel of Jefus Chrijl^ by weakening 
and taking off its perfwafivc influence, and 
rendering it of none eflfeft. I %, when 
^ all this is confidered, then, it will not appear 
ftrange, and my reader will fee how it 
comes to pafs, that with refpedk to.thofe 
' who have received and profefled. the gpfpel, 
2 it 
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it has not generally had ita propcf e%^ 
and infiocnce upon their mioda and liVea. 
Again. 

Seventhly, the making of infant C&ri- 
ftians, has been rcry injurious to^ the go^. 
of ChrifL For, aa by thk naeana Uvi* 
fUanity is become in a n^aonei bsrdiiat% 
defi:ending from parents ta their cbiUreaf 
ib for a man to be once a Cbdftiaiav. is fxx bei 
always a Chriftian, without his taking ttif 
farther thought or care about it Perfom 
in the prefent caie, ar^ made Chryftiawni 
\srhilfl they are under an incapacity; o£ 
knowing what Chriftianity is;: and^ con^^ 
fequently, are fuch independent of tbeit 
choice. And as their own judgoicnt o« 
practice was not the ground, or reajon of' 
their being Chriflians: fo toa too manjT 
have been apt to conclude that their qfitr 
conduSi makes no akeratbn in the caic* 
And accordingly, multitudes of pecibna have 
claimed the character of Cbnjlians]. and z% 
fiich prefume that they are inter ejied- ivtths^ 
promtfes of the gofpel, when they have had 
no other pretence to thefe^ but their bein^ 
made Chrijiians by baptifin in their dfaiH* 
hood. And as the pradice of making in^ 
fant Chriflians has. generally prevailed over 
the Chtiftian world, there having, been but 
few Chriflians comparatively for naany ^es 

who 



-^^^kemp^t^td agMDf: it: I9 the 'vti^i 
whieb hM been dooe to ^9 gofpel Ip^ tjb{» 
me«qi h»9 t^n li^ much the grMter. 
Awl, . 

M ^. fHW^ioe of oiakiqg infant Chri- 
iUftMib»»iiik«a placfi ^ th« inilikntions 
of Qitift l»v« liKWO pr^ituted to grace an4 
countenance it. And thwAnfa^Q^^ l^sive been 
.wa0i«d witJi, fr plwjgcd, mider wsatw, to 
xei^rtitnt^mJtl&ftmhif tp Cbrift j th^t i^, 
twir bdicf ia, wd ft*bm»fl5Qn to his gof|«l j 
vrha» daoj 'vv^r? not c^iu^ of knowing 
an> thing qS eithear. Ap<J thw lil^ wife tbf y 
hMne Jbew laadQ wpirtigJk^ of thot in^ittuion 
by which tb» iwen»Qry of Cb*ift's life and 
dcftth was tfitf^ded to be prer(»:ved aiv} k;«pt 
frefl) in the minds Qi ^ p^opl^; wbem 
they were imaptbl* of kftOwii»g that there 
ever was feeh ai person ag Cbrift in thp " 
world. This I ca« % prq^ft^iov o£ the in- 
flittitioas of Cbr^ l^cAVi^ ia tfi^h k u 
no \^ The inrftitutioQS of Chriift wer^ ijOb- 
tended to bo f^bfcrvi|eot t© th# gofpcl, Iqr 
awak^nieg fui^)^ r^i^^ioi^ vn tbK}(e th(^ 
uie tbcm> ^d th^Kby pcodncisg in tbcm 
iuitable aod proper a^i^ions and a^dions; 
and therefore to apply tbefe to fvi^ds m- 
capabk of iiich fefle^ftiouSi is tq ap^y them 
in £ich a way a$ that the end of thpft) mr 
ilituition$ cftoaoc pofBbiy "be. )9eAv<rred t^ 

them ; 
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them; and this lardy is a |)roftitii6oii i)f 
the inftitutions of Oirift. And, a» ^ 
perfwafive influence of the gofpel haf been 
very much weakened thereby \ fo from henoe 
my reader wiU like wife fee bow it ccmiesto 
pais, that where the gofpel has been received 
and pr(^efled, it has not generally had its 
proper efFeft. Again 

Eighthly, that which has been nuji ^ 
all injurious to the gofpel of Chrift, ¥*a8 
the blending together Cbrifiian and iA^ 
fbcieties and making them the £unc dw^. 
By this unnataral coalition, all the other 
ways by which the gofpel has been per- 
verted, have been as it were rattffel 
and confirmed. By this, the moft aMird 
do£b:ines, and the moft grofs fiiperftitioos 
have been efiabliflxdzxA perpetuated thrfxkj^ 
many generations, without any hope or 
profpedl of a reformation. By this, the 
profefiion of Chriftianity has been made 
principally fubfervient, not to ihtfiivingd 
mens fouls in another world, but to anfwer 
the purpofes of worldly policy in this. By 
this, the moft bloody and cruel perfecutiwa 
have been introduced among and pra6kiied 
by Chriftians, which has brought gveat 
fcandal upon Chriftianity, and is a r^>mach 
even to the Chriftian name. By this, Chri- 
'ftian fodeties have been conftituted of perfims 

of 



l^jiSixharaB§r%^ as well the moft opeqly 
^ fddous, ^prp&ne and profligate, as the (uore 
^,&bcx and virtuous; and hereby, Chridian 

- jCKiedes have been io far from recommending 
. jChriftianity to a general acceptance, that on 
<<)d)e contrary, the grofs prevarications^ and 

othff abominable pradices of Chriftians have 

rendered it odious and contemptible fp the 

; r^of mankind. And by this, a miniftry 

«.,|iais been ejlablijhed and impofed upon Chri* 

V -iiian fecieties, and whether thofe minifters 

, j^^ye preached the true go/pel of Jefus Cbriji^ 

/jCr whether they have preaoied fuch dodrines 

/:4tt tMid to Jiibvert it^ whether they have pro- 

V. Jfecuted the good and well being of the re- 

b ipcdive focieties committed to their care, or 

? '.whether they have been plagues and pejls to 

,: tbeoi, whether in their private charaders 

they have been an ornament or 2^fcandal to 

the Chriftian religion, I fay, let the cafe 

: jxave been how it would in thefe and many 

other refpcds, the people have been obliged 

,. to attend them^ and fit down under their 

: miniftry, it not being in their power to rc- 

drefe themfelves, except it were by ^ Jepa^ 

,rdtion from the eftabliflied religion, and that 

- has been too often attended with the mojl 
ilreadful £onfequences to them ; confequenccs 
lb dreadful, as has rendered Chrijlianityj, or 
mher what has been gajled by that namey 

N " ' 'the 



i82 Tie Itrue Gofpet of 

the moft terribk thing that ever tookjplf«« 
in the worlcL And as the Hettding^ together 
r/w/and Chrifiian focieties, by making tfcem 
the fame thing, (and which ought ever to 
have been kept diftiniS and fcparate,) %8 
been highly injurious to the gofpel of Gfer^, 
and as it has given Chriftianitv fuch a diad^ 
mmnd^ as is not likely to be nealed : fi> tiph 
vi\\\ {hew my reader how it comes. to pafe, 
that where the gofpel has been received and 
profefTed, it has not generally had its proper 
cfFedt and influence upon the minds and 
lives of men. Again 

Laftly I obfervc, that as man is a free 
being : fo it muft be in his power^ and be 
left to his choice whether he will behave well, 
or ill, notwithftanding the great tendency of 
the gofpel to difpofe and engage him to do 
what is right. And fuppofing when a man 
attends to what is offered in the golpel 5 he 
cannot avoid being convinced of the truth 
and reafonablenefs of it : yet ft ill he has it in 
hh power ^ and it is left to his choice whe- 
ther the gofpel fhall have its proper efie<3: 
upon his mind and life, or not. And as 
experience fhews, what influence appetite 
and paflion, bad example, vicious felt love, 
and the like has upon the actions of many 
men, by which they are led to do that 
which upon mature confideration their judg- 
ments 



ments would condemn: So this, together 
with what I have obferved above, will be 
fufficknt to (hew my reader how it tomea 
to pafi, that the gofpel of Chrift, tho* ex- 
cellently fuited to reform the world, and 
rightly to direft and govern the afFeftions 
and actions of men ; yet it has not generally 
had that effedt upon thole who have received 
find profefled it. 



.-o^ 



Hi ll »i i» ^ttmMtm 



N 2 S E C T. 



;yB4 lie 'True Go/pel of 



SECT. XVII. 



THUS I have gone through what I 
propofed, and have ftiewn what wa$ 
tjie great endy and the profejfed defign of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift's coming into the 
world, and of what he did, and fuffered, 
in it, from it and for it. I have likewife 
ihewn what were the means Chrift made 
ufe of in order to obtain the end propo- 
ied; and that thofe means are excellent^ 
fuited to anfwer that purpofe. I have alio 
ihewn what were^ and are fome of the prin- 
cipal ways by which that end has been dis- 
appoint^. And as in the doing of tliis, I 
mve had occafion to take notice of a variety 
of points : fo I could but touch upon many 
of them, becaufe otherways I muft have 
£un oi;|.t ^is tradt to a much greater length, 
3/ehich I chofe to avoid. 

To 



yefus Chrifi ajfefted. iSj 

To conclude the whole, I beg leave td 
recommend to my reader the ferious confi-^ 
dcvztion of z future judgment and retributim^ 
and if he is perfvraded there will be fuch a 
judgment, as I hope l7e is; that then, he 
would not barely entertain it as a Jpeculation 
which in point of argument he is capable 
of defending, but that he would pay fuch 
a ferious regard to it, as to make it a 
principle of adlion to himfelf; that is, that 
he would fo regard it, as to live fuitable to 
fuch a perfwafion, and as one that muffc 
give an account of himfelf to God. ^d 
fhat my reader may have a well-grounded 
perfwafion of the forementioned truth, I 
will lay before him the principles upoa 
which the certainty of a future judgment is 
founded, viz. Firjly that there is a Deity 
or governing mind, who as he made afi 
things exclufive of himfelf: fo he infoedta 
or takes cognizance of the adions of his 
creatures. Secondly^ that there is a natural 
and an eflential difference in things, and that 
one thing or adlion is preferable to another 
in nature. Thirdly^ the eflential dificrcncc 
in things and the preferablenefs of one 
thing or adion to another in nature, is 
the ground of the divine condudt, and the 
reafon why God chufes to aft one way ra- 
ther than another. Fourthly^ as God is 

N 3 prefent 
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pK&nt tO| and in^ and with all things^ and 
as he has no wrong or vitiated afFe^kions 
from within, nor any inticing temptations 
from without, to miilead him, either ia 
point of judgment or pra6tice : fo from 
hence it becomes certain, that he cannot err 
. in point of judgment, and that he %mll not 
in point of practice; that is, he cannot 
poflibly form a wrong judgment of things 
in any cafe, and he will always chufe to 
ad: right, or agreeably to that reaibn of 
aflion which refults from the eflential dif- 
ference, and the preferablcnefs of one thing 
to another in nature. Thefe I fay, are the 
principles upon which the certainty (*) of 
a future judgment is founded. 

I (hall not here take upon me to prove 
the feveral principles before laid dciwn, but 
only ihew my reader how the certainty of 
a foture judgment docs naturally refult from 
them. Man is a creature who is qualified 
to Sfcern the eflential difference, and the 
preferablcnefs of one thing or adion to an- 
other in nature, tho' in complex cafes he is 
liable to miftake. He is like wife ^ free 
being, who has power put into his hand, 
tho' fome more, fomc lefs, which renders 

him 

, (*} By ceruin^ is not meant mathematical, but moral 
Certainty, tvhich is all the certainty that the natoiv of the 
thing will admit io the ptefeik cafe* 



!iim cs^bk of contributing to the gapd 
m hurt J to the bappinefs or mifery of ma- 
ny of his fellow creatures, of being a blej^ 
Jhig ot A curje^ 2i ben^foBar or a plague to 
the intelligent world. And as man is juch 
^ being; who has it thus in his power^ and 
i* IB left to his choice, whether he will con- 
tribute to the general end of being, which 
is' a general bappinefs, or whether he will 
perverfely, and out of an exccffive and un- 
reafonabfe regard to himfelf contribute to 
the contrary, of which every man will be 
more or iefs one or the other: fo when he 
has thus aded his part in life, and is gone 
(iff the ftage of ad:ion, then, it is highly 
jit and reafonable^ it is perfectly juft and 
equals that the maker, diredtor, and gover- 
nour of the tiniverfe, (hould call him to aa 
account for his behaviour, and {hould fhew 
his favwr or his difpleafure to him, ac- 
cording as the merit or demerit of \m 
aiftion^ (hall render him worthy of either* 
And as God will always adk agreeably to 
that reafon of adtion, which refults iroia 
the efiential difference, and the preferable- 
nefa of one thing or a<ftion to another ia 
nature> and as there is an evident reafon &k 
a foture judgment, refulting from that diffe- 
rence : fo from hence it will unavoidably 
foHow, that God will moft ceruinly judge 

N 4 the 
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the world. And thus my reader, msff 
f^e, that the certainty of a future judgi^ 
ment and retribution is deduced^ plainly^ 
and evidently » from the forementioned prisk^ 
ciplcs. Thefe I think are the gnmuis^ and^ 
the ^)ti/)r grounds, upon which the certainty 
c^ a future judgment is founded. I know, 
that fome men roundly aiTert (and ieem .(o 
do it by way of infult upon the Deifis)^: 
that men can have no certainty of a -fadtust 
judgment, any otherway than from rnxla^ 
tion: but I beg thofe gentlemen carc&lly to 
examine the principles before laid down, and 
then, (hew the world wherein the defeSt.oi 
my reafoning lies. And 

As it is pretended men can have no cer- 
tainty of a future judgment but from nvt^ 
lation ; I therefore, crave leave to afk, mdfai 
certainty revelation affords in the prcfent 
cafe? And the anfwcr I prefumc wilt bcv 
tjiat God has declared therein that he will 
judge the world* And this leads me to enr 
quire, what certainty men have, that God 
V^ill tGi agreeably to fuch a declaration;? 
And here the common, and. indeed thfc 
only anfweris, that God is a God oi truth 
who cfinnoty that is to fay, who will mot 
lie nor dfceive. But then, the queflion.wiU 
ireturn^ what certainty have we that God 
•will not lie nof deceive ? And herc^ I thiuk^ 
w. . the 



tberanfwer ivili te, either, that lying and^ 
ideceiving* id> nvrMg and ^ ufifit in the g^nerat^ 
or^dfethat it isiom ^ prefint €a]e^ and 
that^iftii affords a proper eround <rf ccr^ 
tainiy, mthcr, that God will not* lie nor 
di^ceivt'in any cafi^ or elie that he wiU nct^ 
dor it at leaft in mt cafeheftme m ; and fronl 
Awr^it will follow, that God will raoft 
certainly judge the world, feeing he has de^^ 
claredth^l ht will do it. Now, whether 
wc confider lying and deceiving as wrong 
and u&fit in the general^ or wndther it be 
ib only in the prefent cafe, it cbmes to the 
fame with refpedt to this argument: be- 
caufe in both cafes it is fuppofed that ther6 
isrtn eflential difference in things, and that 
one thing or aftion is preferable to anoth«r 
in nature, and like wife that fuch difference 
is the ground or reafon why God chufefi td 
afik one-way rather than another ; why ht 
chufes to reveal the truth rather than A 
lie% either in the general, or in any parti- 
cakt cafe ; why he chufes to keep his pro^- 
mife rather than break it. And as this it 
the only ground of certainty with refpcd to 
the divine veracity ^ namely, we are fore 
that God will not lie nor deceive, becaufe 
lying and deceiving is *wrong and unfits ei- 
ther in the general^ or in any particular 
cafe referred to : fo this affords a like ground 

of 
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of cef taiDiy , that Gm/ will ju^ the vmfdf vra^ 
whether he his dedared that he will do it^ *^|x 
or not, bccanie k is right and ^ that iste !ita^ 
ihoold. :! i^ 

But fiuther, the certainty which reviki- pi* 
/im affords in the prcfent cafe, does ntt 
baiely rcfult from the divine Jeclaratitmi faitt 
from the grtmnJ or reajin of that dedaia* 
von, viz. the rigbtnefs and Junefi of the ix^ 
thing declared. For, were we to admk ;3e 
what is not to be admitted, vix. that there <r^ 
k no leaibn refiilting from the nature of i^ 
things for a future judgment ; then I . fif, I 'i- 
we could not be certain that there etef !d 
would be fuch a thing, even tho' God had | o 
declared that he would judgp the wecld> |c 
because if he may be fiippoii^ to ad: mth^ \ t 
out, or againft reajbn in one inftance (which 1 
would be the prejent cafe), then hc: tnay 
do it in a tboufand inftances ; if he, wttb- 
out, or againft reafbn declared that 1» 
would judge the world, then he might 
without, or againft reafon refufi to aiuk 
by fuch a declaration; and confecpioitly^ 
the divine declaration upon the preient 
fuppofition, would not afford fuch a ground 
of credit, as ought abjblutely to be relied 
upon ; and therefore, certainty could not 
poflibly rcfult from it. So that, if the ccr** 
tainty of a future judgment, could, not be 
2 difcovered 



dHcovered by rea/on; then much lefi could 
it be done by a divine revelation. And froni. 
what I have obfcrved, I think, it plainly 
appears, that revelation is fo far from car-» 
rying the evidence for a future judgment 
higher than reafon, that it rather borrw)s or 
dmves its own Jlrengtb from it. Indeed^ 
when a fecond evidence is added to a Jirft^ 
in witnefling to the fame truth, this may 
be laid to carry the evidence for that tmth 
higher pr farther^ than when either of thofa 
evidences flood fingle and alone, and in 
this fenie, revelation may be faid to carry 
the evidence for a future judgment higher 
or farther than reafon, as the divine tefti- 
mony, is added to the evidence arifing from 
reafon, and both join ifHie in witnefling to 
the fame truth. 

The reafon why I infifl: on this is, be^ 
caufe if what fome men complain of be trae, 
viz. that T>eifm and infidelity prevail^ then, 
there is an apparent necejfity for it. The 
evidence arifing from divine revelation, will 
be of little or no weight with perfons who 
doubt or dijbelieve itj and therefore, thoic 
perfons muft be dealt with fome other way^ 
They muft be Ihewn by arguments drawn 
from reafon and experience, that it is their 
'wifdomy their dutyy and their interejly both 
With rcfpe(^ to this worlds and that to come, 

to 
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i6 live good and virtuous lives. They nmft 
be made fenfible, tlfat they are accwnfable 
creatures, who are anfwerahU for their pre- 
fent behaviour to God, whether there be any 
foch thing as a divine revelation, or noti 
This I fay muft be done, if we would do 
the perfons here referred to any fervioe, thii 
being what the fuppofed prefent circumftan- 
ccs of things require ; and this is what one 
would think, every good man, who has a 
tender regard for the prefent and future well- 
being of mankind, would chufe to do. But 
inft^ of this, they are frequently told, that 
they can have no certainty of a fixture judg- 
ment and retribution but from revelation^ 
which is the fame as to fay, that they can 
have no certainty at alL And as to the 
perfons here referred to, who are fiippofed 
to diibelieve the divinity of the Chriftian 
revelation, it is the lame as to tell them, 
that they may give as great a loofe to their 
appetites and paffions as they pleaie, becaufe 
It cannot be made evident to tbem^ that they 
are accountable for their adlions. This is a 
fad ftate of the cafe, and yet it is what fome 
of our Chrijiian writers^ and Chrijiianity 
defenders infift on. And not only this, 
but other principles are advanced, which 
are fubverfive of religion and virtue, viz. 
that Jelf-interejl is the ground and foun- 
2 dation 
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dation of all obligation ; that there is no 
real difference in things, when confiderw 
ed aburadtedly from^ and independent of 
?iny divine determination concerning theni;r 
and the like. So that there is no principle 
in nature to reafon from, nor any foundation 
for argument, with refpeft to religion, and 
divine revelation. And thus "oirtue and re-* 
ligion^ are in danger of being plucked up by 
the roots. 
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PROFIDENCE. 



PROVIDENCE is ufually di- 
ilinguifhed into general and parti^^ 
cular. 
By a general providence I under^ 
ftand ^rj}^ that God, at the creation, put 
the natural world under the direction o£ 
certain Laws ; {*) and that ever lince he 
has cauied it to be pafiively fubjedt to 
thoie laws^ by which means he has made 

(*) The word Law as here applied to the natural 
world is not uCed in a proper but only in a figarativ«' 
(cafe. 

O aconftanjC 
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a conibint provifion for the animal part 
of the creation ; and which kind provi* 
Son ^ves it the denomination of provi- 
dence* Secondly^ God, at the creatic^, 
called into being various ipecies of animals 
to inhabit this globe, and placed in them 
appetites^ and paJJionSy and Jucb a degree of 
hitelligence as was fuitable to their ftate^ 
and fufficient to anfwer the purpoies <^ 
life to them ; which appetites, paflions, 
and degree of intelligence peculiar to each 
particular animal, cenfidered limply as an 
animal, was intended to be, both thcj^ng 
Vin6, ^privciple^ and the rule and meafure of 
adion to it ; and as fuch may be iaid to have 
been the law of its being. God has alfo, 
ever fince the creation, continued the various 
ipecies of aninaals by a conftant and proper 
produdtion ; aid has continued to them the 
&me appetites, paffions, and degree cf in- 
telligence as was originally given to each 
Jfoccies (with fome variation as to indivi- 
duals arifing from their different caufes in 
nature) ; by which means the original dej^n 
of the creation^ as to the animal part of it, 
has been conftantly and uniformly carried 
on. T^irdly^ God, at the creation, made 
man^ and made him to be the chief or prin-^ 
cipal inhabitant oi this globe ^ by placing in. 
him not only appetites, paflions, and a 
\,.^ . ^ degree 
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degree of intelligence which he had m cdm- 
mon with the reft of the animal world ; 
but alfo by placing in him the affedtion or 
benevolence^ to difpofe him to purfue thd* 
good of his fellow-creatures; and likewife by 
endowing him with fuch a fuperior principle 
of intelligence as conftituted him a tnorat 
agent -, that is, man was originally endowed 
with fuch a degree of intelligence as, when 
properly applied, rendered him capable of 
difcerning the natural and ejfential difference 
in things^ and the rule of adlion that refults 
from that difference, which rule, he, as a 
moral aaent, ought in reafon to have go- 
verned his behaviour by ; and as fuch it 
was to him the law of his being j God 
having put it into his power, and left it 
to his choice whether he would adt agreeably 
ivitby or contrary to this law s and this ccm- 
ftituted him an accountable creature. Or it 
may be expreffed thus, man was cwriginally 
endowed, not only with apipetites and paf» 
lions which were intended to be, (whea 
moved by otgedts from without,) motives tqr 
adtion to him ; and a principle of adtivity to 
be the immediate caufe of a^on in him 3 
but he was alfo endowed with Jiich a degrei 
of intelligence as, when properly applied, 
rendered him capable of difcernirig the cf- 
fential diflfcrcncc bctwi;tt rigbt aodr wrongs 

0*2 good 
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M0^ and evil in a moral fenfe^ (except ih dif- 
%niU and complex caib, in which he wa& 
liable to err, and to adt wrong in confe- 
quence of fuch error, and which his wife 
and kind creator was diipofed to make .all 
equitable allowances for) ; to which princi- 
ple of intelligence his appetites, paflionSi 
and aftive principle were intended to ht/nb' 
jeSedj it being qualified and conftituted to 
be be the judge whether, and how &r his 
appetites and paffions ought to be the ground 
and reafon ot adtion to him. Man being 
thus excellently conftituted he was well qua- 
lified, and thereby it became his duty to c(h 
operate with his makers by purfuing and car- 
rying on the general and primary end of 
ttit creation, viz. a common^ and a m<^ ex- 
ten^e good-, but ftill, as a free-being, it was 
left to his choice whether he would vinbi- 
oufly purfue that end, or vicioufly oppofc it; 
and by his choice, and fiibfequent benaviour 
in this reipedt he rendered himfelf the tror 
per obje^ of reward or punifhment m futu- 
/ rity. And as man was thus originally cpor 
ftituted, and thus endowed ; fo God by hyis 
general providence has continued the fpeci^ 
and has continued to them^ through all gene- 
rations, the fame capacities and endowments 
as were given to our Jirjl parents, (Jbmc 
iew individuals excepted, which exceptions, 
^ it 
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it may be fairly prcfumed, have had their 
caufes in nature, and were the pfodtice ctf 
the fame general providence); by which 
means the general ^nd primary end of the 
creation has been conftaritly^ and perpetually 
piirfued by the creator, ever fincc he calldtt 
this world into being; and it has likewife 
hccn n)irtuouJly purfued hy fome of our ipc-* 
ciesj and vicioujly oppcfed by others, as it 
liath been all along left to their choice to dp 
one, or the other ; whereby they have, by 
the law of their being, been rendered ac* 
tbuntable creatures, and the proper objeSis of 
xtward or punifliment in futurity, as they 
have rendered themfelves deferving of either. 
This, \ think, is moft apparently the trac 
ttate of the cafe, nptwithftanding what weak, 
or defigning, or ehthufiaftick perfons may 
have fiid to the contrary. And fuppofihg 
the account of the fall of man, (as it is 
called,} as related in the book of Geneiis be 
taken in a literal fenfe, it will not alter the 
cafe J becaufe qmx jirfi parents afted a n)ery 
'Ooeak pArt in the ftate that is ufually called 
their ftate oi perfeSiion^ tho', I think, it 
may as well be called their ftate of weaknefs 
and imperfedion, as their behaviour plain- 
ly (hewed. It is true, our ^i>^ parents w^ 
innocent when called into beinj^, as indeed, 
it could not have been otherwife, it being 
O '3 ImpoflSjlc 
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impodlible for them to have been blamAfo 

antecedent to their exiftence, or that thek 

beginning to be^ (in which they were wholly 

p^ve,) (hould make them {o. But tbec, 

this has been the cafe of all their pofterity. 

And tho' man when called into being was 

innocent 3 yet he was not only capable d 

dnd liable to contrad guilt to himfelf, bat it 

was 2l(6 great odds that he would do {o in 

Jbme inftances. Man is a compound aea- 

ture, made up of various appetites andpa& 

fions, which appetites and paflions when 

moved by object from without, become fo 

many excitements to aAion in him; and 

thofe excitements are capable of being greaU 

fy heightened^ by thofe circumftances that 

may attend the cafe. And tho' he is en.^ 

dowed with a principle of difcemment, by 

which he is in the general (palified to judgp 

when, and how far thofe excitements ou^ 

to be the ground and reafon of adtion to 

him ; yet, fometimes^ his appetites and paf- 

fions zx^fifuddenly affeBed as that he is hur* 

ried on to adlion before his attention is called 

in, and thus he is, fometijnes, betrayed into 

folly. And as this is the cafe of all our ipe^ 

cies 3 fo it is great odds but every one will ad 

wrong in feme inflance or other. And as 

< this wa^ the flate and condition of man, 

1 fiO^ the '^try be^ming^ gf hi? being, as in 
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&Si it has plainly appeared to be ; fb his ilate 
and condition muft have been perfeSlly knovm^ 
^tidjujify conjidered by his maker ; and there- 
fore we may be well affured that God Jr(m i 
the beginning was not difpo&d to be extreme - 
in marking every thing that he fhould fin4 
to be anxifs in his creature man in order 
to puniihment, but on the contrary he 
would make all equitable allowances for eve- 
ry difadvantage man fhould lie under from 
his conftitution, and his circumilances ia 
the world. For to fuppoie that God is the 
author of man's being, that he gave man 
that very conftitutim which rendered him 
not only liable but alfo likely to do ami& ia 
Jbme inftances ; and likewife to fuppofe that 
God from the beginning required and ext 
pedled that man (hould maintain his inno- 
ce/ice in every inflame or otherwife incur his ; 
bigheft difpleafure, this laft is a moft unreal i 
Jbnabky and therefore a groundlefs fuppofii* 
tion ; becaufe it fuppofes God to have re- 
quired from man, upon very fevere terms, 
what could not, (all things confidered,) 
have reajmably been expefted from hiqa, fec*^ 
ing it was great odds that the cafe would b* 
otherwife in ^iw inftances, as I have alrea?* 
dy obferved. If a man, in the general cour^ 
ofhisadlions, hthsives properly, andinthofc 
inftances in which, (by temptations tl^t 
O 4 furround 
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fiirrbafi^ hmi on every fide,) be ir draaikr 
away from his <)aty, he is fenfiUe 9fy vA 
jorrj for his miibehaviour, and makes his 
miicarriages a retfim to faimfidf {to /w^tdi 
agsiinft thofe temptations for time to cixn^- 
foch a man muft be approved in the .^fi^ht 
of God V becanfe hedoes^ (when all tb^i 
are taken into the cafe,) as wdl as oan^yisiiK^ 
finahly be expeded from him in his ciiCQOi*^ 
fiances. And this muft have been 2,:part'oi 
the fchcme of God's generalprovidence^ar 
tbe beginnings fuppofing him to be a righteon: 
and equitable governor of the intelligent and: 
moral world: i £iy, this muft have becn^ 
the cafe, notwithftanding all that oar fyftem: 
writers in divinity may have £iid to the oon-^ 
trary; becaufe were the cafe to have been 
otherwiie, God muft have a£ted 'nnworfby 
of himfelf, and unfiiitable to his moral pe0«? 
fedtions, which cannot have been the <t:gS^\ 
and therefore is not to be admitted; Itir^ 
likcwife true, cmjirft parents, when ialledf > 
into being, were in a ftate of maturity^ and i 
had the &11 exercife of their inteUeftual ik^^ 
cukies, and in this rcfpefi: they may. be £iidt^ 
to have been in a ftate of perfe^idn^-v/hkkA 
cannot he faid of their pofterity^ wcho'^UQCi 
^rji in a ftate of childhood: but in all otber^^ 
rcfpe<fta they feem-to have been very miich 
iipon a Imel^ abating tbe di&rence tliHit baa 
• * > ' arifcn 
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arifeik .from 'the different riiRcomfbhdbfiotfaatl 
hire attendbsd thexm We^t diifiDitey 4^i> 
pear t0>be^€ndowed withrdsey^ fiiduHier^ 
ami powers that onr j^r^\faxcmt^wcrc:^^ni^ 
dawra with j and they wpre liable; to be? 
mrfod, ' and were aftudfy fonby tia^rfame: 
twnptitions that we have been, tho'tthbiSr 
temptations may have l>eeD difJerentj: and' 
may have had a different influence, on ao\ 
count of the different circumflanccs that 
may have attended either. And as the hxx^ 
mam conftitution, in the general, has amti--' 
nsed the fame through all generations as at- 
the beginning ; fo its faculties have not only 
been r^^zi/? of being extended or contraSed^ 
or in other vfotdsjbarpned or blunted to fc- 
verai d^rees, but alfo this has been the caie 
in^jnSii that is, the human powers have 
been; extended in fome inftances, and con* 
tr^cfited ill others; which extenfion and con^^t 
tradtion may have befen: more^ or /j^ general^ 
aiid may: liave been of br^er^ or Jhortir du^ ' 
ration,, according to their difierent Cjemfisyot''^ 
occafimy thzt is, according to the dimrenti 
appBcadons of men» or the different arr»)n«:: 
^^acfx that may have attended, either^i;;^? 
dimdujds^ or the various cdlleSlions of man^r^ 
kind.: :.. ./■;:.• \. -.:.': i. n: ^:■l^ 

This has been the work and bufiiKiik of " 
Clod's general providence^ in which he ha|r 
- aftcd 
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aded the part, and fully (hewed himfetf to 
be the moft fkilfiil projedor, and the beft 
executor of the moft noble of all defigos, 
mz. a common and moft extenjhe good y by ia- 
trodudngyi^r/^ a conftitution of things as ha| 
anfuoered the intention in all its parts^ thro' 
all generations. This was fuch a conftku- 
tion of things as abundantly fhewed the 
great creator to be, what he muft needs be, 
viz. the beji of all beings. It is true, that 
the vitiated afiedtions of men have giyeii 
qccafion for a multitude of evils both na- 
tural and moral to have taken place in tl^ 
world ; but then it muft have been fuppo&d 
from the beginning that this ivould^ or. at 
leaft might be the cafe. For as man, accord- 
ing to his original conftitution, was made a 
free being, it muft have been left to his (^ 
tion whether he would bonejily life, or wick^ 
edly abufe the powers he was intrafl^d with, 
the confequences of which w?re the evil$ 
referred to. It is alfo true, that in the 
courfc of God's general providence abun-^ 
dance of natural evils have taken place, be-^ 
fide what have been introduced through the 
weaknefs and vitiated affections of men, as 
by (hipwracks, inundations, and the likei 
but then it muft likewife have been fuppofed 
from the beginning that thofe evils would; 
or at leaft might take place, as they would, 
a or 
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or might neceflariiy £bl(ow from the natural 

^ World's being conftantiy and uniformly fub- 

je^ed to thofe laws by which the ends of 

God's general providence were intended to be 

Perpetually carried on. And to fuppoie it 
ad been better that this world had nevo: 
been, than for it to have been under fuch 
circumftances ^ is the fame as to fuppoie it 
had been better that the art of navigation 
had never been difcovercd, than that being 
diicovered a few individuals ihould have be- 
come liifFerers by it. 

By a particular providence, I think, is 
meant a particular and fpecial interpofition of 
the Deityy in the produiSion, or prevention 
of fuch efFc(3:s upon this globe as are above, 
or befide the ordinary courfe of nature, or of 
thofe laws by which the world is governed^ 
in the courfe of God's general providence ; 
and th^efore could not have been produced, 
nor prevented by nature's flridt adherence to 
th<rfe laws. Thofe produdions and preven«* 
tions are the fame, (I think) as thofe that 
are called miraculous; and therefore may, 
with equal projH'iety, be called by the fanM 
name \ whether they are the produce of the 
immediate agency of God, or of any other 
invifible agent appointed by him for that 
purppfe. Again, 

A particular 
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A particular providence comes under a 
two-fold confideration, as it is confidered to 
be more or Ufs extehfive. Firjl^ by a parti- 
cular providence, fome perfons intend, thit 
God upon fbnie extraordinary occafions, and 
to anfwer great and good ends does imaie- 
'^iately interpofe, dnd by his power produce^ 
or caufe to be produced fuch tSt&.s as would 
not be produced in the courfe of his general 
providence; or by preventing fuch eTOdts as 
otherwife would be produced by the fetded 
laws of nature were they left to take their 
courfe. As thus, fuppofe a comet in it; re^ 
turn from the fun were to crofs the atriGfoil^ 
phere of our earth, and God, by an imm6* 
diate interpolition of his power, fliould turn 
it out of its natural courfe to prevent the teir^ 
rible deftrudlion that otherwife would be ^g 
efied: of it i this would be an inflance o£th$ 
particular and Jpecial providence of Gi)|$.r 
and fo in all like cafes in which, upon extra- 
ordinaiy occafions, and to anfwer (pait 
great and good ends the Deity in a p^rtV; 
cular iand fpecial manner interpofes by pr^ 
duclng or preventing fuch effe^s as $^ 
neceflary to anfwer thoie purpoies^ ana 
which would not have been product nipr 
prevented in the courfe of his general provt^' 
dence. Again 
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\Secondl^^^ by a particular providence, fome 
perfons intend, that God does not only 
upon fpine extraordinary occafions in a par- 
ticular and fpecial manner ihterpofe as 
afbrefaid, but alfo that he very frequently 
ajid almoft perpetua,Uy does fo in the at- 
fiifspf the world. Infomuch that a man 
caiihbt efcape any danger, efpecially if it be 
eprifirferable, nor partake of any cbnfider- 
4ble good, without the immediate and foe- 
q^l ' mt^pofition of the Deity. Neither 
can, a boy carelefsly clit the hair of his 
head, which clitting will occaiion the pul- 
Eifi^fome off in the combing, nor wanton- ; 
ly Kill a fparrow, without the immediate / 
and fpecial interpofition of God to lead : 
him to thofe adtions. So that in this vievfr ' 
of a particular providence, God is made a 
party not only in almoft all the good^ but 
alfb ui almoft all the evil aSiions that take 
ptace in. the world. And 

As a particular providence comes under 
tbe /^ forementioncd confiderationsj fo, I 
^hink; it is not the former, but only 
the latter of thefe that is controverted 
among Chriftians; or at leafl it is the latter 
of thefe only that admits of a difpute with 
regard to me. That God, upon fome ex- 
traordinary occafions, to anfwer fome great 
and good ends (hould immediately interpofe 
''■''' to 
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to bring about fuch events as are nece&rjr i 
to anfwer thofe purpoies, which evenn 
would not have been brought about in the 
courfe of his general providence is a iup* 
poiition that does not appear uoreaionaUc 
to me; and therefore I have no objediop 
againfl it But that God (hould be^/<*^ 
quently and almoil perpettially immedi^ray 
interpoiing as aforefaid, is a fuppofition that 
is greatly unlikely in itfelf, it is void of 
proof, and is grounded only on mere pro* 
ibmption, and therefore may juiUy be dif« . 
putoi. I have already obierved that God' 
; in the courie of his providenoe makes an^ 
: amjde provifion for tne inhabitants of dii» 
globe, and that by his continuing to go- 
vern the fevcral parts of the world by thofo 
fetded laws that he firji gave them, he 
continues to purfu6 the general and pri'^ 
mary end of creation, viz. a common and a' 
mofi extenfive good. I have alio obferved that 
the original conftitution of things has an<« 
fwered the creator's intention in all its partSt : 
through all generations, excepting in iuch 
inflances and cafes of which it mud have 
been fuppofed from the beginning that it 
^ would, or might be otherwife ; and confix* 
: qucndy this conftitution of things has not- 
flood in need of fuch perpetual patching- 
Vi^ mending as the ichemke of a particular; 

providenoe 
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providenoe that I have now under confi* 
dcntion fu^>poies. The whole frame of 
xutture» as under the diredion of God's 
general providence, vfhews abundantly the 
great benevolence, the wifdom and power 
of its author; whereas the icheme of a 
particular providence here referred to fup« 
poke him to have been greatly defeSiive in 
one, or other, or all of thefe. This fcheme 
of providence £ippofes the original confti- 
tution of things to have been fo badly 
put tc^ethcr as that it has required the 
cmftant and ^cial attendance of the Deity 
to new isegukte and amend it ever fince. 
This icheme of providence fuppofes God 
to have been doing by nature what fome 
men have been doing by religion^ namely, 
he has been continually turning it topjy^ 
turvy. God has been perpetually working . 
miracks to keep the £y£bem of nature in fole-- 
raUeGrdtv. He has been continually watch- 
ing here and there, and has been conilant- 
fy and immediatdy interpoiing to bring 
both ^/ and good upon his creatures. This 
b the repreientation that Jiwie men niake 
of the divine conduct; and thefe are the 
complements y if I may fo ipeak, they are 
coiulantLy paying their maker. But then 
this is all grounded on mere prejumption^ 
and i$ void of prot^^ as I have already ob« 
icrvcd. For As 
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As to thoie £ids that are confidered as | 
iminent and apparent inftances of God's i 
immediate and fpecial interpofiticm as afbre^ 
£ud, they (hew no iuch thing. Thus if s 
man was to pais by an houfe that by a 
natural decay was ready to drop, and that 
houfe was to fall immediately axber he had 
pafled by it, his efcaping that danger woidd 
be confidered as an eminent and plain in^ 
ftance of the particular and ipecial pro^ 
vidence of God; whereas, all thinra con- 
fidered, nothing lefs than a miracle m coo^ 
trouling the laws of nature, (either by 
haftening the fall of the houfe before its 
time, or by fome other way,) coald have 
brought that evil upon him which he is 
fuppofed miraculouily to hare efiaped. 
Again, tho' the wind at fometimes, and 
in fome parts of the world does freqoeotly 
and fuddenly fhift and change its quarter; 
yet if any great good or evil is immedialc- 
ly introduced thereby, this is confideitd 

, both as zxi eminent and an obvious inibsoe 
of the particular and fpecial proi^denoe of 
God. Thus in November 1688^ by the 
Jhifting and changing of the wind the Dmcb 
fleet (that brought over to England Ac 
then Prince of Orange^ our great Deliverer 
from popery and flavcry,) was happily pic- 

Jferved from the danger it was in, by 

. reaibn 
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, rtjaibn of the Englijh fleet that was then in'' " 
the purfuit of it; and this event has been 
confidered as an eminent and evident ih- 
fiance of the particular and Ipecial proyi-* 
dence of God, without any juft or foiid 
^ound to build fuch a prefumption upon. 
Por if it be fuppofed that the people of 
.• England at the revolution were better, and 
more worthy of the divine care and pro^ 
, ted:ion than the people of other countries^ 
and therefore God immediately interpofed 
_. in their favour, whilft the -people of other 
-. nations have been negledted by him when 
..in like dangers; or if it be fuppofed that 
^ Piotejftantifm is more precious in God's fight 
111 England, than in the neighbouring na- 
tions, (where many, many thoufand, mens 
lives have been facrificed for its lake, which 
iS what England has not had to boaft of,) 
and/therefore God immediately interpofed 
. .for its prefervation in England, whilft it 
. has been, in that refpedl, negledted by him 
.in other countries; I fay, if thefe fuppofi- 
^ tions arc admitted, the queftion then will 
.^be, what juji and folid grounds we have 
to build thofe prefumptions upon ? And the 
, anfwer, I think, is moft apparent, viz. that 
we have none at all; cfpecially if it be 
confidered that the event referred to might 
have been brought about, and for any thing 

P we 
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we know to the contrary was brought 
about in the courfe of God's general pr* 
vidcnce. The cafe is the lame with re-' 
: fpcft to att thofe events that have beea 
I brought ^bovLt hy fudden and ut^Qr^en ac- 
j cidents or circumftances that have preded«d 
\ them; thefe have been conAdered as ewSr 
ntnt and obvious inftances of the pardc^ 
and fpccial providence of God, whilft there 
h^ve been no juft nor folid grounds, lio boiki: 
fuch prefumptions upon. And, 

As the fafts that are uiualiy referred to 
in the preient cafe, do not in the ktaft 
prove what they are brought to vouch for; 
{o much lefs is the point proved by a»y 
thing which our Lord Jeiii^ Cbrift h^ 
faid touching this matter. I (hall not take 
notice of every text which may be urged 
in favour of fuch a particular providence; 
a^ is now under coniideration, but only of 
two difcourfes of our Lord upon which thft^ 
abettors of this dodrine feem chiefly to 
rely. Matthew vi, 25. to the end ot the 
chapter, therefore I fay unto you^ take m 
thought for your life^ what ye Jhall edty or\ 
what ye Jhall drink', nor yet for the bfldy^ 
what ye Jhall put on: is not the life more 
than -meat, and the body than raiment: Be^\ 
hold the fowh of the air: for they Jow not;, 
neither do they reap^ nor gather' int^ barns y 

"r 'y- ■ yet 
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ytiymr hastily Father pedith ihitH. Art ^i 
mt mch.h'ittet thah thiy? Whkb of y oil bf, 
faking thought san add dyie citbit unto hii. 
ftdttute. Artd ^y tdke ye thought fof rai^ 
Ment? Confider the KH'es of the Jeld, ho^ 
tbpgf(m$ thiy toil Mt^ neithir do they Jj^iiii 
jMd yet I fay unto fou^ that even Solomori 
hi all hit ghry^ was Mt af rayed like ofii 
^ thefe. Wherefore if God fo clothi thi graji 
^ the fields which to daf is^ and to fHor-^ 
T^tm is call into the oven\ Jhatl be not fttuch 
more clothe yot^^ O ye of Utile faith? Inhere-* 
fore fake no thought^ fapng^ what jhall we 
eatf or what fhall nj^e df^inkf or where--, 
wi(hal\ Jhall we be clothed f (for after, dlh 
theji things do the Gentiles' fiek) for yota^ 
kea^eniy Father knoweth that ye have need 
^ all thefe things. But feek ye firjl tloi 
kingdbfH' of God^ and hi'S righteoufnefs^ ahd 
all thefe things Jhall be ^ded Unto you.. 
^ake therefore no thought for the morrons) : . 
fhr the morf&w Jhall take thought for the 
things of itfelf^: fufficient unto the day is , 
the evil tbereif As' this- difcourfe Was' writ-*. 
ten- many years after it was fpoken by 
our Lord ; fo, probably, through- a defe&t . 
of memory in the HiJiorian^ what our Lgrii 
fold immediately before it, whidh intra- . 
duced iti and was n^ade the' ground or . 
reafon of it was forgotieh^ and^ therefor'e 

P" 2 was 
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was not related by him. This diicour^i 
as it now ftands in the hiftory, begins 
thus, therefore take no thought for jmr 
lifey &c. which words fuppofe fomcthing 
to have been faid before, to which they 
were related, and from which they follow 
as a confequence or conclufwn\ whereas the 
words that immediately precede them they 
have no connexion with, nor dependance 
upon. Verfe 24. No man can ferve tw 
majiers : for either he wilt hate the onCy 
and love the other -y or elfe he wiU hold to 
the oney and defpife the other. Te cannot 
ferve God and mammon. Therefore take no 
thought for your lifey &c. Here I obferve, 
that tho' a man cannot ferve God and 
Mammon; yet it does not follow that 
therefore he ought to take no thought for 
his life; the latter of thefe propofitions 
does not follow as a natural confequence, 
or as a juft conclufion from the former; 
and therefore, as I faid before, the Hifto- 
lian muft have dropped that part of our 
Lord's difcourfe which immediately pre- 
ceded the difcourfe I now refer to, and 
which was made the ground or reafon of 
it. However, the defign of this difcourfe 
of our Lord, (imperfeSlly related by the 
Hiftorian,) appears pkinly to be this, viz. 
to warn his difciples and followers againft 
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an anxious and needlefs care and foUdtude 
for the things of this life, when no goo4 
purpofe can be anfwered by it. This is, 
an inftance of the weaknefs and folly which 
too too often takes place among men, by 
which they increafe and multiply troubles 
to themfelves. It is true, that many natu- 
ral evils take place, as they are the refult 
of the prefent conftitution of things, man 
being fo conftituted as that he cannot par- 
take of pleafure without being liable to 
pain. But then, a wife man will take 
care not to multiply thofe evils, nor trou- 
ble and perplex his mind about what may 
never happen ; he will be no farther foli- 
citous about the things of this life, than as 
that folicitude is neccflary towards the at- 
taining the conveniencies and comforts of 
it 5 and this is that wifdom which our Lord 
here advifed his difciples and followers to 
make thcmfelves mafters of. ^ 

Verfe 2C. T'ake no thought for your life^ 
what ye jhall eat, or what ye Jhall drink ; 
nor yet for the body, what ye Jhall put gn : 
is not the life more than meat^ and the body 
than raiment. In this verfe are twoxSxxxx^ 
to be confidered. Firft, the advice and 
counfel given by our Lord: Secondly y the 
argument he ufed to render that advice ef- 
ficacious upon the minds of the people. 

P3 ne 
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The advice is exprc&d ia Jthefe words, 
take no thought for yotfr lif^^ wbi^ ye Jhall 
eat^ or what ye Jhall drink', nor yet /(ir 
the body, what ye Jhall put m. The ar- 
gument ufed to b^ck .this advicp is cxprcf- 
fed in the following words, is mt the lif^ 
more than meaty and the body than raiment, 
Firft, as to the advice, ijt i% to be obfe;ryed, 
that thofc words take no thought for your 
life are not to be pnderflood in their ttt- 
tnojl latitude^ but are to be Ijo^itcd and 
confined to all anxious an4 unnecejfkry 
thoughtfulnefs for the thipgs qf this life. 
Man is a creature who depends, not only 
upon the bountiful hand of providence wr 
his fubfiftence; but alfp jie depends upon 
his own application and induury for the 
partaking of thofe beneftis that God in the 
courfe of his providence ha$ prepared fof 
him. So that it is fo far from being 
blameable in a m^n to ta^e all proper and 
jieceflary thought and care for the things 
of this life, that op thp contr^^ry it is his 
duty fo to do. put then, this thought an4 
care is not to be extended beyond its pror^ 
per hounds J it muil l?^d ji man to p^ow 
and fpw, that is, to make uip of all pror 
per means for the propuring the comfor^s» 
and guarding agginft the pvils of li^; i^4 
wlien that js done there b? pjwft ftopi he 

muft 
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hitiff iibt ne^dlefsly pcrde* arid '^Iftrcfe his 
mind about futurity^ about what Muyl' or 
iWtfy OT/ happet), abbut evils that are ,wht3- 
ly out of his power cither to preVeht, dr 
remedy; he muft do his own' duty, airf 
leave the event to providence, it is^'Gckl 
that muft give the increafe. Thfc tfioiight- 
fiilnefs therefore that is here prohibitei^^ is 
not fuch as is neceflary towards the pro- 
curing the conveniences and comforts df 
life; but it is fiich an urineceflary and ati- 
xious thought and care for the/thihgs of 
this world as anfwers no good end, but 
is in itfelf a fore evil. Having confidefeid 
the advice, I come fecondJy^ to tafce notic^ 
of the argument ufed by our Lord to tendc^: 
that advice efficacious upon the minds' of 
his people. Is not the life more than me'ai^ 
and the body than raiment. Which is thp 
iame as if he had faid, hath God in the 
courfe of his providence given life and be- 
ing to ds, hath he given us bodies naturally 
expofed to want and neceflity, and will h* 
not in the courle of his providence ptos^ 
vide whatever is neceflary for the fuppbrt 
of both ? yes furely. All unneceflary thoughti 
fulnefs for the things of this life is Acre* 
fore blameabky and ought to be dvcMed^ al 
it refledls great diftionour upon die cpttimoil 
parent of mankind, 
- ' P4 Verfc 
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Vcrfc 26. Behold the fowls of the air: 
for they fow not^ neither do they reap^ nor 
gather into barns y yet your heavenly Father 
feedeth them. Are ye not much better than 
they. In this verfe our Lord purfucs the 
argument mentioned in the preceding verfe, 
by appealing to experience and common 
obfervation for the proof of it. Behold the 
forwls of the air which are free from all 
thought and concern for futurity, and there- 
fore make no provifion for its they neir 
ther fow, nor reap, nor gather into barns; 
»nd yet God in the courfe of his provi*. 
dcnce makes provifion for them; and will 
he not much more do fo for you, who 
not only are to ufe your own induftry, but 
alfo are intended to ad a better part, and 
%o anfwer a more noble dcfign in the crea^ 
tion than they? And the anfwer to this 
queftion is here fuppofed and implied, "tAZ, 
(hat he moft certainly will. 

Verfe 27. Which of you by taking thought 
fan add one cubit to his Jiature. Our Lord 
here ufe$ another argument to back and in^ 
force the advice that he had before given, 
by obferying that the thoughtfulnefs ho 
condemned was fmitlefs ^nd vain, that it 
gnfwcred no good purpofe, that it make§ no 
pilteration in the cafe to which it is applied, 
l>Ut \m%^ ^ings juft ^ it M9 thepis an4 . 

th^r^fpre 
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therefore fuch thoughtfulnefs ought to be 
difcarded ; which of you by taking thought 
can add one cubit unto his ftature. 

Verfes 28, 29, 30. And why take ye 
thought for raiment? confider the lilies of 
the fieldy how they grow i they toil not^ nei^ 
ther do they fpin. And yet I fay unto you^ 
that even Solomon in all his glory, was not 
arrayed like one of thefe. Wherefore if God 
fo clothe *the grafs of the field, which to day 
is, and to morrow is caji into the oven, 
Jhall he not much -more clothe you, O ye of 
little faith f Our Lord in thefe verfes re- 
^flumes the argument he had before ufed, 
taken from the Divine providence, to dit- 
fwade his followers from that unnecef&ry 
thoughtfulnefs he condemned ; and as he 
had before applied it to the cafe of food i 
fo he here applies it to that of raiment. 
And why take ye thought for raiment ? 
confider thofe inanimate creatures the lilies * 
of the field, that contribute nothing to- 
wards the continuation, or the ornament o£ 
their being; they grow, tho' they neither 
toil, nor fpin 5 and yet (hew forth more 
real beauty than Solomon in all his glory 
pould do. Wherefore if God, in the courfc 
of his providence, fo clothes the lilies of 
the field, that are to anfwer an inferior 
furfofe^ and that ^rc to coptinuc as it were 

but 
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bat for tL dayy (hdli he not mueh mtiet 
do die fiime by his eneature tnan^ whcMih 
he hath defigned to atifwer ft much n^kr 
end in the treMtion^ ftdd to have a much 
bnger continuance in it than they ? And 
the anfwer to this queftion is alfo here 
fuppofed and implied, viz. that he nroft 
affurcdly will. 

Vcries 31, 32, 3^. Threfare faki m 
tbm^hty fayingy what jhall wi eat ? or what 
Jhall njoe drink? or nvberewitbal JhatJ nve bt 
chthed ? (for after all thefe thingi do the 
Gentiles feek) for your beavenlv Father kfmt^ 
eth that ye have need of all thefe thingi. 
But feek ye firfi the kingdom of God^ and 
his righteoujkefs^ and all thefe things fhaH 
be added unto you. In thefe verfes our Lord 
repeats the advice he had before given his 
difciples againft all unneceiiary and an^ 
xious thoughtfulnefs and care for the things 
of this life, and to render that advice eft 
ficacious he ferther obferves, that thef things 
of this world are not the principal^ mudi 
kfs the only obje^s of man's care, that God 
is to be confidered not only as the com^ 
mon parenty but alfo as the govemour of 
the intelligent and moral world, who wiD 
call man to an account for his prefent be-« 
haviour, and deal with him according to 
his deeds whether they be good or c^ i 

that 
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t^^ ^rt^eije^p m%n*s chief concern and nc- 
g^d fiiwiil h^y oot wbat he (hall eat, and 
«yj[)at ibe iMl firliU^} s^od wlienewithal he 
fl^l jt>e (dodned (tike tholb inattentiTt 
CiCOtUes who Qonfider this worid as their 
all) 5 bi^t tp approve himfelf to God in well 
doing, by putiing on fach a temper of 
mind, and Tuch a behaviour as will render 
bio) th^ fuUable and {»'oper otge£t of di* 
viae favour ; and when he has done this, 
^nd Ukcwife hfi$ iifed his own induflry to* 
W^rds the ^pport and continuation of his 
being, then a$ God knows the wants and 
necfffities he is liable to. To he has, and will 
in (he courfe of his providence make a 
flentijul provijhn for their fupply ; and 
this nas generally been the cafe in fadt. 

Verie 34. I'ake therefore no thought for 
the morrow : for the morrow Jhall take thought 
for the things of itfelf: fufficient unto the 
4fiy is the evil thereof In this vcrfe our 
tiord again repeats, and therewith concludes 
the advice he had before given againft all 
vnnecefl&ry thoughtfulnefs and concern for 
the things of this life; and in order to 
render this advice fuccelsful he farther ob* 
ferves, that all our care and concern for the 
morrow will not kjfen to-morrow's burthen, 
that the morrow will unavoidably bring its 
Gwn cares and troubles notwithflanding all 

our 
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cur tboughtfulnefs about it to day ; arid that 
therefore it muft be great folly and md* 
nefs in us to load the prefent day with the 
cares and troubles that belong to the mor- 
row, feeing every day brings with it a bar- 
then of cares fufficient for itfclf j fufficient 
unto the day is the evil thereof. 

In this difcourfe the principal argument 
ufed by our Lord to diiTwade his di£u« 
pies and followers from all anxious and 
unnecei&ry tboughtfulnefs about the affiurB 
of this life, is that God, in the courfe of 
his povidence, baSy and will take care c£ 
all thefe things. And the queflion ariiifig 
from hence is what that providence is which 
our Lord here refers to, whether it be the 
general providence of God, or whether k 
be an immediate and Jpecial interpofition of 
the Deity. And the anfwer is liiofl ^pa^ 
rent, viz. that God feeds the fowls of the 
air, and clothes the grafs of the field,* not 
by an immediate and fpecial interpofitioA 
of his power, but by his general provi- 
dence ; by which general providence he alfo 
takes care of man^ and confequently that 
the providence here referred to by our Lord, 
was not any particular and fjpiecial interpo- 
fition of the Deity, but only the general pro- 
vidence of God, Again, 

..The 
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The other difcourfe of our Lord which 
the abettors of the forementioned dodtrine of 
a particular providence appeal to as a full 
proof oi their pointy is contained in the loth 
chapter of St Matthew's Gofpel, and more 
particularly verfes 29, 30, 31. Are not two 
fparrows fold for a farthing ? and one of therri 
Jball not fall on the grouwi without your fa^ , 
ther. But the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. Fear ye not therefore^ ye are of 
more value than many fparrows. In this 
chapter we have an account that after our 
Lord had called unto him his twelve Diici* 
pics, and had given them power over un- 
clean fpirits to cafl: them out, and to heal all 
manner of ficknefs and difeafes among the 
people, he fent them forth to preach in the 
cities of Ifrael. And, (fay the abettors of 
the aforeiaid do£trine) for the Difciples com- 
fort and encouragement in this work, our 
Lord in thcfc verfes afliired them that God 
would take them under his immediate care 
and proteSliony that his particular providence 
fhould watch over them and direft their af- 
fairs, even in the moft minute circumftances: 
fo that nothing (hould befal them whether 
good or w/7 without the particular and fpe- 
cial providence of God. That as zfparrow 
could not fall to the ground without the im- 
mediate diredtion of God's providence, and 
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as the hairs of mens heads are dl numh'iJii 
fi> much leis would any thing whether" gsd 
or evU befal thefe his* Dilcipfes ia the dif-*^ 
charge of their duty withpat the fmftkuk^ 
^sAhetid interpofition of the Deity. lflii» 
is the fenfi that fome men put upon thefiir 
words of our Lord^ and this is in* part tfaft 
fjoundatim upon which their dodbrino of a^ 
particular providence is built. Whereas ouir. 
Lord in this difcourfe is fo far firom* leading, 
hii Difciples into a retiance upon* the par^ 
ticular znd Jpecial interpoiition of the E>eity 
in their favour in the exerci& of their mini^ 
firy^ (excepting in* one cafe only» vi^ what 
they (hould anfwer when they iiiould be 
called before governors- and kings for hi« 
fake,) that on the contrary he ieems to put- 
a iar to it, by obferving.to them, that cvccf 
thing would ht left ta &tke ks courfs. That 
as they would have to do with tmrecdimd^ 
TMen^, {o they muH exped: unredfimahie ttfog^ 
from them;, the confequencer of which/ 
would be that they would be brou^t before 
governors and kings for his fake, that they 
would be perfecuted from cityi to ckyx,. amd"^ 
that they would be expoied' to/uffering and) 
(death, without giving them the lea^ hint 
that providence vmuld be engaged either in:* 
preventing or removing thofe evils* That- 
thejE were not to exj^ hetter ufage from 

the 
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tb« world than he had^ and {hoidd meet 
lyith from it That they QUght ta go on 
and fetjkverc in the work and bufineia he 
had caH^d tben;i to^ and cmra^toufiy, bear tha 
burthen that (hould be laid upon them on. 
4CXX)unt of it, and not draw hack in the dijf- 
charge of fo weighty a truii And that they 
muA not 'oaitdy expeSi that God would be, 
working miracles in their ^Qur s but oa 
the contrary they mu& uie their own care 
and endeavour to guard ag^inA thoie evils, 
that the faithful difpharge of their duty 
might expofc them to. 

Thus verfe i6. Behold^ I find you forth as^ 
Jbeep in the nudfi of wolves.: h y^ therefore, 
wife asferpents^ and harmkfi as doves. As. 
Chrift's Difciples were to putt oa A^ ^^^^^^ 
cency of the dove^ that fo they might not ba 
injurious nor hurtfiil to otbcra: fo they were 
to exercife the wifdon^ of i^^ferpe»ty in otdec 
to goard againft the eviU they n^^ight fu&r 
from them. Vepfes, 17, i&. B^ beware <f.^ 
men^ for they will deliver you, up to the counr ■ 
cilsy and they wiitfcourge you m the fynagngues^ 
Andyejhall be brought before gfivemors and 
kings for my fake. Verfes 21, 22^ 23, And, 
the brother jhall deliver up the brpther ft , 
deathy and the father the child: andthechii^ 
dren Jhall rife up againji their parent ^^ and. 
Jhall caufethem tJO.be Put to Jeath. And ytt 

Jhall 
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Jhatt be bated of all men for my name fak. 
— But nx>ben they perjecute ymi in this «- 
/f, flee ye into another. Vcrfcs 24, 25. ?& 
dtfciple is not above his mafter^ nor the pt^ 
vant above his lord : it is enough for the 
difciple thai he be as his mafter^ an4 the fit'- 
vant as his hrd: if they have caUed tie 
mafter of the houfe Belzebub, how much more 
/ball they call them of his houjhold? Herd 
we fee mat as our Lord informed his Difci- 
pics what fore evils were likely to hdal 
them, in the cxercife of their miniftry : ip 
he charged them to ufe their own endeavours 
to guard againft thofe evils, but does not 
give any intimation that the particular and 
fpecial providence of God would be con-> 
cemed eithbr in their prevention or removal. 
And 

Tho' our Lord endeavoured to comfort and 
encourage his Diiciples in the work and bu- 
finefs he was going to employ them in ; 
yet that confolation and encouragement was 
to arife, not from any promife of the particu- 
lar and fpecial providence of God to attend 
them in this worlds but from that great re^ 
compence of reward that would moft certainly 
follow them in the next. Verfes 26, 27. 
Fear them not therefore : for there is nothing 
covered that jhall not be revealed-^ and bid 
tbatjhall mt be kwwn* What I tell you in 

darknefs^ 
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iarkhefi^ that /peak ye in light ; and what ye 
hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the houfe 
tops. Which is the Ctme as if he had iaidj 
Tho' you will have many enemies^ and tho* 
their miichievous defigns will fometimes be 
carried on with the utmoji fecrecy againft you j 
yet fear them not, becaufe there is nothing 
fo fecret but what is perfedly well known 
to God^ who as he will in due time render* 
to fuch your enemies the due reward of their 
evil deeds, fo he will abundantly recompenfi 
your faithful fervice. Go on therefore in 
the diicharge of your duty, and deliver pub-- 
lickly and plainly to the world, what I have^ 
and (hall deliver unto you. Verfe 28. And 
fear not them which kill the body^ but are not 
able to kill the foul \ but rather fear him which 
is able to dejiroy (or make miferable) both foul 
and body in helli and coniequently is alfo 
able to make both foul and body happy in 
heaven* Verfes 29, 30, 31. Are not two 
fparroiws fild for a farthing ? and one of them 
Jhall not fall to the ground without your Fa^ 
ther. But the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. Fear ye ?iot therefore, ye are of 
more value than many fpar rows. As much 
as if our Lord had faid, Jparrows are of lit- 
tle value, feeing two of them are fold for a 
farthing, and the hairs of a man's head arc 
lefs valuable i and yet thefe^ little as they are^ 

Q^ come 
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come within the Divine notice and infoec- 
tion s there is not any thing that can befal 
them, but what is clearly perceived, and 
fully known to God. Fear ye not therefore, 
for as ye are of much greater value and con- 
cern in the creation than fparrows : fo you 
may be well afliired there is not any thing 
that you can doy ox tuff er in the difcharge 
of your duty, but will be regifiered in God's 
book, and will be kindly remembered to your 
advantage. Yodr good works and Jifferings 
will not only be known and obferved by 
your maker ; but alfo will be amply reward- 
ed hy him. Verfe 32. and fo on to the end 
of the chapter. Whojbever therefore Jhall con- 
fefs me before men^ him will I confefs alfo be- 
fore my Father which is in heaven. But who- 
foever Jhall deny me before men^ him will I 
alfo deny before my Father which is in heaven, 
vhink not that I am come to fend peace on 
earth : I came not to fend peace ^ but a fwori. 
For I am come to fet a man at variance 
ngainjl his father ^ and the daughter agdinji 
her mother y and the daughter in law agairijl 
her mother in law. Am a mans foes Jhall be 
they of his own houjhold. He that lovetb fa- 
ther or mother more than me^ is not worthy of 
me: and he that loveth fon or daughter more 
than me^ is not worthy of me. And he that 
taketb not bis crofs^ andfolloweth after me^ is 
-' not 
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not worthy of me. He that. findeth his life 
fhall lofe it: and he that lofeth bis life for my 
fake fhall find it. He that receiveib yoUy re^ 
ceiveth me j and he that receiveth me^ receive- 
eth him tbatfent me. He that receiveth a 
prophet y in the name of a prophet^ fhall receive 
a prophets reward y and he that receiveth a 
righteous man^ in the name of a righteous 
man^ fhall receive a righteous mans reward. 
And wbojbever pall give to drink unto one of 
thefe little ones, a cup of cold water only, in 
the name of a difciple, verily I fay unto you^ 
be fhall in no wife lofe his reward. 

Here we fee, that the encouragement and 
corfolation that Chrift's Difciples were to 
draw to themfelves from his difcourfe was 
to arifc, not from any promife of the parti- 
cular and fpecial providence of God to at- 
tend them in this world*, but only from that 
great recompenfe of reward which would moft 
afliiredly follow them in the next. Their 
comfort and encouragement was to arife, 
firom their being afTured that their labours 
zndi fufferings fliould not be iq vain in the 
Lord; this was to encourage them in the 
faithful difcharge of their duty, and this 
was to comfort them and bear them up under 
all the afHidtions and fufierings that the ex^ 
ercife of their miniftry might expofe them 
to. And^ 
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As the doftrine of a particular providence 
that is here referred to, is not taught by out 
XiOrd in cither of the difcourfes beforcmo^^ 
tioned : fo much lefs is it taught in any 
other part of the hiftory of his life and mi- 
niftry. Chiift has not in any of his dif- 
courfes laid a foundation for any fuch doc- 
trine to be built upon ; and therefore, I fay 
03 abpve, that this doftrine is grounded on 
mere prcfumption, and ii void of proof. 
But then, by a particular providence, I 
do not intend that God upon fome extra- 
ordinary cccafions and to anfwer fome great 
and good ends immediately interpofes and 
by his power produces, or caufes to be pro* 
duced luch cfFcds as would not be produ* 
ced in the courfe of his general proviaencc j 
or by preventing fuch effects as otherwife 
would be produced by the fettled laws of 
nature were they left to take their courfe \ 
this is fuch a particular providence as I have 
no objection againft, and therefore have not 
oppofed. But by a particular providence, I 
piean, that God does not only upon fome 
extraordinary occafions and to anfwer fome 
great and good ends immediately inters 
pofe as aforcfaid; but alio that he very 
frequently and almofl perpetually docs w 
in the aSairs of thf v^orl^j this is the 
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do^ne of a particular providence that 
J oppofe^ and of which 1 fay, that it ii 
grounded only on mere [»'efumption, and 
IS void of proo£ " 
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I« A Difcourfe concerning nafift^ with regarj (o 
religim and dhint reveiation. Wherein is 
(hewn. That reafon either ix, or that it 
ought U hf a fuffictent guidt in mattirs if 
TtUgioH. Occafioned by the Lord Bifhop of Loniiiti 
ficond paftoral letter. To which are added. Some re* 
flcdions' upon the cimparativi txcilUnty and ufefidn^t 
of moral and poJHive duties. Occafioned by die coih 
troverfy that has arifen (with refpe£l to this fubjed) up* 
en the publication of Dr Clarkis expofition of the churdi 
catechifin. The fecond edition* Price is. 

II. An enquirv concerning the grounds and nafini^ 
or what thofe principles are, upon which two of our an- 
niverfary folemnities are founded, vi%. that on the 30th 
of Januaryy being the day of the martyrdom of King 
Charles the Firft, appointed to be kept as a day <? 
fajling ; and that on the 5 th of November y being the 
day of our deliverance from popery and flavery, by 
the happy arrival of his late Majefty King William the 
Third, appointed to be kept as a day of thankf^wwg. 
To which is added. The fufficiency of reafon in mat- 
ters of reh'gion, farther confidered. Wherein is fhewn^ 
that reafon^ when carefully ufed and followed, js to 
every man, who is anfwerable to God for bis aiSionsi 
under any or all the moft difadvantageous circumftances 
he can poffibly ^1 into, whether he refides in China^ 
or at the Cape of Good HopOj a fufficient guide in mtf/- 
iers of religion i that is, it is fufficient to guide him 
to God's favour, and the happinefs of another world, 
price I /. 

III. Four Tra£b, viz. Firjt^ An enquiry concern- 
ing the books of the Now Tcfiament^ whether thqr were 
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written by divine infpiration^ &c. Second^ Remktkt 
on Britannicus*s letter, publifhed in the London ymtrnah 
of the 4th and i ith of April 1724 ; and repubtiibed in 
the yournals of the 5th and 12th oi April 1729 ; con- 
taining an argument drawn from the Jingle fa^ of 
ChriJPs refurre£fionj to prove the. divinity of \mmiJlionm 
Wherein is (hewn, that Britannicus*s argument does 
iy>t anfwer the purpofe for which it was intended. And 
in which is likewife (hewn, what was the great and 
main end that the refurredion of Cbri/l was intended to 
be fubfervient to, viz. not to prove the divinity of bis 
niiiEon, but to gathertogether his difciples, to com- 
miffion, and qualify, and (end them forth to preach 
his gofpel to all nations. 7 bird. The cafe of Abraham^ 
with refped to his being commanded by. God to offer 
his fon Ifaac in facrifice, farther confidered : in anfwer 
10 Mr Stone*% remarks. In a letter to the Rev. Mr Stone. 
Fourth, The equity and reafonablenefs of a future judgment 
and retribution exemplified ; or, a difcourfe on the pa- 
rable of the unmerciful fervant ; as it is related ia 
Matth. xviii. from verfe 23, to the end of the chapter., 
Price 2j. . 

IV. Someobfervations oiFered to publick ooniideration* 
Occafioned by the oppofition made to Dr RundU% 
election to the fee of Gloucefier. In which tbt 
credit of the hiftory of the Old Tejlament is particularly 
confidered. To which are added, three Trafts, vi%. 
I. An anfwer to Mr &tm^% fecond remarks on the cafe 
of Abraham, with regard to his being commanded by 
God to offer up his fon Ifaac in facrifice. In a fecond 
letter to the Rev. Mr Stone, M. A. and fellow of the 
learned fociety of Wadham-College in Oxford. 11. A 
difcourfe on fincerity. Wherein is fliewn, That fin-* 
cerity affords juft ground for peace and fatisfa£Uon in a 
man's own mind, and renders his conduft juftly ap- 
provable to vf&y other intelligent Being. Occafioned 
by what Dr Wattrland has lately written on the fub- 

jca. 



